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1 
COMPOSTEMAILNG PACKAGE AND METHOD OF 

PREPARNGSAME 

This invention relates generally to direct mail advertising 
and more particularly to an improved composite mailing 
package and method of preparing same. 

In the field of direct mail advertising, various devices and 
approaches have been used heretofore to entice the con 
sumer-recipient of the direct mail advertising package to open 
said package and to read the advertising message contained 
therein. The devices and approaches used heretofore have 
met with varying degrees of success, but a significant need ex 
ists for a package structure which inherently is attractive 
enough to significantly increase the percentage of consumer 
attention to the mailing package. 
One approach has been to involve the consumer-recipient 

in a lottery type activity requiring the return of a postcard car 
rying the name and address of the consumer-recipient and a 
series of numbers or other identifying characters that would 
identify his entry into the lottery activity and provide him with 
an opportunity of winning one of a number and variety of 
prizes. Although this approach has met with some degree of 
success, the consumer has come to recognize this materialim 
mediately upon receipt. The percentage of use of these lot 
tery-type mailings has never been very high and in recent 
times most consumers have concluded prior to opening said 
package that they are not interested in participating and there 
fore never get to see or read the accompanying advertising 
material. 
Many other kinds of enticements are used, but none of them 

have fulfilled the existing needs. The gimmick-free mailings 
are the most often used, but the percentage of them actually 
examined by the recipients is extremely low. 
The problems described above have demonstrated a needin 

the field of direct mail advertising for a novel composite mail 
ing package and method of preparing same that will efficiently 
and effectively carry the advertising message to the consumer 
and insure his attention to the advertising message. 

Therefore, it is a prime object of the present invention to 
provide a novel composite mailing package and method of 
preparing same that will encourage the consumer-recipient to 
open said package, remove the contents therefrom and read 
the advertising message contained therein. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide an 
improved composite mailing package and method of prepar 
ing same that would encourage a consumer-recipient to in 
vestigate the contents of said package. 

Further, it is an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved composite mailing package and method of prepar 
ing same that would provide the consumer-recipient with an 
immediately available desireable item that is visible through a 
view-window in the mailing package and which is useable by 
the consumer in the form in which it is received, without any 
request from the consumer to send in a form, mail some 
money or box tops, check numbers, enter a contest etc. 
The above and other objects of the present invention are ac 

complished by a novel composite mailing package and method 
of preparing same comprising an envelope having a view win 
dow provided therein and a mountable plaque within said en 
velope having a front face including a pictorial image thereon 
and a rear face having a layer of pressure-sensitive adhesive. A 
combined backing and advertising sheet is positioned over and 
in removable engagement with said pressure-sensitive adhe 
sive and contains the advertising message on its outer face. 
Means are provided on said backing sheet to enable said sheet 
to be grasped and stripped from said card to expose said pres 
sure-sensitive adhesive for mounting said card on a support 
surface. 
Although the specification concludes with claims particu 

larly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter of 
the invention, a preferred embodiment is described in the fol 
lowing detailed description taken in conjunction with the ac 
companying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view of the rear or mailing face of an envelope; 
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FIG. 2 is an elevational view of the front or window face of 

said envelope; 
FIG. 3 is a section elevational view of said envelope taken 

along lines 3-3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a partially exploded view illustrating the contents 

of said envelope and is partially in section showing the means 
provided to remove the combined backing and advertising 
sheet; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a card having a pictorial image thereon 
mounted on a vertical wall; ". . . 

FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of the car mounted on a 
wall. 
With reference to the drawing, and in particular to FIG. 1, 

there is shown an envelope 10, having address indicia 12 
printed on the rear face 14. A flap 16 is provided to close said : 
envelope. Advertising indicia 18 may be printed on the rear 
face 14. The front face 20 of said envelope 10 has a view win 
dow 22 provided therein to allow a view of the material con 
tained within said envelope and in the prepared embodiment 
shown herein, is free from any objectionable commercial printing. 
A mountable card, plaque, or picture sheet 24 has a pictori 

al image 26 provided on one side thereof and a layer of adhe 
sive material. 28 provided on the reverse side. Normally a 
desirable picture is reproduced at 26 or there may be other 
printed indicia such as a first aid chart, a map, useful cooking 
instructions etc., printed at that point. It is important for the 
success of the combined device that the indicia printed at 26 
be desirable, both at the immediate impact when seen by the 
consumer and after the package has been opened so that the 
consumer may be moved to display the printed material on a 
wallor other support surface. 
A backing sheet 30 having advertising information and 

other appropriate data printed on its outerface 32 is placed in 
engagement with said adhesive layer 28 to provide protection 
for said adhesive and to provide advertising on the reverse side 
of said card 24. - 
As best shown in FIG. 3, the present invention provides an 

improved composite mailing package for use in direct mail ad 
vertising including card 24 having a pictorial image 26 on one 
side thereof within an envelope. 10 whereby the pictorial 
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image is visible through window 22 of said envelope. The 
package also includes a return card 34 which carries further 
advertising indicia related to that on the surface 32 of the 
backing sheet 30 and which may also be related to the indicia 
contained on surface image 26 on the sheet24. 
The card 24 is used by the consumer to indicate his order, 

request additional information, or simply to participate in 
some lottery type or other competitive activity providing him 
with an opportunity to win one of several and varied prizes. 
A corner of said backing sheet 30 is conveniently provided 

with a tab 36 or other means for enabling said sheet to be 
removed from the adhesive layer by grasping said tab 36 and 
stripping the sheet 30 from said card exposing the adhesive 
layer 28. 
There will now be described the sequence of operations in 

which the combined device in accordance with this invention 
is used by the consumer. Upon receipt of the device in the 
mail, the consumer immediately observes the image 26 
through the window 22 and reads, at a glance, that this image 
is adapted for immediate mounting on her wall. She then 
opens the envelope 10 and removes the contents thereof, in 
cluding the mountable plaque 24. Upon turning to the back of 
the plaque to remove the combined backing and advertising 
sheet 30, she will immediately observe the advertising message 
printed thereon. 

Since the advertising message will be related to the pictorial 
image she has found desirable to mount on her wall, she will 
read the advertising message. Thereafter, she will grasp tab 36 
and peel or strip the combined backing and advertising sheet 

75 

30 from the plaque 24 thereby exposing the adhesive 28. She 
may then mount the plaque 24 on any flat mounting surface, 
e.g. her kitchen wall, by placing the pressure sensitive adhe 
sive material in contact with the mounting surface and 
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thereafter applying pressure sufficient to cause said plaque to 
adhere to the mounting surface. 
She then redirects her attention to the advertising message 

printed on the combined backing and advertising sheet which 
she had earlier observed and read, and if so moved will utilize 
the return card 34 as directed either on the combined sheet 30 
or on card 34. 

In accordance with the method aspect of the present inven 
tion there is provided a method of preparing a composite mail 
ing package designed to encourage the consumer-recipient to 
examine the contents of said mailing package. An envelope 10 
is prepared having address and advertising indicia 12 and 18 
respectively, printed on the rear face 14 thereof, said advertis 
ing indicia indicating the matter being advertised and further 
indicating the inclusion within said package of a gift for the 
consumer that he may view through a window 22 included in 
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front face 20 of said envelope. The gift comprises a card hav 
ing a pictorial image 26 on one face thereof. A layer 28 of 
pressure-sensitive adhesive material is applied to the rear face 
of said card 24 for permanent engagement therewith. A 
backing sheet 30 for protecting said adhesive layer and con 
taining advertising indicia 32 printed thereon is positioned 
over and in removable engagement with said pressure-sensi 
tive adhesive layer. Said card having the backing sheet applied 
thereto is thereafter inserted into said envelope 10 in a 
manner such that the pictorial image 26 is visible through win 
dow 22. 

It is understood that the pictorial image appearing on the 
card 24 and visible through window 22 of the envelope may be 
related to the matter being advertised. For example, should 
the matter being advertised relate to the sporting world, then 
the pictorial image might be of a sporting activity or 
celebrated personality in the sporting world. Similarly, if the 
advertising material relates to the performing arts, the pictori 
al image might be a portrait of a celebrated actor or actress. 
Also, the pictorial image may be one of general interest such 
as a scenic view characteristic of a particular season of the 
year. 
The novel composite mailing package provides the con 

sumer-recipient with a free gift in the form of a pictorial image 
of interest that he could mount on a flat mounting surface or 
wall. Information may be printed on the rear face 14 of said 
envelope advising the consumer-recipient of the mountable 
card 24 contained within said envelope and that same may be 
viewed through the window 22 offront face 20. 

This composite mailing package will thereby encourage the 
consumer-recipient to open said mailing package and examine 
the contents thereof. Accordingly, the consumer-recipient will 
receive the advertising message contained therein. This is 
further insured because the consumer must remove the 
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4 
backing sheet 30 containing said advertising information 32 in 
order to mount the mountable card 24. 
The foregoing description is intended to be merely illustra 

tive of a preferred embodiment of the present invention. A 
latitude of modification, change and substitution is intended 
wherein some features of the invention will be employed 
without a corresponding use of other features so described 
above. Accordingly, various modes of carrying out the inven 
tion are contemplated as being within the scope of the follow 
ing claims. 
What is claimed is: , 
1. A composite mailing package comprising: an envelope 

having a front and rear face, the rear face having address and 
advertising indicia printed thereon and the front face includ 
ing a transparent material forming a view window 
therethrough comprising a major portion of the area of said 
front face; a mountable plaque within said envelope, said 
plaque having a front face including means thereon forming a 
pictorial image and a rear face having a layer of pressure-sen 
sitive adhesive thereonin permanent engagement therewith; a 
combined adhesive-protecting and advertising-indicia-carry 
ing backing sheet pressed over and in removable engagement 
ywith said pressure-sensitive adhesive layer; means on said 
backing sheet to enable same to be graspéd and stripped 
said plaque to expose said pressure-sensitive adhesive for 
mounting said plaque on a support surface; and, a reply card 
within said envelope having afrontface for address and adver 
tising indicia thereon related to the advertising indicia printed 
on said backing sheet. 

2. Composite mailing package according to claim 1 wherein 
said envelope includes flap means for completely closing said envelope. 

3. A method of preparing a composite mailing package of 
advertising material comprising the steps of preparing an en 
velope having a front and rear face, the rear face having ad 
dress and advertising indicia printed thereon and the front 
face including transparent material forming a view window 
therethrough; applying a layer of pressure-sensitive adhesive 
material in permanent engagement with the rear face of a 
plaque having a pictorial image on its front face; placing a 
combined adhesive-protecting and advertising-indicia-carry 
ing backing sheet over and in removable engagement with said 
pressure sensitive adhesive layer; inserting a reply card and 
said plaque into said envelope whereby said pictorial image is 
visible through said view window. 

4. The method according to claim 3 wherein said backing 
sheet includes means thereon to enable same to be grasped 
and stripped from said card exposing said pressure-sensitive 
adhesive for mounting said cardon a support surface. 
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