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The present invention relates to lunch boxes, and per 
tains more particularly to a compartment which can be 
attached to a lunch box for carrying an additional vac 
uum container. 
A popular type of lunch box, which is in almost uni 

versal use by workmen in the United States, consists of 
a box-like lower portion and a domed lid, with means for 
securing a vacuum bottle in the lid. The vacuum bottle 
usually is used for coffee, but many workers find that 
they would like either additional coffee between meals, 
or a hot dish, such as soup or stew, for their lunch. 

Since the domed lid is substantially filled by the vacuum 
bottle customarily supplied with such lunch boxes, there 
is no room in the box for an additional vacuum con 
tainer for such use without seriously curtaining the amount 
of space left for solid food in the lower part of the lunch 
box. 
The present invention contemplates the provision of a 

compartment which can be removably attached to a 
lunch box of this type to provide space for carrying an 
additional vacuum container. 
The invention also provides a compartment which may 

be easily attached to or removed from an end of a con 
ventional type of lunch box, and which conforms in 
cross sectional shape and operating characteristics with 
the lunch box to which it is connected, a handle being 
provided on the compartment for connecting to the 
farthest end of the lunch box handle to provide balanced 
support for the combined lunch box and compartment. 
A further object of the invention is to provide anim 

proved accessory compartment for a domed lid lunch box. 
These, and other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion, will be apparent from the following description and 
the accompanying drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a lunch box 
having a compartment embodying the invention removably 
attached thereto, two vacuum containers and a support for 
one of the vacuum bottles being shown in broken lines. 

Fig. 2 is an end elevational view of the left hand end 
of the assembly shown in Fig. 1, the upright vacuum 
container in the accessory compartment being shown in 
dotted lines. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the accessory 
compartment shown at the left in Fig. 1, an intermediate 
portion of the carrying handle being broken away. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, side elevational 
view showing the right hand portion of the lunch box 
handle shown in Fig. 1 with the accessory handle con 
nected thereto. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view of 
the interconnection between the accessory compartment 
and the lunch box taken along line 5-5 of Fig. 2. 

Briefly, the invention provides an accessory compart 
ment A conforming in cross sectional size and configura 
tion with an end of a conventional lunch box B with 
which it is to be used. The compartment A is inter 
connected by a reversely bent lip 6 to an end wall 7 of 
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the lunch box, and has an elongated carrying handle 8 
extending from an anchor member 9 on top of the com 
partment to the far end of the handle 10 which is con 
ventionally supplied with the lunch box B to provide bal 
anced support for the entire assembly as shown in Figs. 
1 and 2. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the lunch box B 
comprises a box-like body 11 of sheet metal, with a 
domed lid 2 hingedly connected thereto at 13. Clasps 
14 and 15 are provided to hold the lid 12 in closed condi 
tion. A conventional vacuum container C is mounted in 
the lid 12 by a usual supporting clip 18. The usual 
carrying handle 10 provided on the lid 12 is attached 
thereto by rings 20 and 21 secured to anchor members 
22 and 23 on the top of the lid 12. 
The compartment. A comprises a box-like body portion 

24 similar in cross sectional configuration to the body 
portion is of the lunch box B. The end wall 25 of the 
compartment which is intended to abut the left hand end 
wall 7 of the lunch box B as shown in Fig. 1 is provided 
with a flange 28 (Fig. 5) thereon which is offset outwardly 
at 29 from the end wall 25 of which it is part to receive 
the end wall 2a (Fig. 5) of the lid 2 of the lunch box 
B between this offset flange and the lid 33 of the com 
partment A. 
The flange 28 is bent reversely upon itself at 30 to form 

the lip 6, which hooks over the upper edge of the end wall 
7 of the lunch box body i. The lip 6 preferably is of a 
length substantially equal to that of the end wall 7 of the 
body to center the extension A on the end wall 25. A 
spacer ridge 7a is provided at the lower end of the com 
partment end wall and is of the same height as the offset 
portion of the flange 28 to space the upper and lower 
portions of the compartment body 24 at equal distances 
from the lunch box body i. 
The body 24 of the compartment A preferably is of a 

length substantially equal to its width, so as to receive a 
vacuum container D of predetermined diameter therein. 
It is preferred that the vacuum container D for the 
compartment A be of the type known as "stubby" which 
is a low, wide-mouth vacuum container best suited for 
holding hot dishes such as soups, stews and vegetables, 
which are to be eaten with a spoon. 
A lid 33 is provided for the accessory compartment A, 

the lid 33 being of a cross sectional configuration corre 
sponding to that of the lid 12 of the lunch box B. A 
clasp 34 is provided to secure the compartment lid 33 
closed, and the latter lid is hingedly connected to the ex 
tensioi body 24 similarly to the lid 12 of the lunch box 
B 
A retaining finger 35, which may be of metal, is secured 

to the accessory compartment lid 33 and extends over 
the lid 2 of the lunch box proper, so that when the lunch 
box lid 2 is raised the compartment lid 33 will be raised 
with it. However, it is apparent that the lid 33 of the 
compartment A may be raised independently of the lid 
2 of the lunch box. 
Since the handle 10 of the lunch box proper B would 

be off-center for carrying the combined lunch box and 
compartment shown in Fig. 1, the extension handle 8 is 
permanently attached at one end thereof to the anchor 
member 9 provided therefor on the compartment lid 33. 
This anchor member 9 is spaced inwardly from the outer 
end 37 of the compartment A a distance substantially 
equal to the inward spacing of the anchor members 22 
and 23 from the ends of the lunch box B with which the 
compartment A is to be used. The extension handle 8 
is of a length to extend from the anchor member 9 on 
the compartment to the farther anchor member 23 on the 
lunch box. 
The other end of the extension handle 8 from that 
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attached to the compartment A is provided with a hook 
38 formed for hooked attachment to the farther end of 
the lunch box handle 10, so that the combined lunch box 
and compartment as shown in Fig. 1 will then be located 
centrally of the extension handle 8. 
The invention provides an accessory compartment 

which may be easily and quickly attached to an end of 
any lunch box of corresponding size and shape, and 
which, when attached thereto, becomes substantially an 
integral part of the lunch box to which it is attached. 
The lid 12 of the lunch box proper fits over the offset 
portion 29 of the flange 28 to hold the accessory com 
partment A from becoming detached while the lunch 
box B is closed, and the extension handle 8 insures that 
the combination will be supported in properly balanced 
relation for carrying. 
While I have illustrated and described a preferred 

embodiment of the present invention, it will be under 
stood however, that various changes and modifications 
may be made in the details thereof without departing 
from the scope of the invention as set forth in the ap 
pended claims. 

Having thus described the invention, what I claim as 
new and desire to protect by Letters Patent is defined 
in the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. An accessory compartment for a lunch box having 

a box-like lower portion and having a domed, bottle 
receiving lid hingedly connected at its lower rear edge to 
the upper rear edge of the box-like lower portion, one end 
of the lid and lower portion being flat and substantially 
co-planar, the lunch box lid having a handle extending 
lengthwise thereon and secured at both ends thereto; 
said accessory compartment comprising a box-like lower 
portion, a domed lid, means hingedly connecting the 
lower rear edge of the compartment lid and lower com 
partment portion, an end of the compartment lid and 
lower portion being flat and co-planar and adapted to . 
fit in close, abutting relation against an end of such 
lunch box, a hooked flange co-extensive with an upper 
edge of one end of the compartment lower portion and 
iformed for hooked, supported attachment to a flat end 
wall of such lunch box, said flange being formed and 
adapted to fit between the closed lid and an end wall of 
the box-like lower portion of such lunch box, means for 
securing the compartment lid in closed condition, and 
an auxiliary handle connected at one end thereof to the 
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compartment lid, the auxiliary handle being of a length 
sufficient to extend beyond said one end of the compart 
ment a distance equal to a substantial portion of the 
length of such lunch box, and attaching means on the 
free end of said auxiliary handle for releasably attach 
ing the latter to the lid of such lunch box. 

2. An accessory compartment for a lunch box having 
a box-like lower portion and having a domed, bottle 
receiving lid hingedly connected at its lower rear edge to 
the upper rear edge of the box-like lower portion, one end 
of the lid and lower portion being flat and substantially 
co-planar, the lunch box lid having a handle extending 
lengthwise thereon and secured at both ends thereto; 
said accessory compartment comprising a box-like lower 
portion, a domed lid, means hingedly connecting the 
lower rear edge of the compartment lid and lower com 
partment portion, an end of the compartment lid and 
lower portion being flat and co-planar and adapted to 
fit in close, abutting relation against an end of such 
lunch box, a hooked flange co-extensive with an upper 
edge of one end of the compartment lower portion and 
formed for hooked, supported attachment to a flat end 
wall of such lunch box, said flange being formed and 
adapted to fit between the closed lid and an end wall of 
the box-like lower portion of such lunch box, means for 
securing the compartment lid in closed condition, a clip 
secured to the top of the compartment lid and extending 
endwise from the same end of the compartment as that 
having the hooked flange thereon, and formed to closely 
overlie the lid of such lunch box when the compartment 
is in hooked, supported engagement therewith, and an 
auxiliary handle connected at one end thereof to the 
compartment lid, the auxiliary handle being of a length 
sufficient to extend beyond said one end of the compart 
ment a distance equal to a substantial portion of the 
length of such lunch box, and attaching means on the 
free end of said auxiliary handle for releasably attach 
ing the latter to the lunch box lid. 
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