
P, BENZBACH, 
SEF FASTENING BUTTON 

APPLICATION FLED Au G. 6, 195, 

1,200,698. Patented Oct. 10, 1916. 
A 267. Z. 

70 

ass NMEW 
T a'a. 22E Pudip Zierzz WITNESSES. 4- i. INVENTOR t 

1ttorney 

The worris rerers co. Photo-urmo...washtria row, p. c. 

    

  



0 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

PATENT OFFICE. 
PHILIP BENZBACH, OF DAN VILLE, PENNSYLVANIA. 

SELF-FASTENING BUTTON. 
1,200,698. specification of Letters Patent. Patented Oct. 10, 1916. 

Application filed August 16, 1915. Serial No. 45,787. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, PHILIP BENZBACH, a citizen of the United States, residing at 

Danville, in the county of Montour and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Self-Fastening Button, of which 
the following is a specification. . . . . . . ; 

... The present invention relates to an im 
proved button adapted particularly for en 
gagement through both ends of a band, or 
any two overlapping parts, to detachably 
hold the ends or parts in overlapping rela 
tion and engagement. 
An object of this invention is to provide 

a button of such peculiar construction that 
when disengaged from one end of a band, 
the button will not 'fall out the opposite end 
Another object is to provide a button of 

such construction that the ends of the band 
may be easily and quickly removed when 
grasped and drawn outwardly over the 
heads of the button, and may be as easily 
and quickly replaced, the construction being 
such as to overcome any tendency for the 
button to work out of the button-hole. 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a button of this character with a 
division plate for engagement between the 
overlapping ends of the band, or between any two overlapping parts, such as Sus 
penders and trousers, to hold the button 
thereto, the division plate being of such 
form that it may be made of less diameter 
than the heads of the button, so that it will 
not leave an impression on the band or gar 
ment. 
The invention consists of certain novel 

features of construction and combinations 
of parts which will be hereinafter described 
and pointed out in the claims 

It is evident that changes in the form, 
proportion, material and minor details of 
construction within the Scope of the ap 
pended claims, may be made without de parting from the spirit or sacrificing any 
of the advantages of the invention. . . . 
In the accompanying drawings:-Figure 

1 is a view in elevation, showing the invention 
applied to the leg band or strap of a pair 

applied. 

of boys' knickerbockers or trousers; Fig. 2 is 
a sectional view on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, 
showing the button in elevation: Fig. 3 is 
a sectional yiew on the line 3-3 of Fig.1; 
and Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view 
through the button. 
A, represents the leg of a garment such 

as the trouser or knickerbocker leg worn by 
boys, and 1 represents the leg band or strap. 
The leg is slitted or open at the lower end 
as at 2, and one terminal of the band 1 ex 
tends beyond the slit portion and overlaps 
the other terminal of the band. One ter 
minal of the band is provided with a plu 
rality of button-holes 3, and the overlapping 
terminal is provided with a button-hole 4. 
It is, of course, understood that the button 
of this invention may be used to secure to 
gether any over-lapping members provided 
with the button holes 3 and 4. The over 
lapping ends of the band 1 carry a button 
B, which is constructed according to this 
invention. The button B is composed of 
two disk-like heads 5 and 6, connected to 
gether by a flat wide shank 7. . Preferably, 

the width of the shank 7, as shown in Fig. 
4, is more than double the thickness of the 
shank. This broad shank 7 is adapted to 
lie flat in the button-holes of the band with 
out appreciably spreading the edges of the 
button-holes. 
A division plate 8 is located interme 

diately between the heads 5 and 6, and is 
connected thereto by the shank T. The divi 
ision plate 8 is preferably integrally formed 
with the shank 7, and the space between the 
division plate and each head is sufficient to 
freely receive the ends of the band 1, or 
other article to which the button is to be 

The division plate 8 has straight edges 9 
at its opposite sides, the straight edges 
being substantially in parallelism with the 
opposite flat sides of the shank 7. The ends 
10 of the division plate, which lie between 
the straight edges 9, are rounded as shown 
to advantage in Fig. 4. . . - 
The shank 7 is provided in one edge with 

a notch 11-between the head 6 and the divi 
sion plate 8 for the reception of the outer 
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end of the button-hole 3 of the band 1. The 
shank 7 has in its opposite edge a similarly 
shaped notch 12 located at the opposite side 
of the division plate 8 and between the Sane 
and the head 5 for the reception of the 
outer end of the button-hole 4 of the band. 
The division plate 8 has the straight 

edges 9 arranged, as shown in the drawings, 
for the purpose of preventing the accidental 
dislodgment of the button from the button 
holes. The edges of the button-holes can 
not easily work over the straight edges 9 of 
the division plate. The division plate 8 
is of less diameter than the heads 5 and 6 
to admit of the easy placing and removal 
of the button, to prevent the plate 8 from 
making an impression on the garment Ol' 
band to which the button is applied, to re 
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duce the weight of the material and the 
quantity of material used in its construc 
tion, and to prevent the production of a 
clumsy button, which would be awkward to 
handle and would be uncomfortable to the 
Wearer when in use. 
The notches 11 and 12 in the opposite 

sides and at the opposite ends of the shank 
7 provide relatively deep seats to receive 
therein the opposite strain bearing ends of 
the button-holes 3 and 4, as shown to ad 
vantage in Fig. 2. The deep seats are par 
ticularly adapted to retain the button in 
place after one of the ends of the band 
have been removed. The deep seats prevent 
the dislodgment of the button even when 
the garment or band is submitted to rough 
usage or handling, the button being thus al 
ways held in place and ready to receive the 
free end of the band thereon. A button of 
this construction may, therefore, be em 
ployed in lieu of the usual buttons which 
must be secured to the garment by thread. 
The present button is of a construction 
which provides a more efficient and stronger 
connection between the button and the band 
than by the employment of threads. In re 
moving the end of the band from the but 
ton, the top of the band is grasped and 
drawn outwardly over the adjacent head 
5, as shown in the present drawings. This 
lifting of the band raises the upper edge of 
the button-hole 4 from between the head 5 
and the division plate 8. The upper edge 
of the button-hole is then permitted to bulge 
inwardly over the straight edge 9 of the di 
vision plate, which frees the edge of the 
button-hole and permits the free and easy 
spreading of the button-hole and conse 
quently the ready removal of the end of the 
band from the button. 
The disks 5 and 6 are of the same size pro 

ducing a reversible button, and permitting 
either disk to be exposed to the outer surface 
of the garment. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that I 
have provided an article of manufacture 
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which can be made and sold at a Small cost, 
and which is capable of being used for va 
rious purposes, such for instance, as apply 
ing the button to the waist band of a pair 
of trousers, so that the tab of a pair of sus 
penders could be fastened thereto. When 
used in this connection a vertical button 
hole could be formed in the waist-band, and 
the shank would be perpendicular and con 
form to the shape of the slit or button-hole 
of the suspender tab. 
In the drawings, I have shown the inven 

tion applied to boys' knickerbockers. The 
invention is of particular advantage in such 
use. It will be noted upon reference to Fig. 
2 of the drawings, that the end of each but 
ton-hole fits into the opposite notches 11 
and 12, and since the strain on the band is 
in opposite directions, one button-hole will 
engage one of the notches and the other 
button-hole will engage the opposite notch. 
When the outer strap is unbuttoned, the 
button is not liable to drop out of the but 
ton-hole for the end of the button-hole en 
gages in the notch and prevents this. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A button comprising a flat shank, con 

centric heads mounted on the opposite ends 
of the shank, and a concentric division plate 
of less diameter than the heads surrounding 
the intermediate portion of the shank and 
being spaced from the heads, and having a 
transversely reduced diameter providing op 
posed straight edges lying substantially in 
parallelism with the opposite flat faces of 
the shank. 

2. A button comprising a pair of disk-like 
heads connected by a flat wide shank, said 
shank having a width greater than the 
thickness of the shank, and a division plate 
mounted on the shank and being of less 
diameter than said heads and of greater 
diameter than the width of said shank. 

3. A button comprising a pair of heads, 
a flat shank connecting said heads and be 
ing of a width double the thickness of said 
shank, and a concentric division plate sur 
rounding the shank intermediately of the 
heads and being of less diameter than the 
heads and of greater diameter than the 
width of said shank, said division plate hav 
ing a transversely reduced diameter provid 
ing opposed straight edges lying substan 
tially in parallelism with the opposite flat 
faces of the shank. 

4. A button comprising two disk-like 
heads connected by a flat wide shank, and 
a division plate of Smaller diameter than 
the heads but of greater diameter than the 
shank located intermediately between the 
heads and connected by the shank thereto, 
the portion of the shank between the di 
vision plate and the inner head having a 
straight side edge and a notched side edge, 
and the portion between the division plate 
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and the outer head also having a straight In testimony that I claim the foregoing 
side edge and a notched side edge, the as my own I have hereto affixed my signa 
straight and notched edges being oppositely ture in the presence of two witnesses. 
arranged, causing the straight edge of one PHILIP BENZBACH. 

5 portion of the shank to come opposite the Witnesses: 
notched edge of the other portion of the RALPH KISNER, 
shank. NELLE, M. KEIM. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 

  


