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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. A. LOTZ, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of 
New Jersey, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Catches for Port 
folios and the Like; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact 
description of the invention, such as Will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to characters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this speci 
fication. 
This invention has reference, generally, 

to improvements in catches; and, the pres 
ent invention relates, more particularly to 
a novel form of locking or holding catch 
which is especially adapted for use with 
portfolios, music-rolls, pocket-books, and 
the like. 
The invention has for its principal object 

to provide a locking or holding catch of the 
general character hereinafter more particu 
larly set forth, in which the various parts 
have been reduced to a minimum, and in 
which the locking or holding bar, which is 
rotatably arranged with relation to a cham 
bered shell or casing of the device, is made 
with a shank which is of polygonal cross 
section, and with which is in slidably retain 
ing engagement a portion of a leaf-spring 
or springs, for positively retaining the lock 
ing or holding bar of the catch, against ac 
cidental movement, relatively in different 
positions to the separable parts of the port 
folio, music-roll, or the like, as will herein 
after more fully appear. 
Other objects of the present invention 

will be more clearly understood from the 
following detailed description of the same. 
With the various objects of the present 

invention in view, the said invention con 
sists, primarily, in the novel locking or 
holding catch hereinafter set forth; and, 
the invention consists, furthermore, in the 
novel arrangements and combination of the 
several parts comprising the said catch, all 
of which will be more fully described in the following specification, and then finally em 
bodied in the clauses of the claim which 
are appended to and which form an essen 
tial part of this specification. 

The invention is clearly illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a front view of a locking or 
holding catch made according to and em 
bodying the principles of the present inven 
tion, showing the separable members of the 
catch secured to the separable parts of a 
portfolio, or the like, with the locking or 
holding bar of the catch in its locked or 
holding relation with the separable mem 
bers of the catch, to prevent the separation 
of the separable parts of the portfolio; and 
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the same parts 
represented in said Fig. 1 but showing the 
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locking or holding bar in its disengaged re 
lation with the separable members of the 
catch, to permit of the separation of the 
said members and also of the separable 
parts of the portfolio. Fig. 3 is a rear view 
of the two connected members of the catch; 
and Fig. 4 is a side view of the same. Fig. 
5 is a vertical cross-section of the catch, said 
Section being taken on line 5-5 in said Fig. 
3; and Fig. 6 is a transverse vertical sec 
tion of the catch, said section being repre 
Sented as being taken on line 6-6 in said 
Fig. 5. Fig. 7 is a sectional representation, 
similar to that shown in said Fig. 6, but of 
a slightly modified construction; and Fig. 
8 is a side elevation of the locking or hold 
ing bar and its shank, detached from the 
lower shell or casing of the catch. 

Similar characters of reference are em 
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ployed in all of the above described views, to indicate corresponding parts. 
Referring now to the several figures of 

the drawings, the reference-character 1 in 
dicates a portion of the body of a portfolio, 
or the like, and 2 is a portion of the flap 
which is to be separably connected with said 
body. The holding or locking catch which 
embodies the principles of the present in 
vention comprises two separable members, 
and a lower member which is adapted to be 

90 

95 

secured to the said body 1, and the other an 
upper member which is adapted to be se 
cured to said flap 2, substantially in the 
manner represented in FigS. 1 and 2 of the 
drawings, and as will presently be more 
fully set forth. The said lower member 
which may be of any suitable conformation, 
but which is preferably of a rectangular 
configuration, as here shown, is made in the 
form of a chambered shell or box compris 
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ing a face-plate 3 which is surrounded by 
the bottom-edge 4, the top-edge 5, and the 
two end-edges 6 and 7, Substantially as 
shown in the several figures of the draw 
ings. Extending upwardly from the rear 
edge-portion Öf the top-edge 5 is a plate-like 
member 8 which is provided with a stud 
receiving perforation 9, and extending from 
the marginal edge-portions of the said bot 
tom-edge and the two end-edges 6 and 7 are 
suitably formed fastening lugs, as 10, which 
are adapted to be forced through the said 
body 1 and are bent over upon the rear or 
back of said body, so as to permanently Se 
cure said chambered shell or box upon the 
face of said body 1, at the proper place. 
The upper member of the holding or lock 

catch is usually made in the form of a plate 
11 which is doubled upon itself, as shown in 
Figs. 4 and 5 of the drawings, so as to pro 
vide two portions which are adapted to em 
brace the flap 2 and are adapted to be se 
cured to said flap by means of a suitable fas 
tening pin or rivet 12, or other Suitable fas 
tening means, as will be clearly understood 
from an inspection of Figs. 1 and 2 of the 
drawings. . Extending rearwardly from one 
of the portions of the said plate 11 is a stud. 
as 13, which, as is clearly shown in Fig. 5 
of the drawings, is adapted to be inserted in 
the previously-mentioned perforation 9 with 
which the plate-like member 8 is provided. 
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Figs. 1, 4 and 5 of the drawings. 

The reference - character 14 indicates the 
hereinbefore mentioned rotatable locking or 
holding bar which is provided with a pair 
of Wings, as 15, said Wings serving the 
double purposes of fingerpieces for turning 
the said locking or holding bar 14, and for 
causing one of the said wings to lock or hold 
the two main members of the catch in their 
connected and locked relation, as Will be 
clearly understood from an inspection of 

Extend 
ing rearwardly from the said locking or 
holding bar 14 is a shank which consists of 
a cylindrically formed part 16 rotatably ar 
ranged in a perforation, as 17, which forms 
a suitable bearing-portion for the said part 
16 in the face-plate 3 of the chambered shell 
or box. Extending rearwardly from Said 
part 16 is a polygonally formed portion 18, 
preferably of a rectangular or square cross 
Section, as clearly represented in Figs. 6 and 
7 of the drawings, and connected with this 

5S portion 18 is a suitably formed enlargement 
or head 19. To retain the said holding or 
locking bar 14 and its Wings 15 positively 
in either of the positions represented in said 
Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, and to have 
the rotatable holding or locking bar to turn 
from one position into another position with 
a Snap, and also to hold the said bar 14 and 
its shank at all times in its operative and ro 
tatable relation to the said chambered shell 
or box, there are suitably arranged in said 
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shell or box, one or two leaf-springs, sub 
stantially in the manner illustrated in Figs. 
3, 6 and 7 of the drawings. 
In the construction of catch represente 

in Figs. 1 to 6 inclusive two springs 20 and 
21 are employed, while in the construction 
shown in Fig. 7, but One Spring, as 21, is em 
ployed. 
As shown, the general shapes of the 

Springs are those shown in the accompany 
ing drawings, the central portions 22 and 
23 of the respective springs bearing upon 
the opposite flat surfaces of the polygonally 
formed portion 18, and being located be 
tween the cylindrically formed part 16 and 
the head 19, the said springs bearing also 
against the inner surface of the front plate 
3, and the free end-portions 24 of the spring 
20 bearing upon the inner surface-portions 
of the top-edge 5 and the two end-edges 6 and 
7. The free ends 25 of the said spring 21 
bear upon the inner surface-portions of the 
bottom-edge 4 and the end-edges 6 and 7, 
and in this manner the locking or holding 
bar 14 and its parts are free to operate for 
the purposes of the present invention, and 
are operatively held in place, as will be 
clearly evident. 

If desired, but one spring, as 21, see Fig. 
7, may be used, but in the preferred form 
of catch I desire to use two springs 20 
and 21. 
From the foregoing description of the 

present invention it will be clearly evident 
that I have devised a simply constructed 
and neat catch, the two main members of 
which, when the parts are in the locked or 
engaged relation, can not become acciden 
tally unlatched, the two members being re 
tained in their positively latched relation, 
in the manner clearly represented in Figs. 
4 and 5 of the drawings. 
Having in the foregoing described my in 

vention, what I claim is: - . 
1. A catch for portfolios, and the like, 

comprising a lower and an upper member, 
Said lower member being made in the form 
of a chambered shell or box provided with 
means for attaching the same to the body 
of the portfolio, a plate-like member ex 
tending upwardly from said chambered 
shell or box, said plate-like member being 
provided with a stud-receiving perforation, 
a stud extending rearwardly from the up 
per member of the catch, said stud being 
adapted to be inserted in said stud-receiving 
perforation, and a holding bar provided 
with oppositely extending wings rotatably 
connected with said chambered shell or box, 
Said wings being adapted to be rotated into 
retaining engagement with the upper mem 
ber of the catch, substantially as and for 
the purposes set forth. 

2. A catch for portfolios, and the like, 
comprising a lower and an upper member, 
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said lower member being made in the form 
of a chambered shell or box provided with 
means for attaching the same to the body of 
the shell or box, said plate-like member be 
ing provided with a stud-receiving perfora 
tion, a stud extending rearwardly from the 
upper member of the catch, said stud being 
adapted to be inserted in said stud-receiving 
perforation, and a holding bar provided 
with oppositely extending wings rotatably 
connected with said chambered shell or box, 
said wings being adapted to be rotated into 
retaining engagement with the upper mem 
ber of the catch, a shank extending rear 
Wardly from said holding bar and extending 
into said chambered shell or box, said shank 
being made with a polygonal portion and a 
head, and a leaf-spring in said chambered 
shell or box having a portion slidably in 
engagement with the polygonal portion of 
said shank, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

3. In a catch for portfolios, and the like, 
a chambered shell or box comprising a face 
plate and Surrounding sides, said face-plate 
being provided with a perforation forming 
a bearing-portion, combined with a hold 

3. 

ing bar having oppositely extending wings, 
and a shank extending rearwardly from 
said holding bar, said shank being formed 
with a cylindrical part rotatably arranged 
in Said bearing-portion, a polygonally 
formed portion extending from said cylin 
drical part, an enlargement upon the free 
end-portion of said polygonally formed por 
tion, and a pair of leaf-springs in said 
chambered shell or box, said springs hav 
ing their central portions arranged between 
said cylindrical part and said enlargement 
of the shank on opposite sides of the said 
polygonal portion of the shank and in slid 
able engagement with the flat surfaces of 
said polygonal portion, and the free end 
portions of said springs being in engage 
ment with the surrounding sides of the said 
chambered shell or box, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 
In testimony, that I claim the invention 

set forth above I have hereunto set my hand 
this 19th day of November, 1912. 

WILLIAMA. LOTZ. 
Witnesses: 

FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL, 
FREDR. H. W. FRAENTZEL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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