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1. 

CARTON WITH FLAG FOR DISPLAYING 
MERCHAND SE 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates generally to a carton for 
displaying merchandise, and more particularly to a 
carton that has an integrally formed arm that is capable 
of being folded into a position wherein it is projecting 
away from the carton. 

BACKGROUND 

As competition becomes more intense, the problem of 
capturing the attention of customers and distinguishing 
one's products from those of a competitor becomes an 
important and pressing issue. One way to distinguish 
products from those of a competitor is to package them 
in colorful and creative cartons. However, this tech 
nique is often ineffective because the cartons are placed 
on a department store shelf next to other products that 
are also packaged in colorful cartons. An additional 
problem is that the merchandise is often set at the back 
of a shelf, away from the aisle and out of a consumer's 
direct line of sight. 
A second technique for capturing customers attention 

is to place merchandise on stand-alone displays that are 
set at the end of or in the middle of department store 
aisles. This technique is problematic because there are 
limited spaces at the end of aisles to place such stand 
alone displays. Moreover, many stores may be reluctant 
to place displays in positions where they obstruct the 
traffic pattern of consumers and are easily knocked 
OWe. 

A third approach to distinguishing one's products 
from those of a competitor is to place them in a large 
carton and hang some eye-catching accessory such as a 
flag on the front of the carton so that it projects from 
the shelf and into an aisle. This approach is problematic 
because the accessories are generally a separate piece 
from the carton and result in additional expenses. More 
over, these accessories tend to be flimsy and cannot 
support any weight. Consequently, merchandise cannot 
be displayed in the direct line of sight of consumers by 
hanging them from the accessory. 
Therefore, there is a need for a carton that holds 

merchandise on a store shelf and attracts a customer's 
attention. There is also a need for a carton that can be 
used on any shelf and does not require additional eye 
catching accessories to be attached thereto. 

SUMMARY 

The advantage of the present invention is that it pro 
vides a carton for displaying merchandise with an arm 
that extends into the aisle of a store and thus into the 
direct line of sight of a customer. A further advantage 
of the present invention is that it has the structural in 
tegrity to support hanging merchandise. Still further the 
present invention minimizes the need for a flag that is 
separate from the carton used to display merchandise. 
More specifically, the present invention is an appara 

tus for displaying merchandise. The apparatus of the 
present invention comprises a carton having a bottom 
and first and second adjacent sides. The first side defines 
an aperture. The apparatus further comprises an arm 
having a hinged edge and a mutually exclusive periph 
ery edge, the hinged edge being connected to the first 
side. 
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The arm has a packing position and an operable posi 

tion and is movable from the packing position to the 
operable position. When in the packing position, the 
arm is positioned within the aperture or hole, and the 
peripheral edge is connected to the first side in intermit 
tent intervals thereby forming a perforation between 
the arm and the first side. When in the operating posi 
tion, the arm is substantially parallel to the first side and 
substantially perpendicular to the second side, thereby 
projecting from the carton. 

Sill further, the arm has first and second portions. 
The first and second portions are hingably connected 
along a fold line. The first portion is movable between 
an extended position and a folded position. 
A first tab is operably connected to the box and a 

second tab is operably connected to the arm. The first 
and second tabs are interlockable, thereby securing the 
arm in the operable position. A third tab is operably 
connected to the arm and is interlockable with the first 
and second tabs. The third tab is for securing the first 
portion in the folded position. 
These and other advantages and features, which 

characterize the present invention, are pointed out with 
particularity in the claims annexed hereto and forming a 
further part hereto. However, for a better understand 
ing of the invention, its advantages, and objects ob 
tained by its use, reference should be made to the draw 
ings that form a further parthereto and to the accompa 
nying descriptive matter, which illustrates and de 
scribes a preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the display carton 
with the arm in the packing position. 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the carton as shown in 

FIG. 1 with the arm in a partially extended position. 
FIG. 3 shows the carton shown in FIG. 1 with the 

arm in the operational position. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

A preferred embodiment of the invention will be 
described in detail with reference to the drawings, 
wherein like reference numerals represent like parts and 
assemblies throughout the several views. Reference to 
the preferred embodiment does not limit the scope of 
the invention, which is limited only by the scope of the 
claims interpreted according to the Doctrine of Equiva 
lents. 

Referring now to the figures, there is illustrated pre 
ferred embodiments of a carton, generally shown as 4, 
that includes the principles of the present invention. As 
shown in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3, the carton 4 has a bottom 5 
and four sides 7a, 7b, 7c, and 7d. An arm 9 has a hinged 
edge 11 and a periphery edge 13. Hinged edge 11 is 
connected to side 7a so that arm 9 may rotate around 
hinge edge 11 as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. Hinged edge 
11 and periphery edge 13 are mutually exclusive and 
circumscribe arm 9. Carton 4 and arm 9 are preferably 
made of corrugated cardboard. However, other materi 
als suitable for packing cartons may be used. 
Arm 9 has a packing position as shown in FIG. 1 and 

an operational position as shown in FIG. 3. Arm 9 is in 
the packing position while packing and shipping carton 
4, and during all steps prior to the final display of carton 
4 on store shelves. Referring now to FIG. 1, when arm 
9 is in the packing position, periphery edge 13 forms an 
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integral part of side 7a. In this position, a perforation 15 
outlines second edge 13. Perforation 15 enables periph 
ery edge 13 to be separated from side 7a, thereby per 
mitting arm 9 to rotate around hinge edge 11. Hole 29 is 
formed when arm 9 is separated from side 7a. In an 
alternative embodiment, arm 9 may be merely placed 
within hole 29 without periphery edge 13 being at 
tached to side 7a. Thus, there is no perforation formed 
between periphery edge 13 and side 7a when arm 9 is in 
the packing position. FIGS. 1-3 illustrate a preferred 
embodiment of a shape for arm 9. However, the shape 
of the arm 9 may take any form, such as the form or 
shape of the merchandise being sold. 

Side 7a has a tab 17, and arm 9 has tabs 19 and 21. 
Arm 9 further has fold line 23, which divides arm 9 into 
a first portion 25 and a second portion 27. 
When arm 9 is in the operational position as shown in 

FIG. 3, arm 9 is rotated around hinge edge 11 so that it 
is parallel to side 7a and is perpendicular to side 7b. Arm 
9 is then folded along fold line 23 so that second portion 
27 lies against first portion 25. Interlocking tabs 17 and 
19 hold arm 9 in an extended position that is parallel to 
side 7a and perpendicular to side 7b. Interlocking tab 21 
to tabs 17 and 19 holds second portion 27 against first 
portion 25. Thus, arm 9 is held in operational position 
by interlocking tabs 17, 19, and 21. The preferred em 
bodiment utilizes tabs 17, 19 and 21 to secure the arm 9 
in its operational position. One skilled in the art will 
appreciate that other means of securement may include 
adhesives, tape, clips, pins, and the like, which could 
hold arm 9 in the operational position. One skilled in the 
art will further appreciate that multiple arms could be 
employed in a single carton. 
When in use, carton 4 is placed on a shelf so that arm 

9 is positioned to project into the aisle of a store. Mer 
chandise may then be placed in carton 4. When a cus 
tomer walks down an aisle, arm 9 will be extending into 
the customer's direct line of sight and draw the custom 
er's attention to the merchandise within the carton 4. In 
order to draw additional customer attention, merchan 
dise may be secured to arm 9 so that the actual merchan 
dise is within the customer's direct line of sight. Such a 
direct display of merchandise offers the customer the 
benefit of viewing merchandise without having to turn 
and face the shelves. Further, portions 25 and 27 form 
an incomplete octagon, which may be colored red, akin 
to a stop sign. One skilled in the art will appreciate that 
portions 25 and 27 may form other shapes and have 
different colors. One skilled in the art will further ap 
preciate that it is not necessary that first portion 25 and 
second portion 27 have the same shape or color. 
While the invention has been described in conjunc 

tion with a specific embodiment thereof, it is evident 
that different alternatives, modifications, and variations 
will be apparent to those skilled in the artin view of the 
foregoing description. Accordingly, the invention is not 
limited to these embodiments or the use of elements 
having specific configurations and shapes as presented 
herein. 

I claim: 
1. An apparatus for displaying merchandise, the appa 

ratus comprising: 
a) a carton for the display of merchandise having a 
bottom and at least one side; 

b) at least one arm having a hinged edge and a mutu 
ally exclusive periphery edge, the hinged edge 
hingably connected to the carton, wherein the arm 
has a packing position and an operable position, the 

5 

O 

15 

20 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

65 

4 
arm being moveable from the packing position to 
the operable position thereby causing the arm to 
project from at least one side of the carton and 
form a flag; and 

c) a means for securing the arm in the operable posi 
tion comprising a first tab operably connected to 
the box and a second tab operably connected to the 
arm, the first and second tabs being interlockable 
thereby securing the arm in the operable position. 

2. An apparatus for displaying merchandise, the appa 
ratus comprising: 

a) a carton for the display of merchandise having a 
bottom and at least one side; 

b) at least one an arm having a hinged edge and a 
mutually exclusive periphery edge, the hinged 
edge hingably connected to the carton, wherein the 
arm has a packing position and an operable posi 
tion, the arm being moveable from the packing 
position to the operable position thereby causing 
the arm to project from at least one side of the 
carton and form a flag, the arm having first and 
second portions, the first and second portions being 
hingedly connected along a fold line, 

the first portion being movable between an extended 
position and a folded position; and 

c) a means for securing the arm in the operable posi 
tion. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the means for 
securing comprises a first tab operably connected to the 
box, a second tab operably connected to first portion, 
and a third tab operably connected to second portion, 
the first, second, and third tabs being interlockable 
thereby securing the arm in the operational position 
wherein the first portion is secured in the folded posi 
tion. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the carton has 
first and second adjacent sides and the arm is hingedly 
connected to the first side, further wherein the arm is 
substantially parallel to the first side and substantially 
perpendicular to and projecting away from the second 
side, thereby projecting outward from the carton when 
in the operable position. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4 wherein the first side 
defines an aperture and the arm is positioned within the 
hole when in the packing position, further wherein the 
peripheral edge of the arm is connected to the first side 
in intermittent intervals thereby forming a perforation 
between the arm and the first side. 

6. An apparatus for displaying merchandise, the appa 
ratus comprising: 

a) a carton having a bottom and first and second 
adjacent sides, the first side defining an aperture; 

b) an arm having a hinge edge and a mutually exclu 
sive periphery edge, the hinge edge hingedly con 
nected to the first side, wherein the arm has a pack 
ing position and an operable position, the arm being 
movable from the packing position to the operable 
position, the arm being positioned within the hole 
when in the packing position, and the arm being 
substantially parallel to the first side and substan 
tially perpendicular to the second side, thereby 
projecting from the carton when in the operable 
position, further wherein the periphery edge is 
connected to the first side in intermittent intervals 
thereby forming a perforation between the arm and 
the first side when the arm is in the packing posi 
tion, still further wherein the arm has first and 
second portions, the first and second portions being 
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hingedly connected along a fold line, the first por 
tion being movable between an extended position 
and a folded position; 

c) a first tab operably connected to the box and a 
second tab operably connected to the arm, the first 
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and second tabs being interlockable thereby secur 
ing the arm in the operable position; and 

d) a third tab operably connected to the arm, the third 
tab being interlockable with the first and second 
tabs, the third tab for securing the first portion in 
the folded position. 
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