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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
F. W. MICHEL, W. C. WILLCOX, AND H. T. MILLER, OF UTICA, NEW YORK. 

STRAW AND WOOD OVERSHOE, 

Specification of Letters Patent No. 20,439, dated June 1, 1858. 

To all apho? ?? ??? concern. 
Be it known that we, FREDRICK. W. 

MICHEL, WILLIAMI C. WILLCox, and HENRY 
T. MILLER, in the city of Utica, county of 
Oneida, and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and Improved Overshoe 
Manufactured of Straw and Wood; and We 
do declare that the following is a full and 
exact description thereof, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings and to 
the letters of reference narked thereon. 
The overshoe is made of braided straw 

and is formed by sewing the braid over a 
last of the desired size and fashion. Straw 
being a non conductor of heat, the natural 
warmth of the foot is retained, without be 
ing subject to dampness, occasioned by the 
feet sweating, the straw being porous, and 
either absorbing the dampness or allowing 
it to pass off. This is a great improvement 
over the india rubber and in fact almost 
any other shoe now in use. 

For traveling purposes either by sea or 

land, and for persons whose business re 
Quires them to be exposed to the weather, 
this shoe will prove invaluable, and greatly 
productive of the health and comfort of the 
Ve: e'. - 

The heel is made of wood and is fastened 
to the shoe by means of copper rivets. 

Letter A, in the accompanying drawing 
represents the shoe when complete; B, the 
wooden heel thereto, and C, the braid of 
straw out of which the shoe is manufactured. 
What we claim as our invention and de 

sire to obtain Letters Patent for is 
The straw overshoe constructed in the 

manner and for the purposes above men 
tioned. - - 

F. W. MICHEL. 
WILLIAM. C. WILLCOX. 
HENRY T. MILLER. 

Witnesses: 
D. GILLMORE, 
FRANCIS ATLEE. 
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