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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

- EMMA EILENBERGER BIXLER, OF EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA.

METAL WINDOW-BOX FOR FLOWERS.

No. 812,806.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 20, 1906.

Appiication filed August 10,1905, Serial No. 273,668,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Emvma EILENBERGER
BIXLER, & citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Easton, in the county of Northampton

and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a

riew and useful Metal Window-Box for Flow-
ers, of which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
metal window-boxes for flowers.

The object of the present invention is to
improve fhe construction of metal window-
boxes for flowers and to provide a simple and
comparatively inexpensive flower - box of
great strength and durability designed to re-
ceive growing plants of various kinds and
adapted to be arranged either interiorly or
exteriorly of a window having either a wide
or narrow sill.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a decorative window-box of this char-

~ acter which will be highly ornamental in ap-
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pearance and in which the proper drainage |

will be provided, whereby the plants will be
maintained in healthy condition.

The invention also has for its object to pre-
vent any leakage of the drainage and to pro-
vide simple and efficient means for remov-
ably supporting a drip-pan for catching all
superfluous water.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination and arrangement of parts
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in
the claims hereto appended, it being under-
stood that various changes n the form, pro-
portion, size, and minor details of construc-
tion within the scope of the claims may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the in-
vention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a window-box constructed in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a reverse
plan view of the same. Fig. 3isa longitu-
dinal sectional view taken substantially on
the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a transverse
sectional view talen substantially on the line
4 4 of Fig. 2.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

3 designates an oblong window -box de-
signed to receive growing plants and con-
structed of suitable sheet metal—such as gal-
vanized iron, copper, or aluminium—and

composed of front and rear walls 2 and 3, end
walls 4, and ahorizontal bottom 5. The win-
dow-box, which is adapted to be arranged
either interiorly or exteriorly of a window
having either a wide or narrow sill, is pro-
vided at its bottom with depending legs or
supports 6, constructed of sheet metal or
other suitable material and preferably ta-
pered and fluted, as shown, to present an or-
namental appearance.
are located at the outer portion of the bottom
adjacent to the front wall and a short dis-
tance from the end walls to avoid interfer-
ing with a drain pipe or tube 7, which is also
located at the outer portion of the bottom, as
clearly illustrated in Figs. 2 and 4 of the
drawings. The legs extend below the plane
of the bottom of the drain pipe or tube and
prevent the latter from coming in contact
%Vith the window-sill or other supporting-sur-
ace.

‘The drain pipe or tube, which is closed at

the end 8, is tapered and has an inclined bot-.

tom, the enlarged end emptying into a remov-
able drip-pan 9. The smaller end 8 is pref-
erably closed by the adjacent leg; but it may
be closed in any other desired manner, as will
be readily understood, and the bottom of the
window - box is provided at intervals with
drain-apertures 10 for permitting superfluous
water to escape to the drain pipe or tube.
The drip-pan, which is rectangular, is pro-
vided in one of its side walls with a segmen-
tal or substantially semicircular recess 11 of
a size to receive the enlarged end of the drain
pipe or tube, and the edges of the recess or
opening 11 conform to the configuration of
the same. The enlarged end of the drain
pipe or tube extends into the drip-pan and
projects from the adjacent side wall, as
clearly shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, the
drip-pan being placed in such position by
moving it laterally after the side opening or
recess is brought opposite the drain pipe or
tube. The drip-pan is provided at opposite
sides with horizontal supporting-flanges 12
and 13 of different widths, the inner flange
being narrower than the outer flange 13.
These flanges 12 and 13 are received in guides
or ways 14 and 15, consisting of metal strips
or pieces secured to the lower face of the bot-
tom and having offset portions spaced from
the bottom to form grooves or ways for the
flanges 12 and 13 of the drip-pan. The metal
strip forming the guide or way 15 is wider
than the other metal strip to provide suffi-

The legs or supports
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cient space for permitting the drip-pan to be
moved laterally to engage it with the adja-
cent end of the drain pipe or tube. The drip-
pan is of a width less than the width of the
space between the guides or ways to enable
it to be moved laterally to and from the drain
pipe or tube, and the' distance between the
outer edge of the narrow supporting-flange
and the opposite side of the drip-pan isgreater
than the width of the space between the
guides or ways, so that it is impossible for the
drip - pan to become disengaged from the
guides or ways by the said lateral movement.
The drip-pan is preferably tapered toward its
inner end to conform to the configuration of
the outer inclined portion of a window-sill
and to secure an increased capacity. It is
provided at its front with a ring 16, form-
g a handle for enabling it to be readily re-
moved and securely held; but any other form

~ of handle may be provided, as will be readily
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understood.

The window-box is retained in a window
by means of a pair of connecting bars or
straps 17, arranged at an inclination and riv-
eted or otherwise secured to the ends of the
box adjacent to the upper edges thereof and
close to the inner or rear wall. The upper
ends of the straps or bars 17 are secured to
the woodwork of the window-frame, prefer-
ably by means of screw-eyes 18, which are
set at an inclination and which are adapted
to receive flagstafls, as illustrated in dotted
lines in Fig. 1 of the drawings, for enabling
a window to be easily decorated when desired.

The front wall of the window-box is deco-
rated, preferably, by removable ornamental
tiling 19, consisting of rectangular blocks ar-
ranged in a horizontal groove or way formed
by spaced upper and lower exteriorly - ar-
ranged substantially L -shaped flanges 20,

. projecting from the top and bottom of the

45

box. The flanges receive the upper and
lower edges of the pieces of tiling and engage
the front faces thereof. The longitudinal
groove or way extends the entire length of
the window-box, and the tiling may be read-
ily reimoved at the ends of the box when de-

~ sired, and the ornamentation can thereby be
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changed. The front of the window-box may
also be ornamented in any other desired man-
ner. :

By constructing the window-box of metal
it will not absorb moisture and draw insects
like a wooden box, and as there is a perfect
drainage plants may be maintained in a
healthy condition.

When the window-box is placed in a win-
‘dow having a wide sill, as illustrated in Fig. 4
of the drawings, the legs or supports rest upon
the outer portion of the window-sill and main-
tain the window-box perfectly steady and
solid. When the box 1s placed on a narrow
sill, the inner portion of the body rests upon
the sill, and it is firmly held in such position

812,808

by the straps or bars 17. The window-box
may be arranged exteriorly of the window in
summer and can be easily transferred to the
interior in cold weather, and as the remov-
able drip-pan is securely supported in posi-
tion there is no liability of the water leaking
from the device and soiling or otherwise in-
juring carpets, wall-paper, or the like.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A device of the class described, com-
prising a metallic box designed to be placed
on a window-sill and provided at its outer
portion with supporting-legs, and a drain
pipe or tube located at the outer portion of
the box and having its bottom located in a
plane above the lower ends of the legs, where-
by it is maintained out of contact with the
window-sill.

2. A device of the class described, com-
prising a plant-box provided at its outer por-
tion with supporting-legs, said box being also
provided at intervals with drain-apertures,
and a drain pipe or tube secured to the bot-
tom of the box beneath the drain-apertures.

3. A device of the class described, com-
prising a window-box provided at its outer
portion with legs and having a drain pipe or
tube, and a drip-pan receiving the drain pipe
or tube and detachably supported by the said
box, the bottom of the drip-pan being ar-
fanged in a plane above the lower ends of the
egs.

g4. A device of the class described, com-
prising a plant-box provided at its outer por-
tion with legs and having drain-apertures, a
tapering drain pipe or tube secured to the
bottom of the box and having an inclined
bottom, and a drip-pan removably suspended
from the bottom of the box and receiving one
end of the drain pipe or tube.

5. A device of the class described, com-
prising a plant-box provided with a drain
pipe or tube and having a drain-aperture
communicating. with the same, a drip-pan
provided at one side with an opening ar-
ranged to receive one end of the drain pipe or
tube, said drip-pan being also provided with
opposite supporting-flanges, guides or ways
receiving the supporting-flanges, the drip-
pan being of a width less than the space be-
tween the guides or ways, whereby it is capa-
ble of lateral movement to engage and disen-
gage the drain pipe or tube.

6. A device of the class described; com-
prising a plant-box provided with a drain
pipe or tube and having a drain-aperture
communicating with the same, a drip-pan
provided at one side with an opening ar-
ranged to receive one end of the drain pipe or
tube, said drip-pan being also provided with
opposite supporting-flanges, guides or ways
receiving the supporting-flanges, the drip-pan
being of a width less than the space between
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the guides or ways, whereby it is cap able of
lateral movement to engage and disengage the
drain pipe or tube, the distance between each
side wall of the drip-pan and the outer edge
of the flange of the opposite wall being greater
than the width of thespace between the guides
or ways to prevent the drip-pan from becom-
ing disengaged by the said lateral movement.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature 1o
in the presence of two witnesses.

EMMA EILENBERGER BIXLER.

Witnesses:
Eprte BIXLER,
James S. Downs.



