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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

E. A. G. ROULSTONE, OF ROXBURY,»MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN CARPET-BAGS.

Specification forming part of Letters PatentvNo. 59,270, dated October 30, 1856.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, I A. G. ROULSTONE,
of Roxbury, in the county of Norfolk and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Traveling-
Bags; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing, taken in connection with the drawings
which accompany and form partof this speci-
fication, is a description of my invention suffi-
cient to enable those skilled in the art to
practice it.

The invention relates principally to the de-
tails of construction of that class of travel-
ing-bags in each of whieh two compartments
or receptacles are mounted upon metal frames
hinged together, and so as to open and shub
in the well-known manner.

Each of these frames as usnally constructed
is made of two plates riveted together, one at
right angles to the other, the leather or mate-
rial forming the bag being stitched to the in-
nermost edge of the frame, and so that the
two frames shutting together form a projec-
tion from the bag along the whole length of
the frames. ’

One object of my invention is to bring the
height and length which is imparted to the
bag by these projections into the bag, and so
as to form part of the available packing-room
thereof, the construction by which I effect this
materially cheapening the cost of manufac-
ture. Tor this purpose I employ frames, each
made by bending the plate, instead of riveting
plates together, the leather or other material
of which the flexible part of the bag is com-
posed being fastened upon the outer surface
of the frames by doubling or folding over the
adjacent edges of the leather and frame a thin
metal plate, and riveting frame, edge, plale,
and leather together. This constitutes the
. primary feature of my invention.

The drawings represent a bag embodying
my invention, Figure 1 showing a top view,
TFig. 2 a bottom view, and Tig. 3 a cross-sec-
tion, of the same. TFig. 4 is an inner view of
one-half of the bag. ' :

The two frames upon- which the bag is
formed are seen at @ and b, each being formed
of a strip of plate metal bent at a right angle
transversely along its whole length and bent
longitudinally to the form that the bag is to

@
have in longitudinal section. An car, ¢, is
fixed upon cach end of one of the frames, a
wire, d, extending from one ear to the other,
the ears and wire forming the hinge upon
which the frames and opposite sides of the
bag tarn. ’

In the common construclion these ears ex-
tend beyoud the frame, and the rod or wire
passes under the bag, forming a projection
from the bottom surface thercof, and having to
be covered with leather, each half of the bag
being made separately and stitched thereto.

In my construction I carry the ears down
flush with the frames,and run the wire through
a pocket in the bag above the bottom leather,
¢, thus permitting the employment of a single
piece to form the bottom, and leaving a flush
surface, as shown in Fig. 3. The inner edge
of the leather covering or material forming
each of the two parts ¢ and % of the bag is
laid over its respective frame a or b, (as seen
in section in Fig. 8,) and a strip or band of
thin metal, 4,is doubled over the two adjacent
edges along their whole length, and rivets
are inserted through so as to fasten together
both edges of the band and inclose between
them the edges of the frame and covering,
one frame and band being made smaller and
£0 as to close within the other, as seen in Fig. 3.

It will be seen by inspection of this view
that the angle in the flange in the frames is
carried into the bag, thus answering the pur-
pose of stiffening the frames withoat project-
ing out from the covering of the bag. .

The bottom of the bag, on one or both sides,
is protected by a band, %k, of metal bent
around the edges of the bag and riveted to
the bottom surface, the band having a lip
turned up from it, as seen in Fig. 3, and hav-
ing corner-pieces f, projecting up therefrom, as
shown at B.

The flap or fall m, which serves to keep
in place the articles packed in one-half of the
bag, has sliding bolts #, which project into
mortises or recesses eut into the frame, as
seen in Fig. 4. Instead of arranging the lock
to project beyond the frame, or in the angle of
the frame, I fasten the lock o on the inner .
surface of one of the frames, and so as to pro-
ject directly into the packing-space, as seen
in Fig. 2, this arrangement being more con-
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venient and imparting greater strength to the
connection between the parts, as the strain of
the bolt projecting from the opposite frame
into the.lock draws the lock toward or 'w,alust
the frame, and not away therefrom.

Where the frames projéct from the back the
handles are fastened directly to the outer sur-
face thereof; but in my constructior I carry
the ends of each handle through the leather,
and fasten them to the inner surface of the
frame. _

All of these details of construction not only
improve the appearance of the bag and en-
hance its holding capaeity, but the cost of
manufacture is mueh reduced, as will be read-
ily understood.

I elaim— )

1. The method of connecting the open part
of each half of the bag-leather to its frame,

by fastening the edge to the outer surface of

the frame, said frame projecting into instead

of from the bag, substantially as set forth.
2. The band ¢, doubled over the edge of

each frame, and embracing between its edges .

the adjacent edges of the frame and bfm-
leather, substaubmlly as set forth.
3. A])plymn the lock to the inner surface of
one of the frames, substantially as described.
4, In combination with a carpet or leather
bag having two compartments, connected as
deseribed, the protecting-band % and the fast-
ening of the flap or fall when made to slide
or cateh into the frame, as (h,scrlbed and set
forth.
E. A. ROULSTONE.
Witnesses:
F. GouLDp,
J. B. Crossy.




