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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
BENJAMIN GILOWITZ, OF GREEN BORT, NEW YORK. 

ATTACHINIENT FOR SHOES. 

992,055. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented July 4, 1911. 
Application filed March 16, 1911. Serial No. 614,855. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN GILOWITZ, 

a resident of the United States, residing at 
Greenport, in the county of Suffolk and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Attach 
ments for Shoes; and I do declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable 
other's skilled in the art to which it apper 
tains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

anti-slipping attachments for shoes. 
One object of the invention is to provide 

an attachment of this character by means of 
which an ordinary shoe may be quickly con 
verted into a base ball or running shoe thus 
obviating the necessity of providing sep 
arate shoes for this purpose. 
Another object is to provide an anti 

slipping attachment for shoes which may be 
connected to the Sole and fastened in opera 
tive and inoperative positions. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts as will be more fully described 
and particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 

is a plan view of the lower side of a shoe 
sole showing the application of the inven 
tion and illustrating it in operative position; 
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the attach 
ment in inoperative position; Fig. 3 is a 
central vertical longitudinal section of the 
shoe and attachment with the parts in opera 
tive position as shown in Fig. 1: Fig. 4 is a 
similar view with the attachment in an in 
operative position as shown in Fig. 2; Fig. 
5 is an enlarged detail sectional view on the 
line 5–5 of Fig. 2; Fig. 6 is a detail per 
spective view of the attachment: Fig. 7 is a 
similar view of the catch for holding the at 
tachment in operative position. 
My improved anti-slipping attachment 

comprises a plate 1 which may be formed of 
any suitable metal and which is curved lon 
gitudinally to correspond with the curvature 
of the sole of the shoe. To the plate 1 is 
Secured a series of pointed ground engaging 
studs 2 which project a suitable distance be 

low the plate when the latter is in an opera 
tive position. On the inner end of the 
plate is arranged an eye 3 which forms one 
member of a hinge connection whereby the 
plate is pivotally or hingedly connected to 
the shoe sole and is thus adapted to be swung 
to operative and inoperative positions. The 
other member of the hinge joint which con 
nects the plate to the sole comprises a small 
plate 4 which is counter-sunk or set into a 
recess 5 formed in the shoe sole at the end of 
the arch portion of the sole as shown. The 
outer end of the plate 1 is reduced to form a 
tongue 6 having on its outer end a right 
angular locking lug 7 in which is formed a 
locking notch 8 adapted to receive catch 
devices hereinafter described for holding the 
plate in operative and inoperative positions. 

In the Outer or toe portion of the sole is 
formed a recess 9 and a slot 10 which com 
municates with said recess and is adapted to 
receive the lug 7 when the plate 1 is swung 
to an operative position. Pivotally mount 
ed in the outer portion of the sole is a catch 
11, Said catch comprising a locking plate 12 
arranged in the recess 9 and having formed 
on One end an OutWardly projecting shank 
13 on the outer end of which is secured a 
catch operating plate 14. Secured to the 
Outer side of the plate 14 is a spring detent 
15 the outer end of which is bent inwardly 
and is adapted to work in a notch 16 in the 
plate 14 and to be engaged with a locking 
recess 17 in the sole to hold the locking plate 
12 in an operative position and with the slot 
10 to hold the catch in an inoperative posi 
tion. In the sole of the shoe between the 
recess 17 and adjacent end of the slot 10 is 
arranged a counter-sunk wear plate 18 with 
which the end of the detent 15 is engaged 
When the catch is swung to operative and in 
operative positions whereby the detent is 
prevented from Wearing the sole of the shoe. 
When the plate 1 is swung to an operative 

position as shown in Figs. 1 and 3 of the 
drawings, the lug 7 will enter the slot 10 
and when in this position the catch will be 
turned by the operating plate 14 to engage 
the locking plate 12 with the notch 8 in the 
lug of the plate 1 thus fastening the attach 
ment in operative position. When the catch 
has thus been turned to lock the attachment 
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the detent 15 will spring into engagement 
with the recess 17 thereby holding the catch 
in locked position thus preventing any pos 
sibility of the catch becoming casually 
opened and thus releasing the attachment. 
When the attachment is to be swung rear 

Wardly to an inoperative position the detent 

O 

the plate 1 whereupon the latter may 
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15 is disengaged from the recess 17 and the 
catch then turned back by the operating 
plate 14 to disengage the locking plate 12 
from the notch in the lug 7 thus releasing 

be 
swung back against the arch portion of the 
sole as shown in Figs. 2 and 4 of the draw 
ing. When the plate 1 is thus swung back 
the tapered end or tongue 6 of the plate will 
be engaged with a similarly shaped notch 19 
formed in the heel. When thus swung into 
engagement with the arch portion of the 
sole the pointed studs on the plate 1 will en 
gage tapered recesses 20 formed in the arrh 
and heel portions of the sole. 
In order to fasten the plate 1 in a re 

tracted or inoperative position I provide a 
locking bolt 21 which is slidably mounted in 
a longitudinal passage 22 formed in the heel. 
On the inner end of the bolt 21 is arranged 
an enlargement 23 which forms a stop for 
one end of a coiled bolt projecting spring 24 
which is arranged on the bolt 21 and has its 
opposite end engaging the inner end of the 
recess 22. On the enlargement 23 is formed a ping devices, means to hingedly connect said locking lug 25 which is adapted to engage 
the notch 8 in the lug. 7 of the plate 1 there 
by holding said plate in a retracted position. 
suitable head or knob 26 whereby the bolt 
spring 24 to disengage the lug 25 from the 
notch 8 in the plate 1 thus releasing the lat 
ter and permitting the same to be swung 
around to an operative position in which 
position the same is locked by the catch 
hereinbefore described. 
When the plate 1 is swung back to an in 

operative position the operating plate 14 of 
the catch mechanism is designed to cover the 
slot 10 in the front end of the sole said oper 
ating plate being held in this position by the 
detent 15 which is now in engagement with 
the slot 10. By thus covering the slot, dirt 
and foreign matter is prevented from enter 
ing the recess 9 and thus clogging the latter. 
From the foregoing description taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings 
the construction and operation of the inven 
tion will be readily understood without re 
quiring a more extended explanation. 
Various changes in the form, proportion 

and the minor details of construction maybe 

65 

resorted to without departing from the prin 
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of 
the invention as defined in the appended 
claims. 

997,055 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim is: 

1. An anti-slipping attachment for shoes, 
comprising a plate provided with anti-slip 
ping devices, means to hingedly connect said 
plate to the sole of the shoe, a locking lug on 
the free end of said plate having a notch 
therein, a latch pivotally mounted in the 
sole of the shoe adjacent to the toe end 
thereof and having means for engagement 
with the notch in said lug. 

2. An anti-slipping attachment for shoes 
comprising a plate having thereon anti-slip 
ping devices, means to hingedly connect said 
plate to the sole of a shoe whereby the plate 
may be swung to operative and inoperative 
positions, a locking lug formed on the free 
end of said plate, said lug having therein a 
locking notch, a catch pivotally secured in 
the sole of the shoe adjacent to the toe end 
thereof, said catch comprising a locking 
plate, an operating plate secured to said 
locking plate whereby the latter is swung 
into and out of engagement with the notch 
in said locking lug, a detent arranged on said 
operating plate and adapted to hold the catch 
in operative and inoperative positions, and 
means to hold the attachment in an inoper ative position. 

3. An anti-slipping attachment for shoes 
comprising a plate having thereon anti-slip 
plate to the sole of a shoe, a notched locking 
lug formed on the free end of said plate, a 
catch adapted to hold said plate in an oper 

On the outer end of the bolt 21 is arranged a ative position, a spring projected locking 
bolt arranged in the heel of the shoe, a lock may be retracted against the pressure of the ing lug carried by said bolt and adapted to 
be projected thereby into engagement with 
the notched locking lug of the plate when 
the latter is in an inoperative position, and 
means whereby said bolt may be retracted to 
disengage the locking lug from the plate. 

mechanism in the front end of the sole as : 4. In an anti-slipping attachment for 
shoes, a sole having in its toe end a recess 
and a slot communicating with said recess 
and opening through the lower side of the 
sole, a heel having in its forward portion a 
tapered notch and in its rear portion a lon 
gitudinal recess, a plate curved to conform 
to the curvature of the shoe sole and having 
a tapered outer end adapted to fit into the 
notch in said heel, a series of pointed studs 
secured to said plate, a notched lug formed 
on the tapered outer end of the plate and 
adapted to be engaged with the slot in the 
sole when the plate is in an operative posi 
tion, means to hingedly connect the inner 
end of said plate to the shoe sole, a catch, 
Said catch comprising a locking plate ar 
ranged in the recess of the sole, an operating 
plate secured to said catch plate and adapt 
ed to engage the outer side of the sole, a 
spring detent arranged on said operating 
plate and adapted to fasten the same where 
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997,055 3. 

by the catch is held in operative and inoper- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
ative positions, a wear plate arranged in my hand in presence of two subscribing Wit 
said sole whereby said spring detent is pre- nesses. 
vented from wearing the sole, and a spring BENJAMIN GILOWITZ. 
projected locking member arranged in the Witnesses: 
recess of the heel and adapted to fasten the FRANK. J. BURNs, 
attachment in an inoperative position. MAY E. WAAG. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


