
(No Model.) F. A. SCHULTZ. 
WASHBOARD 

No. 553,136, Patented Jan. 14, 1896. 

N2SS 
ANS3S f 

Š 5g 
NS SS Na N e/ GSSSSSS 

See SS 

S2 3.S M/ 

24 S is 
NS m Sis s AW, 

M3 saxS 

9 

A0 

Šs 
2 

2 2%t a2% 
14 5. N 
M1 s Š 2 

Ipjepfar 
AedereA/72%zzy 2 

diposses 
ôy 7:29 A ilárgays, 

  

  

  

  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

FREDERICK A. SCHULTZ, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT. 

WAS HBOARD 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 553,136, dated January 14, 1896. 
Application filed June 21, 1895, Serial No. 553,580, (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FREDERICKA. SCHULTZ, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Middletown, in the county of Middlesex and 

5 State of Connecticut, have invented a new 
and useful Washboard, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

Washboards. 
Io The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of washboards, and 
to provide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient 
One which Will facilitate the operation of 
Washing, lessen the labor, and preventinjury 

I5 to the fabrics. 
A further object of the invention is to en 

able the friction to be regulated and to render 
the parts adjustable to take up the wear. 
The invention consists in the construction 

2O and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts, hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

25 view of a Washboard constructed in accord 
ance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a longi 
tudinal Sectional view of one side of the wash 
board, illustrating the manner of mounting 
the rolls. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail sec 

3o tional view of one of the adjusting-screws and 
the cushioning-spring. 

Like numerals of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
ings. 

35 I designates similar side bars of a wash 
board-frame, connected near their lower ends 
by a transverse bar 2, and at their upper por 
tions by a soap-Supporting board 3 and a top 
bar 4. The side bars are provided at their 

4o inner opposite faces with longitudinal grooves 
or recesses 5, receiving a pair of adjustable 
bars 6, provided at intervals with tapered 
bearingS 7, and having mounted on them a 
series of transverse rolls 8, forming the rub 

45 bing-Surface of the Washboard, and disposed 
in the space between the soap-supporting 
board 3 and the transverse bar 2. The rolls 
S are provided at their ends with metal-bear 
ings 9,having conical bearing-recesses for the 

5o reception of the journals 7, and the latter are 
preferably formed integral with the adjust 
able bars (i, which are constructed of metal 

sacrificing any of the advantages of this in 

or other suitable material. The ends of the 
transverse rolls S are held out of contact with 
the side bars 1 of the washboard-frame by 55 
the adjustable bars, and friction from such 
contact is prevented. The adjustable bars 
are provided at intervals with outwardly-ex 
tending lugs 10, provided with threaded sock 
ets and arranged in openings 11 of the sides 1 6o 
of the washboard-frame and engaged by 
screws 12. The screws 12 are provided at 
their outer ends with heads and pass through 
perforations of plates 13, and spiral springs 
14 are arranged within the openings 11 and 65 
disposed on the screws 12 and operate to hold 
the adjustable bars in contact with the ends 
of the transverse rolls. The plates 13 are se 
cured to the outer faces of the side bars 1 of 
the Washboard-frame and serve to swivel the to 
adjusting-screws, and the latter are adapted 
to draw the adjustable bars outward against 
the action of the spiral springs to regulate the 
friction, and also operate to permit the ad 
justable bars to move inward, to take up any 75 
wear on the ends of the transverse rolls. 
This construction also facilitates ready re 
moval and rapid replacement of the trans 
verse rolls, and as the rubbing-surface be 
comes worn or injured it may be readily re 
paired. 

It will be seen that the Washboard is simple 
and comparatively inexpensive in construc 
tion, that the rollers render the rubbing oper 
ation easy, and enable the same to be per- 85 
formed with a minimum amount of labor, and 
that they serve during the operation of Wash 
ing to bring the soap directly on them con 
tinually in contact with the clothes. It will 
also be apparent that the parts are adjustable 
to take up wear and to regulate the friction, 
and that one or more rollers may be readily 
replaced when desired. Furthermore, the 
springs which engage the adjustable bars af 
ford a yielding engagement to compensate for 95 
any inequality in the rolls. 
Changes in the form, proportion, and the 

minor details of construction may be resorted 
to without departing from the principle or 

IOC 
vention. 
What I claim is-- 
1. In a wash-board, the combination of a 

frame, a series of transverse rollsforming the 
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rubbing surface of the wash-board, and the 
yieldingly mounted adjustable bars having 
the rolls journaled on them, substantially as 
described. 

2. In a Wash-board, the combination of a 
frame having side-bars with longitudinal 
grooves at their inner faces, the longitudinally 
disposed adjustable bars arranged in said 
grooves and provided at their inner sides with 
bearings located at intervals, a series of trans 
verse rolls forming the rubbing surface of the 
wash-board and provided at their ends with 
bearing recesses to receive said journals, the 

adjusting screws mounted on the sides of the 
frame and connected with the adjustable 15 
bars, and springs engaging the adjustable 
bars and adapted to force the same in Ward, 
substantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 20 
the presence of two witnesses. 

FREDERICK A. SCHULTZ. 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. A. PELTON, 
HENRY C. H.ILL. 

  


