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This invention relates to improvements in
toy building blocks and has %or an object
the provision of a set of blocks having a
novel form of interlocking engagement, so
that buildings or structures of various kinds
and designs may be made, the interfocking
means acting to hold the blocks against piv-
otal as well as relative sliding movement
etther when arranged in vows as in a straight
wall, or disposed at right angles in either
direction.

Another object of the invention is the
provision of a block of this character which
may be constructed from = single plece of
sheet metal and shaped to provide a hollow
member which is light, durable and econom-
ical in construction and which may be at-
tractively colored or decorated.

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention further includes the following
novel features and details of construction,
to be hereinafter more fully described, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings and
pointed ont in the appended claims.

In the drawings:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing
a portion of an enclosure constructed with
blocks made in accordance with the inven-
tion. :

Figure 2 is a detail perspective view of
one of the blocks.

Figure 8 is a similar view showing the op-
posite face of the block from that illustrated
in Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a plan view of the blank from
which the block is made.

Referring in detail to the drawings where-
in like characters of reference denote cor-
responding paits, the block which constitutes
the present invention may be made of dif-
ferent shapes and dimensions so as to pro-
vide a set of Dlocks from which buildings
or structures of different types may be made.
There is illustrated however a block which is
indicated at 10 and which is shapad sub-
stantially to conform to the shape of a brick
so that it may be arranged in the manner
shown in Figure 1 of the drawings. To pro-
vide for this there is also what may be
termed a half block 11, in that it is one half
the size of the block 10.

The block 10 is formed of a sheot
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of metal shaped as illustrated in Figure
4 and comprises a face 12, sides 13, ends 14
and face 15, the latter being directly oppo-
site the face 12 and having spaced flat lugs
16 extending therefrom. 'The lugs 16 are
adapted for removable engagement with
spaced slots 17 - provided in the face 12,
the said slots being crossed and arranged
80 as' to veceive the lugs of adjacent
blocks when the latter are arranged in rows
one upon the other, or at right angles in
either divection as at the corners of a struc-
ture, this last mentioned arrangement being
indicated at C in Figure 1. By having the
slots and lugs arranged in the mhnner shown,
relative pivotal movement as well ag rela.
tive sliding movement betieen the blocks
will be prevented. This is especially de-
sivable in the use of the half blocks 11 where
these blocks are arranged one upon the other
in pillar formation. :

The blocks 11 are constructed substantially
the same as the blocks 10 except that they
are just one half the size of the latter blocks
and contain only one pair of crossed slots 17,

While blocks of only two different types
are 1lustrated, it is of course obvious that
the shapes or designs of the block may be
varied, the invention especially residing in
the manner of interiocking engagement be-
tween the blocks and the manner in which
the blocks are constructed. _

The invention is susceptible of various
changes in its form, proportions and minor
details of construction and the right is herein
reserved to make such changes as properly
fall within the scope of the appended claims.

Having described - the invention what
is claimed is:—

1. A toy building block formed from a
single sheet of metal cut and shaped to pro-
vide a hollow member have spaced centrally
located longitudinally disposed crossed slofs
in one face thercof and spaced flat project-
tions extending f
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rom the opposite face for
removable engaoement in the slots of an
adjacent block to prevent relative sliding
and pivotal movement of the blocks.

2. 4 set of toy building blocks, each com-
prising s rectangular member having- cen-
trally located longitudinally disposed spaced

slots in one face thereof and transversely dis-
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posed slots centrally intersecting the longi-
tudinal slots and of the same length as the
later, said slots having their inner ends
spaced from the side and end edges of the
blocks, and centrally located longitudinally
aligned projections extending from the op-
posite face of the block, said projections

being of substantially the same length as
the slots and adapted for removable en-
oagement within either the longitudinally
or transversely disposed slots.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

DORSEY B. CROY.
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