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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A hollow container which doubles as a package for 

containing intravenous tubing and as an arm board for 
use with the intravenous tubing. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
At present, commercially obtainable arm boards are 

available but have the drawback that their sole purpose 
and use is just for an arm board. The board is usually pro 
vided with sponge rubber padding and/or washable covers 
but may be simply a plain board. These arm boards are 
minimally satisfactory but are seldom readily available for 
use when it is necessary to give an intravenous solution to 
a patient. They are never kept with the new supply of 
intravenous tubing and are frequently misplaced or lost. 
Such a reusable arm board has to be sent for from storage 
thereby wasting the valuable time of the doctors and 
nurses and such a delay may even prove dangerous to the 
welfare of the patient. These reusable arm boards can 
transmit infections, are not adjustable and frequently are relatively expensive. 

In the past many physicians have frequently used a new 
full box of intravenous tubing as a temporary and some 
times permanent (on the order of several days) splint. A 
full box of intravenous tubing is necessary since an empty 
box in which the intravenous tubing ordinarily comes 
would be too weak to serve the purpose of an arm board. 
Thus in effect it is necessary to utilize two sets of intrave 
nous tubings for a single intravenous feeding. 
The combination intravenous tubing container and arm 

board of the present invention overcomes all of the above 
mentioned disadvantages by storing all the necessary 
equipment for intravenous feeding in a single compact 
inexpensive package. In accordance with the present inven 
tion, an arm board is readily available when you remove 
the tubing from the container. There is no need to initiate 
a time-consuming search for an arm board which is used 
solely for an arm board and there is no need to improvise 
by using a brand new, unused package of intravenous tub 
ing as a makeshift arm board. When the intravenous tub 
ing is removed from the container, the container may be 
reassembled and adjusted to the desired length so that it 
may be secured to the arm of a child or an adult with equal 
ease. The material from which the container or package is 
constructed is sufficiently rigid to provide the necessary 
stiffness for use as an arm board and inexpensive enough 
so that the container-arm board may be disposed of after 
a single use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is directed to a combination in 

travenous tubing container and arm board comprising a 
first hollow substantially rectilinear box member open at 
one end and a second hollow substantially rectilinear box 
member open at one end telescopically and slideably 
mounted within said first box member, each of said box 
members having one surface thereof provided with a con 
cave depression therein complementary to each other. 

Other features of the invention will be pointed out in the 
following description and claims and illustrated in the 
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2 
accompanying drawings, which disclosed by way of ex 
ample, the principles of the invention and the best mode 
which has been contemplated of applying these principles. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is perspective view of the combination intrave 

nous tubing container and arm board in the closed posi 
tion; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view along the line 2-2 of FIG. 
1 with the intravenous tubing shown in phantom lines; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view along the line 3-3 of FIG. 

2 with the tubing omitted; and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the container in partially 

extended position for use as an arm board with an arm 
shown in phantom lines. 
Turning now to a detailed description of the drawings, 

a combination intravenous tubing container and arm board 
is generally designated by the numeral 10 in FIG. 1. The 
container is comprised of a first hollow, substantially rec 
tangular box member 12 and a second hollow, substan 
tially rectangular box member 14 telescopically slideable 
within the box member 12. Each box member 12 and 14 is 
provided with one open end whereby when the two box 
members are disposed in fully telescoped relation they will 
define a closed receptacle or package for intravenous 
tubing 16 shown in phantom lines in FIG. 2. The two box 
members 12 and 14 may be constructed of plastic, card 
board or any other suitable material which will pro 
vide a substantially semi-rigid container. 
The external dimensions of the inside box 14 are only 

slightly smaller than the internal dimensions of the out 
side box 12 to provide a very close sliding fit therebetween. 
Due to this very close sliding fit it is necessary to provide 
a hole 18 in the end of the outside box 12 to enable the 
trapped air to escape when the box 14 is being inserted 
into the box 12. Once the box 14 is fully inserted within 
the box 12 as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the hole 18 is sealed 
by means of a tape 20 which may be provided with a suit 
able adhesive to secure the tape to the box. One end of the 
tape 20 may be left free of adhesive to facilitate grasping 
the tape when it is desired to remove the tape from the 
hole 18. When it is desired to open the box to remove the 
tubing therein, the tape 20 may be peeled off the box 12 to 
open the hole 18 and thereby break the suction forces 
which would tend to maintain the boxes 12 and 14 in their 
telescoped position. 
Other suitable forms of vent means may be provided 

such as a hole formed in one of the sides of the inner box 
14 adjacent the closed end. Thus the hole will remain un 
covered for substantially the entire length of the insertion 
stroke before being closed off by the outer box 12. 
Once the tubing has been removed from the boxes the 

empty box 14 may be reinserted in the empty box 12 and 
telescopically adjusted to provide the desired over-all 
length needed when the box combination will be used as 
an arm board. When the desired length is reached, the 
two boxes 12 and 14 may be secured in their proper as 
Sembled position by means of adhesive tape (not shown). 
The upper surface 22 of the box 12 and the upper surface 
24 of the box 14 are provided with a concaved depression 
So that when the box combination is utilized as an arm 
board the concave depression will be adapted to the curva 
ture of the arm. The arm board may then be secured to the 
patient's arm by any suitable means such as adhesive tape, 
tie cords or the like. Gauze or other suitable padding could 
be disposed between the arm board and the patient's arm to 
prevent undue pressure or irritation. 

Obviously many modifications and variations of the 
present invention are possible in the light of the above 
teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within the 
scope of the appended claims, the invention may be prac 
ticed otherwise than as specifically described. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A combination intravenous tubing container and arm 

board comprising a first hollow, substantially rectangular 
box member open at one end and a second hollow, sub 
stantially rectangular box member open at one end slid 
ably and telescopically disposed within said first box mem 
ber, each of said box members having one surface pro 
vided with a concave depression therein extending longi 
tudinally of said box member with the concave surface of 
said first box member being complementary to the con 
cave surface of said second box member and vent means 
in one of said box members in communication with the 
interior of said box member to facilitate relative sliding 
movement between said box members. 

2. A combination intravenous tubing container and 
arm board as set forth in claim 1 further comprising vent 
closure means detachably secured to said one box for clos 
ing said vent means. 

3. A combination intravenous tubing container and arm 
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box members are constructed of relatively stiff semi-rigid 
material. 

4. A combination intravenous tubing container and arm 
board as set forth in claim 3 wherein said material is 
plastic. 
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