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This invention relates to improvements in 
hospital and sick room appliances and has as an 
object to provide a support on which a patient 
confined to bed may be easily placed without 

Surface of the bed. - 
More specifically it is an object of this inven 

tion to provide a support which is so constructed 
that by rolling the device sidewise the patient is 
placed in position thereon to thereby entirely 
obviate the necessity of lifting the patient. 
Another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a device for facilitating the use of a bed 
an. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a Support of the character described which is 
normally in a flat position to Support a patient 
lying down, and which is arranged for nove 
ment to a position holding the patient in a sitting 
posture. 
Another object of this invention is to pro 

vide a support of the character described which 
while capable of being rolled sidewise to facilitate 
placing a patient thereon, also is arranged SC 
that when in its normal position, it will not roll 
from side to side unless sufficient force is ap 
plied, 
Another object of this invention is to provide a 

Support of the character described which is corn 
posed of hingedly connected sections adapted to 
be moved from positions of longitudinal align 
inent to positions angularly disposed with re 
spect to each other for enabling a patient to be 
raised to a sitting posture and to also render 
the device more compact when not in use. 
With the above and other objects in view which 

will appear as the description proceeds, this in 
vention resides in the novel construction, con 
bination and arrangement of parts Substantially 
as hereinafter described and more particularly 
defined by the appended claims, it being under 
stood that such changes in the precise embodi 
Inent of the herein disclosed invention may be 
made as come within the Scope of the claims. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate several 

complete examples of the physical embodiment of 
the invention constructed according to the best 
modes so far devised for the practical applica 
tion of the principles thereof, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an appliance 
embodying this invention, a part thereof being 
broken away to illustrate structural details; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the device 
showing the manner in which a patient there 
on may be raised to a sitting posture; 

(C. 4-12) . 
Figure 3 is a cross section view through g 

ure 1. On the plane of the line 3-3; 
Figure 4 is a perspective view with parts broken 

away illustrating a modified embodiment of the 
invention; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of another modi 
fied embodiment of the invention which is more 
On the Order of the Support illustrated in Fig 
ure ; 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the support 
shown in Figure 5 in its collapsed position; 

Figure 7 is an end view taken on the plane of 
the line - of Figure 5; and 

Figure 8 is a side view of the support shown in 
Figure 5 with its two complementary sections ar 
ranged at angles to each other. 
Referring now more particularly to the accom 

panying drawings in which like numerals indi 
cate like parts throughout the several views, the 
numeral 5 designates the Supporting top of the 
device on which the patient lies. At its oppo 
site ends the top has rocker Supports 6 and . 
The top 5 and the rocker supports S and are 
preferably formed of a moisture proof, non 
metallic material Such as fiber or a phenol Cons 
densation product. 

Both rocker supports 6 and E are hollow and 
the support S has telescoped therein an extensi 
ble section 3 provided with a head rest 9. The 
head rest 9 may be of any desired construction 
and in the present instance is shown as a fabric 
strip stretched between two spaced supports 3 
mounted on the extensible Section 8. 
The other rocker support i has its end open to 

provide for the reception of a bed pan and the 
top 5 above the rocker Support and consequent 
ly above the bed pain is cut away as at 2 to 
afford access to the pan. 

Substantially triangular reinforcing fanges 3 
are provided at both ends of the rocker Support 
7. The inner edges of these flanges are connect 
ed by walls 4 curved to conform to the sides of 
the bed pan and slidably guide the pan for move 
ment to and from its position disposed. Within the 
rocker T as illustrated. 
To place the patient. On the Support, the patient 

is first turned on One side and the device placed 
on edge with its top against the back of the pa 
tient. Then by rolling the device upon its rock 
ers it may be readily returned to its normal hor 
izontal position with the patient lying thereon. 

Besides providing means for facilitating the use 
of a bed pain the device has many other uses 
which will be readily apparent to those familiar 
With hospital practice. 
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If employed as illustrated for facilitating the 
use of a bedpan, after the patient has been placed 
on the supporting top 5 in the manner described, 
the head end portion of the structure may be 
elevated to a position shown in Figure 2 to hold 
the patient in a sitting posture, the supporting 
top 5 bending as illustrated to permit this dispo 
sition. 
A modification of the invention is illustrated 

in Figure 4. In this construction, the supporting 
top upon which the patient rests is in the form 
of a fabric 5 stretched between the edges of an 
arcuate metal supporting member f6. 
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Any manner of attaching the fabric to the sup 
porting member 6 may be employed and in the 
present instance it is secured in position and 
stretched taut by lacing its side edges along the 
bottom of the rocker support f6, as at T. Re 
inforcing ribs 8 may be provided to hold the 
arcuate rocker support 6 in proper shape. 
This embodiment of the invention is particu 

larly useful in any instance where it is necessary 
that the patient be held in a position permitting 
the passage of ventilating air under his body. 
Another modified embodiment of the invention 

is illustrated in Figures 5 to 8, inclusive. The 
structure shown herein is similar to that illus 
trated in Figures 1, 2 and 3, but has several ad 
vantages thereover. 

In this construction, the support is composed 
of two complementary sections 20 and 2, hinged 
ly connected as at 22. These sections have sub 
stantially flat tops and rocker supports 23 and 
24, respectively, shown in the present instance 
as extending throughout the entire length of 
the sections. 
The rocker supports 2 and 24, however, are 

not curved throughout their extent, but have a 
flat bottom 25 wide enough to hold the support 
in a normal horizontal position, until sufficient 
force is applied to overbalance the same where 
upon the Support may be rolled sidewise in the 
Sane manner as herein described, while at the 
same time the necessity for holding the support 
while the patient is thereon, or jamming pillows 
under the sides thereof to prevent accidental 
rolling, is entirely obviated. 

It is also noted that the section 2, which sup 
ports the back and head of the patient, is wider 
at its Outer end than the section. 20. This tapered 
shape of the support provides sufficient width to 
confortably support the shoulders and head of 
the patient without objectionably increasing the 
width of the section 20 which forms the seat 
when the support is in use. 
The depth or height of the support also varies 

from one end to the other, being maximum at 
the head supporting end as best shown in Figure 
8 so that when in its normal substantially hori 
Zontal position, there is a slight upward inclina 
tion. So that a special head rest need not be pro 
vided. 
As in the embodiments hereinbefore described, 

the rockers 23 and 24 are hollow and the rocker 
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23, which supports the section 20, is provided with 
the reinforcing walls 8 and 4, and affords a 
container for the bed pan f in the same manner 
as shown in Figure 1. 

In this embodiment of the invention, the sup 
port being COmposed of two hingedly connected 
Sections, it will be readily apparent that when it 
is desired to raise a patient to a sitting posture 
the sections are swung about their hinged con 
nection as shown in Figure 8 and when not in 
use, the Support may be collapsed as shown in 

1998,061 
Figure 6, which reduces its overall size and facili 
tates handling thereof. 

Straps 27 having suitable snap fasteners may 
be provided to hold the sections in their collapsed 
positions, and a hand opening 28 affording a 
handle may be cut into the end wall 29 of the 
section 2 f. 
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While the bed pan has been shown and de- . 
scribed as a metal pan of a shape to fit the hol 
low of the rocker support, it will be readily ap 
parent that any desired type of pan may be emi 
ployed without deviating from the scope of this 
invention. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. An appliance of the character described com 

prising a top to support a patient, and a rocker 
support for said top whereby the appliance may 
be rocked transversely about a longitudinal axis 
to facilitate placing of a patient thereon. 

2. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a top surface upon 
which the patient rests when in position on the 
device, and a rocker support for said top surface 
which allows the device to be rocked transversely 
about a longitudinal axis to facilitate placing of 
the patient on the device. . 

3. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a substantially flat 
top upon which the patient rests when placed on 
the device, and a hollow arcuate rocker support 
for said top enabling transverse rocking motion 
of said device on a longitudinal axis to facilitate 
placing the patient thereon. 

4. A device upon which a patient confined to 
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bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a substantially flat 
top upon which the patient rests when in position 
thereon, rocker means to support said top and to 
enable transverse rocking motion of the device 
about a longitudinal axis to facilitate the placing 
of a patient thereon, and said substantially flat 
top being flexible to enable one end portion of the 
device to be raised while the other end portion 
remains in a substantially horizontal position to 
enable the patient to be raised to a sitting pos 
ture. 

5. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 5 
the patient which comprises a substantially flat 
top upon which the patient rests, rocker means 
to support the top in an elevated position and to 
enable transverse rocking movement of the de 
vice about a longitudinal axis, and a head rest at : 
one end of the top and projecting above the sur 
face thereof. 

6. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a substantially flat 
top upon which the patient rests, rocker means 
to support the top in a position elevated above 
the top of the bed and to enable transverse rock 
ing movement of said device about a longitudinal 
axis, and a head rest adjustably mounted at one 
end of the device for movement endwise of the 
device. 

7. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a substantially flat 
top upon which the patient rests when placed 
thereon, hollow rocker means to support the top 
above the surface of the bed arid to enable side 
wise rocking of the device about a longitudinal 
axis to facilitate placing the patient thereon, and 
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a receptacle removably received in the Space with 
in part of the hollow rocker means, the substan 
tially flat top having an opening to afford access 
to the removable receptacle. 

8. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a substantially flat 
top formed of semi-rigid material upon which 
the patient rests when placed on the device, hol 
low rocker means to support said top from the 
surface of the bed and to facilitate placing the 
patient on the device by enabling sidewise rock 
ing thereof about a longitudinal axis, a recep 
tacle removably received in one end of the hol 
low rocker support, the top having an opening 
above the receptacle to afford access thereto, 
and the top being capable of flexure on a trans 
verse line to enable a patient positioned on the 
device to be raised to a sitting posture. 

9. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a substantially 
trough shaped rocker support, and a Supporting 
top stretched between the side edges of the 
trough shaped support. 

10. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a trough shaped 
rigid support adapted to rock sidewise about a 
longitudinal axis, and a fabric Supporting top 
upon which the patient is placed stretched be 
tween the side edges of the trough shaped Sup 
port. 

11. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a trough shaped 
rigid support adapted to rock sidewise about a 
longitudinal axis, and a fabric Supporting top 

- engaged over the side edges of the trough shaped 
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support, and lacings connecting the side edges 
of the fabric top at the outer curved surface of 
the trough shaped support. 

12. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a substantially 
trough shaped rigid support adapted to rock 
sidewise about a longitudinal axis, a substantial 
ly flat supporting top connecting the side edges 
of the trough shaped support, and said trough 
shaped support having its extreme bottom flat 
to retard rocking thereof from a normal hori 
Zontal position. 

13. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a top surface upon 
which the patient rests when in position on the 
device, and rocker supporting means for Said top 
surface having its extreme bottom flat and its 
sides curved to enable sidewise rocking of the 
device to facilitate placing of the patient thereon. 

14. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a substantially flat 
supporting top upon which the patient rests 
when in position. On the device, Said Supporting 
top tapering in width from One end to the other, 
and rocker supporting means extending to the 

3 
side edges of the top and providing a rocker 
support for the top on which the entire device 
may be rocked sidewise to facilitate placing a 
patient thereon. 

15. A device upon which a patient confined to 
bed may be placed without necessitating lifting 
the patient which comprises a Substantially flat 
supporting top upon which the patient rests 
when in position on the device, Said Supporting 
top tapering in width from one end to the other, 
and rocker supporting means extending to the 
side edges of the top and providing a rocker Sup 
port for the top on which the entire device may 
be rocked sidewise to facilitate placing a patient 
thereon, said rocker supporting means being 
higher at the wide end of the device than at its 
opposite end so that the Supporting top is in an 
inclined position when the device is in its nor 
mal position of use. 

16. A device of the character described Com 
prising two sections, means to hingedly connect 
the Sections, each section having a Substantially 
flat supporting top, and rocker Supporting means 
adapted to form substantially continuations of 
each other when the Sections are in One relative 
position, Said rocker supporting means of the 
sections enabling sidewise rocking movement of 
the entire device to facilitate placing a patient 
thereon, one of Said Sections providing a seat 
and the other affording a back and head rest 
movable to a position holding a patient thereOn. 
in a sitting posture. 

17. In a device of the character described Com 
prising two sections each having a substantially 
flat supporting top, and a curved bottom. Wall 
affording rocker Supporting means, means for 
hingedly connecting the Sections along an axis 
adjacent the meeting ends of the flat supporting 
tops of the two sections to enable angular move 
ment of the sections from a position in flat align 
ment at which the device may be rocked sidewise 
to facilitate placing a patient thereon to a posi 
tion at which the Sections are angularly disposed 
to support a patient thereon in sitting posture. 

18. A device of the character described con 
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prising a Substantially flat Supporting top, rocker 
means for Supporting the top in a position ele 
wated from the surface of a bed and enabling 
sidewise rocking movement of the device to fa 
cilitate placing a patient thereon, and Said de 
vice being foldable medially of its ends to en 
able movement of its opposite end portions from 
positions in flat alignment to positions angularly 
disposed with respect to each other. 

19. A device of the character described com 
prising two complementary Sections each hav 
ing a supporting top and rocker means to Sup 
port the top from the Surface of a bed, said Sec 
tions being arranged end to end, and a hinged 
connection between the Sections, said hinged 
connection enabling angular disposition of one 
Section. With respect to the other to enable rais 
ing a patient. On the device to a sitting posture, 
and enabling the Sections to be folded on each 
other to completely collapse the device for con 
venience in handling when not in use. 

FRANK C. WACHS. 
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