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G IR DER PICKET FENCE, M --~ 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 284,687, dated September 11, 1883. 
Application filedl January 22, 1883. (No model.) 

To all, avhom, it 7 vagy co7ucerºn : ingS in the girders a, and have other Screw 
Beit known that I, FRANCIS TUNICA, a citi- || threads at top, on which are screwed orna 

zen of the United States, residing at Omaha, 
in the county of Douglas and State of Ne 
braska, have invented certain new a?d useful 
Improvements in Girder Picket Fences; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as Will enable others Skilled in the art to 
Which it appertains to make and tuse the same. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

fences and anchoring devicestherefor, ormeans 
of fastening the same to the ground; and it 
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consistsina peculiar construction of the parts, 
to be hereinafter more fully described, and 
ShoWn in the specification and claims. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation of 
One span of my fence. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 
tion of the anchor-posts and foundation-blocks. 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of same, and Figs. 4 and 
5 are detail ViewS. 

I denominate my invention the ‘‘Girder 
Picket Fence;” and at represents a cast-iron 
girder, which may be made of any length, ex 
tending between two anchor-posts, b. The 
posts are constructed of cast-iron, made hol 
low to permit the passage of the anchor-rod 
îm, which passes down through the anchor 
foundation, and terminates in a flat head, d, 
holding in place a broadflat plate, f, of metal, 
under the foundation. At the top of the an 
chor-rod is a screw-thread, on which is a nut, 
e', placed over another metallic plate, e, rest 
ing on shoulders formed in the post, by which 
the post is rigidly secured to the foundation. 
The foundation c may be either concrete or 

Stone embedded in the earth to a Sufficient 
depth; and each post is surmounted by a cap, 
e*, to exclude moisture. The caps are made 
in ornamental designs, or may, as in Fig. 2, 
support a gas-lamp. Resting on the founda 
tions are the ends of the girders, which by 
their meeting join or inclose the foot of each 
post or connect with the base of the post; and 
let into the posts are the upperand lower rails, 
l l, constructed of drawn wrought-iron, and 
having openings through them to receive the 
pickets g. These pickets are made of gas 
pipe or cylindrical iron rods, of size to accord 
with the openings in the rails l' l, through 
which they pass, and they are provided with 
screw-threads at the bottom, toscrew into open 

mental heads i. Each picket has riveted near 55 
the top a pin ring or Support, h, which sup 
ports the top rail, l', and prevents its sagging. 
Between the girder a and the lower rail, l, are 
cast-iron cross-piecesk, fitted to the girder, rail, 
and pickets, which serve as braces, and short 6o 
pickets g’, of similar construction to the pick 
ets g, pass through the lower rail only and 
Screw into the girder a alternately between the 
pickets g. 
The advantages of my fence are cheapness 65 

and simplicity of construction, durability, and 
beauty of appearance, rigidity of alignment, 
and impossibility of sagging or getting out of 
line. W 

The spans may be made of any length, the 7o 
size of the girder being increased proportion 
ately to the length of the span. 

I construct my fence as follows: In openings 
made in the ground, at Suitable distancesapart, 
I place concrete or stone foundation-blocks c, 75 
having an opening vertically through them to 
receive the anchor-rod m, which is provided 
at the bottom with the head d and the plate f. 
Upon this is placed the hollow post b. The 
upper plateis adjusted in position on the shoul- 8o 
ders in the post, the nut is tightened, and the 
post is thus secured in place. The girders are 
then placed in position on the foundations, 
the ends of the rails lº l are inserted in open 
ings made for the purpose in the posts, the 85 
pickets passed through the openings in the 
rails and screwed fast in the screw-holes in the 
girder, the cross pieces or braces k inserted, 
the pin-rings riveted in place, the ornamental 
heads attached, and the fence is complete. 9O 

I am aware of the patent granted to Timo 
thy Rogers, November 26, 1872, No. 133,489, 
and I. do not claim the invention patented to 
him. In this patent the rod does not pass . 
through the base-piece, as shoWn in my appli-: 95 
cation, so that there is much greater strain at 
the point of connection near the top of the base 
or foundation, and the foundation is, in fact, 
part of the post, while in my invention they 
are separate; but the attachmentis secure and Ioo 
perfect. M 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim therein as new, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is 
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In a fence-span consisting of two hollow 
posts, b b, mounted on foundations or blocks 
c, and connected by an iron girder, a, set in 
position on the foundations, and having its 

5 ends made to accord with and fit into the hol 
lows and projections in the posts for the pur 
pose of connecting said posts, the combination 
of the rails l and l', perforated to receive the 
pickets, with the pickets g, arranged to screw 

Io into the girder, the girdler a, anchor-rod m, 
provided with a square base, d, and plates e 
and f, the plate e fitting on shoulders in the 

upper end of the post, and said anchor-rod 
having a screw-threaded upper end, on which 
the nut e' turns, locking the post in position, I 5 
all constructed and operating substantially as 
shown and described. 
- Intestimony whereof I have affixed my sig 
nature in presence of two witnesses. 

FRANCIS TUNICA. 
Witnesses: 

J. B. SAW HILL, 
ROBT. YATES. 

  


