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This invention relates to a wall construction
and is particularly directed to a frame which may
be constructed entirely of metal, may be pre-
fabricated, may be shipped in knocked down con-
dition, may be easily assembled and may be so
installed and assembled that it will accommodate
the normal service mains regardless of their posi-
tions and yet will positively retain the necessary
rigidity.

Tt is in the nature of a modification of the
construction shown in my application Serial No.
313,734, filed on January 13, 1940.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of
such a wall frame, wherein is disclosed a base
and channel studs;

Figure 2 is a horizontal section of the con-
struction shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a vertical end view of said con-
struction;

Figure 4 is a top plan view of a modification
of the device which is used as a wall furring;

Pigure 5 is a vertical end view thereof partly
broken away; and

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 of a
modified form of wall furring.

Referring to the partition wall shown in Fig-
ures 1 and 2, it includes a base consisting of
runners | and 2 that are in the form of strips
preferably made of metal. The strips are in
spaced relation to each other and are held in
spaced relation and to the floor by clips 3. Each
of these clips is permanently secured at 4 to an
upturned flange 5 of one of the runners 2 for
instance. On the opposite end of the clip 3 is an
upturned tongue 6 that may be inserted through
an eclongated opening 1 in an upturned flange
8 on the opposite runner 1. Thus the lower ends
of the runners are held in spaced relation to
each other. The clip 3 may be secured to the
floor by fasteners 9 such as nails or screws which
will position the base on the floor and will insure
the permanent securement of the runners to-
gether at their lower edges. .

The upper downwardly turned flanges 10 and
{{ on the runners I and 2 respectively are pro-
vided with elongated slots {2 which are adapted
to receive tongues I3 on spacer clips 14, which
clips and tongues are associated with the run-
ners | and 2 in the manner described in my pre-
viously referred to patent application, that is to
say, the tongues 13 pass through the apertures
12 and engage with the inner faces of the run-
ners | as illustrated in Figure 3 of the drawing.
Each of these clips is provided with an opening
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{5 for ‘the reception of a wall stud 18, which
extends to the ceiling and may be secured there-
to in any suitable manner as, for instance, in
the manner illustrated in said patent applica-
tion.

In assembling and placing the device above
described the strip 2 may be placed upon the
floor and secured thereto by the fastening means
9, The opposite strip 1 may then be dropped
in place with the tongue 6 extending through the
elongated opening T.. The spacer clips 14 are
then attached to the upper edges of the runners
1 and 2 and the vertical studding put in place.

This arrangement, as it will be realized, makes
it possible to pre-form the various elements of
the construction and to assemble them with the
greatest possible speed and exactitude of place-
ment. Because of the possibility of adjusting
one runner with relation to the other longitudi-
nally, and the spacer clips {4 in respect of the
runners, it is of course possible to place these
elements of the wall construction in place in
relation to the service mains regardless of the
positions of these mains.

In Figures 4 and 5 I have illustrated a modi-
fication of the construction shown in Figures 1
and 2 in which certain elements thereof are used
in furring rather than in wall construction, and
in these figures the furring is so constructed that
it will accommodate the vertical stud 18. In the
construction shown in these figures a single run-
ner 19 having flanges 20 and 21 similar to those
described in Figure 1 is used. However, the elon-
gated openings in the flanges are eliminated.

A fastener clip 22 having a keystone wing por-
tion 23 adapted to fit within the channels formed
by the flanges 20 and 21 is provided with a base
24 for attachment to the wall by fasteners 25.

In assembling these elements the spacer clips
may be fastened to the wall and then the strip
19 simply slid upon the clips, or conversely the
strip may be generally put in position and each
fastener clip assembled therewith so that it is
engaged with the strip in the manner described,
and then the base of each clip may be attached
to the wall. A tongue 26 is struck from each
clip 22 and is adapted to resiliently clip the lower
end of the U-shaped wall stud (8 to hold the
lower ends of the studs in position, the upper
ends of the studs being attached to the ceiling
in any desired manner, such for instance as has
been described.

With this construction the lathing may be
placed upon the vertical studs in the usual man-
ner and the plaster applied thereto.
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In Figure 6 of the drawing I have illustrated
the form of device in Figure 5 attached to a
wall furring in which no vertical stud is used.
In this figure the spacer clip 28 is attached to
the runner 29 in the manner described in Figure
5, and the base 30 is attached to the wall by
fastener means 31.

In this form of device the elements may bhe
assembled in the manner described in connection
with the construction shown in Figure 5.

While I have illustrated and described a par-
ticular embodiment of my invention, it is to be
realized that modifications in details of the con-
struction may be made within the scope of the
claims.

What I claim is:

1. A wall base including spaced runners, one
of said runners having apertures adjacent its
lower edge, clips permanently secured to the other
of sald runners adjacent its lower edge and hav-
ing tongues on the ends thereof engaged in said
apertures, and means securing the upper edges of
the runners together.

2. A wall base including spaced runners, one
of said runners having an inwardly turned aper-

tured flange adjacent. its lower edge, clips per-
manently secured to the other of said runners
adjacent its lower edge and having tongues. on
the ends thereof engaged in said apertures, and
means securing the upper edges of the runners
together.

3. A wall base including spaced runners, one
of sald runners having an inwardly turned
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flange adjacent its lower edge, clips carried by
and extending from the other runner adjacent its
lower edge, the flange on the first mentioned
runner and the clips having interengaging
tongues and apertures, and means securing the
upper edges of the runners together.

4. A wall base including spaced runners, clips
carried by and extending from one of said run-
ners adjacent its lower edge, interengaging
neans on the clips and other runner located ad-
jacent the lower edge of the other runner and
securing the same together, and means securing
the upper edges of the runners together.

5. A wall base including spaced runners, a clip
permanently secured to one of the runners ad-
jacent the lower edge of the latter and adapted
to rest on a floor, and having means interen-
gaged with the cther runner adjacent the lower
edge of the latter and locking the runner and
clip- together, which means is interengageable
after the clip has been placed on the floor, and
means securing the upper edges of the runners
together.

6. A wall base including spaced runners, a
clip permanently secured to one of the runners
adjacent its lower edge and adapted to rest upon
the floor, means on the other runner adjacent its
lower edge engaging said clip above its upper
surface to secure the runner and clip together
whereby they may be interengaged after the clips
are placed upon the floor, and means for securing
the upper edges of the runners together.

FRANK LA GROTTA.



