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To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that we, CrareNcE MaYEr
and SAMUEL YAYrE, citizens of the United
States, and residents of Chicago, in the
county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-

-ments in Corsets and Bust-Forms Therefor;

~ and we do hereby declare that the followin
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is a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this

specification.

This invention relates to a novel corset and
bust form provided with pads, such as pneu-

- matie bags or other formn modifying devices
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arranged in the corset in such a way as to
fill out or otherwise modify the bust portion
of the human figure, and the invention refers
also to improvements in pneumatic bust pads
designed for use for a like purpose in waists
and other like garments, as well as corsets.
Among the objects of the invention is to

‘produce a corset, which may be of ordinary

or usual form in its parts which cover or
embrace the hips, the waist and lower bust
portion of the human figure, that is formed

- with an upper, flexible bust covering part lo-
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cated above the stiffened portion of the cor-
set and formed with pockets or other analo-

‘gous means for receiving and for holding

~bust form pads, such as inflatable air bags,
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which are adapted to simulate the developed
bust of the human form, the said flexible
bust portion being made a permanent part
of the corset.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a corset having as a permanent part
thereof the flexible bust portion described
arranged to receive two separate air bags or
two separate cells in a single piece air bag,
whereby either side of the bust may be sep-
arately~distended more or less to give sym-
metrical effect to the air form bust portion
of the corset, notwithstanding the unsym-
metrical shape of the human form which it
covers.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a construction in which the flexible
bust portion.is attached to the rigid or
stayed portion of the corset in such a way as
to firmly hold said bust portion laterally and

" vertically in position on the wearer.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide an improved form of pad which is
so arranged as to give correct anatomical

contour to the bust portion from points in
front and beneath the arms of the wearer to
the central median line of the bust.
. The invention consists in the matters here-
inafter set forth and more particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front per-
spective view of our improved corset, as
when in position on the human figure. Fig.
2 is a fragmentary inside view of one of the
halves of the corset. Fig. 3 is a fragmentary
section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.  TFig. 4
illustrates in side elevation the air bag used
in the corset shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a
section on line 5—5 of Fig. 4. Tig. 6 is a
front elevation of a modified form of our
corset. Fig. T is a rear view of the corset
shown in Fig. 6, illustrating also the back of
the corset shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is an illus-
tration of a single piece double-cell air bag
used in the corset shown in Figs. 6 and 7.
Fig. 9 is a horizontal  transverse view
through the pocket of the corset, showing the
contour of the air form bag when lying
against the bust of the human form. Fig. 10
is a detail of one of the back*fastening but-
tons used in the corset shown in Figs. 6
and 7.

A corset embodying our invention may be
made of any preferred construction with re-
spect to its waist supporting and hip form-
ing parts, and has an upper flexible bust
portion, which is firmly attached to the stiff-
ened or stayed part of the corset. The said
upper flexible bust portion of the corset em-
braces as a part of its construction bust form
pads, as the pnewmnatic air bags shown, that
may be contained in pockets in the bust por-
tion, said pads being located wholly above
the stiffened part of the corset and so as to
lie over the principal part of the bust of the
figure and to be held firmly in position by
the attachment of said flexible bust portion
to the stiffened part of the corset. The con-
struction is such that the bust pads when
partially inflated fill out or modify the bust
of the figure and provide freedom of move-
ment of the muscles of the wearer about the
bust of the figure, while affording a proper
support of the figure below the bust portion
as in ordinary corsets. The bust form pads
are so shaped that when applied to the
breast of the wearer they fill out the bust of
the figure from points adjacent to the arm
pits acress the bust, and are independently
formable so as to give proper and sym-

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110



10

[ >
metrical eontour {o the bust from the me-
dian line thereof toward either side.

As shown in Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive, of the

drawings, 10, 10 designate the two sides or
halves of the corset which may be joined at
the front in the usual manner by loops 11
and studs 11* ‘attached to the steels or
stays at the front margins of the corset
sides or lobes. The said corset sides may
be connected at the rear of the corset by the
usual lacing string that is laced through

- eyelets or openings in the rear margins of
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the corset sides. The portion of the corset
which. covers the waist, the hips and the
lower'part of the bust portion of the figure
may be stiffened by the use of the usual steels
or bones as indicated in Fig. 1.

Attached to and forming the upper part
of each half or side of the corset is a flexible
front portion 12 and a flexible rear portion
13, said npper flexible portions being wholly
above the stayed or stiffened part of the cor-
set. The front flexible portions of the corset
halves are made with double, or front and
rear walls 14 and 15, thereby forming pock-
ets to receive bust form pads, as the inflat-
able bags 16, which may be made of rubber
or like material, the inflation of which is
adapted to give a desired form to the flexi-
ble bust portion of ‘the corset. The rear
portions 13 of the corset halves, as herein

“shown, constitute flaps that are sewed to the
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upper ‘margins of the - stiffened or stayed
parts of the corset sides or halves and con-
stitute means for fastening to the rear side
-of the corset shoulder straps 17 which are
attached at their forward ends in any suit-
able manner’to the upper flexible pocket por-
tions of the corset. The two pockets thus
formed, and containing the pads, constitute
the front upper bust portion of the corset,
and the front margins of said pockets may
be attached together at the median line of
the corset by means of hooks and eyes 18, 19,
respectively, or other equivalent fastening
devices. - The stiffened portion of the corset
terminates wholly ‘below the flexible bust

‘portion and the front marginal portions of

the bust portion, which are fastened to-
gether by the hooks and eyes 18 and 19, are
flexible so that this part of the garment is as
readily conformable to the figure as is any
part of the upper bust portion of the corset.
The front and rear walls 14 and 15 of the
pockets are made of any suitable, flexible
material and are devoid of any stiffening
medinm so that the said pockets will readily
take.the form given thereto by the inflated
or partially inflated air bags 16 contained
therein, and also permit free movement of
the muscles of the wearer about the bust.
The front and rear fabric walls 14, 15 of the
‘pockets are shown as provided at their mar-

gins with binding strips 20, 21, respectively..
The binding strips 21 of the rear wall may

990,279

extend continuously around the margins of
the walls, while the binding strips 20 of the
front walls may extend along the front mar-
gins of said front walls and around the
lower margins thereof and upwardly to a

binding strip 22 that is sewed along the -

upper margins of the front walls of the

pockets and extend rearwardly along the

upper margins of the rear flaps 13 to which
are counected the rear ends of the shoulder
straps 17, The said flexible bust portion
containing said pockets may be sewed at
their lower margins to the stiffened corset
body by lines of stitching that pass through
binding strips at the lower sides of the

pockets. -The binding strips at the inner:

and top edges of the pockets may- be tem-
porarily stitched together so as to afford
means for the insertion and removal of the
bust pads, or said front and top .edges or
margins of the pocket walls may be other-
wise suitably fastened together, as by means
of buttons, whereby to afford means to insert
the pads into and remove them from the

pockets. So far as the broader features of ¢
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our invention are concerned, the flexible .

pecketed bust portion of the corset may be
otherwise formed and attached to the stiff-
ened parts of the corset, while retaining
the advantage of the construction with re-
spect to the location and the permancnce of
the bust portion.

~The inflatable bags 16 may be, and are
herein shown as, each made of two sheets 25,
25 of rubber, cut to proper form and laid
one on the other and cemented together at
their edges to form relatively wide solid
rims 26. Through said rims or portions
thereof may pass the stitches by which the
bags may be secured in place in the pockets.
Each bag is provided. with a separate inflat-
ing tube 27 that extends throngh thé rim
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thereof and has at its outer end a nipple 28

that is closed by a screw-threaded cap 29,
So far as is concerned the general features

~of the invention with respect to the manner

of constructing the corset with its upper
flexible bust portion, the said pads may be
otherwise made. As a further and separate
feature of the invention, however, we have
provided a novel form of bust pad for use
in corsets of the construction described, and
which may also be used in the flexible bust
portions of other garments to modify the
bust of the wearer.” The feature of the im-
provements relating to the bust pads may
be applied to separate pads, as shown in
Figs. 1 to 5, inclusive, or to a duplex pad,
as shown in Fig. 8, hereinafter to be de-
scribed. The said pad, as shown in front
elevation in Fig. 4, is formed with a down-
wardly curved portion 81 at its lower edge
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near the inner end thereof, and with an out- -

wardly pointed portion 32 which extends to
a point beneath the arm pit of the wearer or

130
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closely ddjacent thereto. - The lower edge of

‘the pad rises sharply from the downwardly

curved lower. portion 81 to the outer point
32, and the upper margin thereof is curved
upwardly from said point 32, as indicated
at 33, and thence downwardly and inwardly
to the inner end of the pad. The rim 26 at
the inner end of the pad, when made as an
inflatable bag, is made slightly wider than
the rim surrounding the remaining portion
of the bag or pad. The hollow portions of
the pads are thus given a general pear shape,
with the smaller ends thereof directed out-

- wardly and upwardly toward the arm pits
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and with the larger ends thereof near the

inner, lower ends of the pads. The form
thus given to the pads imparts to the flexible
bust portion of the corset or other garment
a contour accurately simulating the devel-
oped human breast when supported by a
corset of ordinary form, the fullness im-
parted thereto by the pads extending out-
wardly from the median line of the breast
and diminishing toward the arm pits in a
natural manner. By making the rim por-
tions at the inner ends of the pads somewhat
wider than at the other margins of said
pads, the distended bust portion of the cor-
set-is divided along the median line thereof
by a natural inward curve between the two

‘lateral parts of the bust; and this effect is

enhanced by reason of the flexibility of the
fastening margins of the upper flexible bust
portions. -

In Figs. 6 and 7, we have shown our in-
vention as embodied in a single piece corset,
the two parts or halves 85, 35 of which are
fastened together along the median line of
the back by means of buttons 36 on the mar-
gin one part of which engages button holes
formed 1n the margin of the other part.
The said buttons are shown as fastened to
the corset body by means of flexible tapes
37 which are looped through the holes of
the buttons, thereby giving the necessary
flexibility to . enable the garment to Dbe
readily buttoned. In this form of garment
we may provide at the lateral front sides
thereof slits or openings 39, 39 which extend
from points just above the waist line of the
corset to the bottom thereof, and which
openings may be closed by lacing strings
40, 40, laced through eyelets at the margins
of said openings.. With this construction the
corset may be buttoned at the back while the
front openings 39 are unlaced, and said
openings may be thereafter closed by the lac-
ing strings to produce the proper support-
ing effect of the corset about the waist and
hips of the wearer. In this latter form of
corset we provide an upper flexible bust
portion 42 which is formed with inner and
outer walls 43, 44, respectively, to consti-
tute a single pocket extending from side to

side of the flexible bust .portion. This

8

pocket, is arranged to receive a single piece,
two-cell inflatable bag or other bust pad 45
shown in Figs. 8 and 9, each side of which
is made substantially like the single pad 16
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. The two cells 46,
46 of said bag’ 45 may be formed between
two like shaped rubber sheets whichy in the
manufacture thereof, are laid one over the
other and are cemented at their margins to
form the solid rims 47. The said sheets are
also cemented together between the cells to
form a web 48 of considerable width which
divides -the cells or bags, and the cells are
adapted to be independently inflated through
tubes 49 that extend through the solid rims
of the cells. The rear upper flexible portion
of the corset shown in Figs. 6 and 7 is like
that illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, and like
parts bear the same reference letters. “The
twe-cell inflatable bag may be inserted into
the pocket of the flexible bust portion 42
and attached therein in generally the same
manner as in the construction. before de-
scribed. When the two-cell bag is inflated,
it produces the same general contour of the
bust portion of the garment as in the pre-
viously described .construction. This form
of two-cell bag may also be used in unstiff-
ened waists and also in corset covers. The
web 48 between the cells of the two-cell bag
shown in Fig. 8, divides the distended cells
along the median line of the bust in simula-
tion of the natural contour of the human
breast, as will be apparent from an inspec-
tion of Fig. 9.

The two-cell bag or pad 45 may also be
used in the garment shown in Fig. 1 and in
such events provision will need to be made
for withdrawing one lobe or half from one
side of the flexible bust portion when the
garment is opened at its front. The inflat-
ing tubes of the bags or cells may extend
outwardly from the bags or cells through
the walls of the pockets and lie behind said
pockets, as shown in Fig. 2.

It will be apparent from the foregoing

that the bust portion of the garment will
assume the correct outlines or contour de-
sired and that the pads will be held firmly

in position without any danger of displace--

ment. When used in and constituting part
of a corset structure, the stiffened part of
the corset gives the necessary support to the
waist and lower bust portion o? the figure,
and the necessary forming effect to the hip
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portions of the figure and the pads give the -

desired forni to the bust, while at the same
time permitting ample freedom of move-
ment of the muscles of the bust.

Changes in the structural details may be

125

made without departing from the spirit of -

our invention. For instance, the flexible
bust pockets for the bust pads may in some
cases be detachably attached to the stiffened
part of the corset by means affording a firm
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-the stiffened corset body,

attachment when in place. Whenlvso. made

~* the pockets may be readily removed from

the garment for the purposes of washing the
saIe. R :
We claim as our invention :
1. In a combined corset and bust pad, the

combination with the stiffened or stayed |
“lower portion for supporting the waist and

lower bust portion of the figure, and open at
its front and provided at its front opening

‘with fastening means, of a flexible upper

bust portion located wholly above and at-
tached at its lower margin to the upper
margin of the stiffened portion of the corset
and eomprising inner and outer walls and
divided in line with the front opening of
the front margins
of said upper bust portion being flexible and
provided at its flexible margins with fasten-
ing devices independent of the fastening de-
vices of the lower stiffened portion of the
corset, and bust pads removably seated be-
tween said flexible upper bust portion walls,

2. In_a corset, the combination with a
stiffened or stayed lower portion for sup-
porting the waist and the lower bust portion
of the figure, of a flexible bust portion lo-
cated wholly above and attached at its lower

- margin to the upper margin of the front

30
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stiffened portion of the corset and formed

to provide pockets which are incorporated

in and form part of the corset structire and
which extend to the arm pits of the garment,
and elongated bust pads in said pockets ex-
tending at their outer ends to the outer ends

. of the pockets and diminishing in ‘vertical
“width to form outer pointed ends, the
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pointed ends of the pads being located above
the longitudinal center lines thereof. =

3. In_a corset, the combination with a
stiffened or stayed lower portion for sup-
porting the waist and the lower bust portion
of the figure, of a flexible bust portion lo-
cated wholly above and attached at its lower
margin to the upper margin of the front

stiffened portion of the corset and formed .
to provide pockets which are incorporated

in and form part of the corset structure and
which extend to the arm pits of the garment,
and inflatable bags or cells in said pockets
having means for admitting air thereto to
inflate the same, said inflatable bags or cells

‘extending at their outer ends to the outer

ends of the pockets at the arm pits of the
garment and diminishing in vertical width
toward their outer pointed ends.

4. In a corset, the combination with a
stiffened or stayed lower portion for sup-
porting the waist and the lower bust portion
of the figure, of a flexible bust portion lo-
cated wholly above and attached at its lower
margin to the upper margin of the stiffened

front portion of the corset, said bust portion

embracing inner and outer walls. between
which are formed pockets which extend out-

990,279 -

wardly to the arm pits of the garment and
are pointed at their outer ends and inflatable
bags or cells in said pockets havin
for admitting air thereto to inflate the same,
said inflatable bags or cells extending "at
their outer ends to
the pockets and diminishing in vertjcal
width toward their outer pointed ends, ‘the
pointed outer ends of the bags being located
above the longitudinal center lines thereof,

5. In a corset, the combination with a
stiffened or stayed lower portion for sup-
porting the waist and the lower bust portion
of the figure,

gin to.the upper margin of the stiffened
portion and embracin inner and outer walls
between which are formed pockets which
extend at their outer ends to the arm pits of
the garment and are.tapered outwardly to
points and inflatable bags or cells having
means for admitting air thereto to inflate
the same, said inflatable bags or cells having
tapered outer ends which extend into the
tapered ends of the pockets at the arm pits
of the garment, and provided at their inner
ends with widened solid rims to suitably
separate the air bags when distended,

6. In a garment, a waist portion and a
flexible bust portion formed with inner and
outer walls to provide a pocket which ex-
tends to the arm pits of the garment, and a
double bust pad in said pocket, one pad at
each side of the front median line of the
corset, each “extending at one end to the
outer end of its pocket beneath the arm pit
and diminishing in vertical width to form
outer pointed ends, the pointed ends of the
pads being located above the- longitudinal
center lines thereof. '

7. In a garment, a waist portion and a
flexible bust portion formed with inner and
outer walls, inflatable bags or cells between
said walls,
median line of the garment, and formed be-
tween overlying layers of flexible material
which are fastened together at their edges
and are also fastened together along the
median line of the corset to produce a2 wide
web portion which divides the bags or cells
from each other, and means for separately
inflating said bags. T

8. In a garment, a waist portion and a

flexible bust portion embracing inner and

outer walls between which are formed pock-
ets, one at each side of the median line of
the corset, inflatable bags or cells in said
pockets and flexible filling tubes for use in
separately inflating the air bags or cells,
sald tubes being located at the inner lower
sides of the cells and extending through the
rear walls of the pockets at the sides of the
front median line of the corset and adapted
to hang down inside of and be concealeq by
the front of the corset. ‘

of a flexible bust portion lo- .
cated above“and attached at its Tower may--

one at each side of the front

means. .
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9. In a corset, a corset -body open at the
front side thereof and provided with fasten-

.- ing means at the margins of its side mem-
bers, the lower corset body being stiffened
"p-or stayed to support the waist and the lower
bust portion of the figure, a flexible bust
portion located wholly above and attached
at its lower margin to the upper margin of
the stiffened portion of the corset and com-
__1o0 .prising inner and outer walls, said flexible
bust portion being divided in line with the

front opening of the stiffened corset body |

-and provided at the margins of its front

opening with fastening devices, and air bags
or cells seated in said flexible bust portion 15
and having means for admitting air thereto
to inflate the same. ‘ . _
In testimony, that we claim the foregoing
as our invention we affix our signatures in
the presence of two witnesses,, this 21st day 20
of September A. D. 1909.
CLARENCE MAYER.
SAMUEL YAFFE.
Witnesses:
W. L. HaLy,
Georee R. WiLKINS.



