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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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TANNING COMPOUND. 

No. 869,723. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 29, 1907. 
Application filed January 7, 1905. Serial No. 240,079, Renewed May 3, 1907. Serial No. 37l,66l. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Hor ACE M. MURRAY, a citizen of 

the United States, residing at Seligman, in the county 
of Barry and State of Missouri, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Tanning Compounds, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention has for its object to provide a novel 

compound for coloring and tanning skins and hide. 
The compound comprises, essentially, terra japonica, 

fluid extract of crane's bill, alum and a coloring mate 
rial, the latter for hides being preferably gum gambier. 
The proportions of the ingredients will vary according 
to the nature and age of the hide or skin and the length 
of time the same is to remain in the bath. The follow 
ing proportions are given for approximately five gal 
lons of water in the preparation of a bath for one to two 
year old calf hides: 

Terra japonic:l. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 lbs. 
Gum gambier. ----------- - - - - - - - - - - - 2 * * 
Alun - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1. “ 

Fluid extract crane's bill............ 15 oz. 

The ingredients are mixed and the hide after being 
limed, depilated and bated, is immersed in the solu 
tion the required time until thoroughly tanned... For 
skins and small hides, the proportions will be less and 
for cow, ox and horse hides the proportions will be in 
creased. For example, the skin of a yearling is adapt 
ed to be readily tanned in a comparatively weak tan 
ning solution, whereas the hide of a bull requires a 
longer time and a tanning solution of greater strength. 
By varying the proportions of the ingredients to a given 
amount of water, the strength of the solution may be 
regulated to suit the nature of the hide to be tanned. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed as new is: 
A tanning solution consisting of water, gum gambier. 

terra japonica, alum, and crane's bill in about the propol'- 
tions specified. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in presence of 
two Witnesses. 

HORACE MI. MURRAY. L. s. 
Witnesses : 

H. M. WALLACE, 
J. Z. SEXTON. 
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