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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MICHAEL C. RYAN, of 

Oswego, in the county of Oswego, in the State 
of New York, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Box-Fasteners, of which 
the following, taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, is a full, clear, and 
exact description. 
This invention relates to the class of clasps 

in which the hasp is formed with spring-arms 
terminating with hooks which interlock with 
the catch-plate. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

clasp in which the catch-plate shall be de 
void of projecting edges which are liable to 
injure the hand of the person coming in con 
tact there with and shall effectually house and 
shield the engaged ends of the hasp-arms, so 
as to guard against accidental disengagement 
of the same and also prevent said ends from 
coming in contact with the hand or clothing 
of the person handling the box or article to 
which the clasp is applied. 
To that end the invention consists in the 

novel construction of my improved clasp, as 
hereinafter fully described, and set forth in 
the claim. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a front view of a box having a lid and pro 
vided with the clasp. Figs. 2 and 3 are en 
larged vertical transverse and longitudinal 
sections on lines XX and YY, respectively, 
in Fig. 1; and Fig. 4 is a detail view of the 
detached parts of the clasp. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents the 
box, and B is its lid. 
C denotes a catch-plate which is secured 

to the front of the box. Said plate is formed 
With a concavo-convex central protuberance, 
and with its margin or attaching portion in a 
uniform plane and united directly and grad 
ually with said central protuberance around 
its entire perimeter, and thus obviating pres 
entation of sharp edges, which are liable to 
injure the hand of the person coming in con 
tact with said plate. In the center of the 
concavo-convex protuberance of the plate is 
a slot g, extending part way the length there 
of, so as to leave at the ends of said slot 
shielded sockets fif, formed by the concavity 
of the plate. 
To the top of the lid B is rigidly secured a 

tongue a, which projects over the front edge 

of said lid and is bent into the form of a 
sleeve extending across said tongue. In said 
sleeve is hinged the hasp, formed of spring 
wire, the central portion c of which passes 
through the sleeve b, and the end portions 
are bent nearly or quite at right angles and 
in the same direction from the central por 
tion and constitute the clasp-arms did, each 
of which terminates with a locking-hooke, 
bent in the opposite direction of that of the 
other arm. In order to allow said hooks to 
interlock with the catch-plate C, the hasp 
arms did are each bent with an offset e' im 
mediately back of the hook e, as clearly 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings. 

In operating the described clasp to close the 
same the hasp-arms d d are swung down 
onto the front of the protuberance of the 
catch-plate C. The locking-hooks ee of the 
hasp-arms then lie over the shielded sockets 
ff. Then by compressing the arms did to 
Ward each other, SO as to place the hooks 
over the slot g, and then while holding the 
said arms compressed pushing them toward 
the catch - plate the offsets e' e' allow the 
hooks ee to pass through the slot g, and then 
by allowing the ends of the hasp-arms did to 
spring from each other the hooks ee are car 
ried into the sockets fif, and thus become in 
terlocked with the catch-plate C, and when 
in this condition the locking-hooks e e are 
perfectly housed and shielded by the afore 
said sockets. 
What I claim as my invention is 
The improved clasp consisting of a catch 

plate formed with a hollow protuberance in 
its center and With a margin in a uniform 
plane and united with the protuberance 
around its entire perimeter and provided 
with a slot in the protuberance, which slot 
terminates with housing-sockets, and a hasp 
formed with flexible arms terminating with 
locking-hooks to enter into the aforesaid 
sockets and formed with offsets immediately 
back of said hooks to allow the latter to pass 
through the slot in the aforesaid protuber 
ance of the catch-plate substantially as de 
scribed and shown. 

MICHAEL C. RYAN. 
Witnesses: 

LOUIS C. ROWE, 
DAVID P. MOREHOUSE. 
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