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A gas delivery system and associated method includes a flow
channel, a control valve, a downstream pressure sensor, and
a controller. The control valve controls flow of gas in the
flow channel. The downstream pressure sensor, located
downstream of the control valve, measures gas pressure in
the flow channel. The controller has an external trigger input
to receive a trigger signal applied to a shutoff valve down-
stream from the control valve. The controller operates in
separate modes based on a state of the trigger signal. In a
non-triggered mode, the controller controls pressure at the
pressure sensor via the control valve in accordance with a
first gain schedule. In the triggered mode, the controller
controls the pressure at the pressure sensor via the control
valve in accordance with a second gain schedule that is
distinct from the first gain schedule.
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1
PRESSURE CONTROL USING AN
EXTERNAL TRIGGER

RELATED APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 63/110,818, filed on Nov. 6, 2020. The
entire teachings of the above application are incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

A pressure controller is a device to measure and control
the pressure of gases. In general, a pressure controller
includes an inlet port, an outlet port, a pressure sensor and
a control valve that is adjusted to achieve a desired pressure
of gas at the pressure sensor.

Semiconductor fabrication processes, such as atomic
layer deposition (ALD) processes, can involve the delivery
of several different gases and gas mixtures in various quan-
tities over several processing steps. Generally, gases are
stored in tanks at a processing facility, and gas metering
systems are used to deliver metered quantities of gases from
the tanks to processing tools, such as chemical vapor depo-
sition reactors, vacuum sputtering machines, plasma etchers,
etc. Typically, pressure controllers are included among other
components in a flow path from a gas metering system to a
processing tool.

Pulse gas delivery devices have been developed to deliver
a pulsed flow of a gas to semiconductor process tools.

SUMMARY

Example embodiments include a gas delivery system
comprising a flow channel, a control valve, a downstream
pressure sensor, and a control unit. The control valve may be
configured to control flow of gas in the flow channel. The
downstream pressure sensor, located downstream of the
control valve, may be configured to measure gas pressure in
the flow channel. The control unit may have an external
trigger input configured to receive a trigger signal applied to
a shutoft valve downstream from the control valve, and may
be configured for separate modes of operation based on a
state of the trigger signal. The modes of operation may
include a non-triggered mode and a triggered mode. In the
non-triggered mode, the control unit may be configured to
control pressure at the pressure sensor via the control valve
in accordance with a first gain schedule. In the triggered
mode, the control unit may be configured to control the
pressure at the pressure sensor via the control valve in
accordance with a second gain schedule that is distinct from
the first gain schedule.

The trigger input may include a trigger pressure sensor
configured to determine the state of the trigger signal based
on pressure at the trigger input. The trigger input may tap a
pneumatic line that opens and closes the shutoff valve, and
the trigger pressure sensor may sense pressure at the pneu-
matic line. The trigger input may tap the pneumatic line
between a pneumatic control valve and the shutoff valve.
Alternatively, the trigger pressure sensor may receive the
trigger signal via a pneumatic line controlled by a host
controller.

The trigger signal may be an electrical signal indicating
an open or close state of the shutoff valve. Each of the first
and second gain schedules may have gain parameters includ-
ing at least one of a proportional control gain, an integral
control gain, and a derivative control gain. The control unit,
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in the triggered and non-triggered modes, may control
pressure at the downstream pressure sensor based on a
comparison of the measured pressure against a setpoint
pressure.

A host controller may be configured to control the shutoff
valve to deliver a pulse of gas flow through the flow channel.
The triggered mode may correspond to delivery of the pulse
of gas flow, while the non-triggered mode may correspond
to an absence of the delivery of the pulse of gas flow.

Further embodiments include a method of gas delivery. A
control valve configured to control flow of gas in a flow
channel and a downstream pressure sensor, downstream of
the control valve, configured to measure gas pressure in the
flow channel, may be provided. With a control unit having
an external trigger input configured to receive a trigger
signal applied to a shutoff valve downstream from the
control valve, gas flow through the control valve may be
controlled in separate modes of operation based on a state of
the trigger signal. In a non-triggered mode, pressure at the
pressure sensor may be controlled via the control valve in
accordance with a first gain schedule. In a triggered mode,
the pressure at the pressure sensor may be controlled via the
control valve in accordance with a second gain schedule that
is distinct from the first gain schedule.

The state of the trigger signal may be determined based on
pressure at the trigger input. To make this determination,
pressure may be sensed at a pneumatic line that opens and
closes the shutoff valve. The trigger input taps the pneumatic
line between a pneumatic control valve and the shutoff
valve. Alternatively, the trigger signal may be received via
a pneumatic line controlled by a host controller.

The trigger signal may be an electrical signal indicating
an open or close state of the shutoff valve. Each of the first
and second gain schedules has gain parameters including at
least one of a proportional control gain, an integral control
gain, and a derivative control gain. In the triggered and
non-triggered modes, pressure at the downstream pressure
sensor may be controlled based on a comparison of the
measured pressure against a setpoint pressure.

The shutoff valve may be controlled to deliver a pulse of
gas flow through the flow channel. The triggered mode may
correspond to delivery of the pulse of gas flow, while the
non-triggered mode may correspond to an absence of the
delivery of the pulse of gas flow.

Further embodiments include a controller comprising, as
an integrated assembly, a flow channel, a control valve, a
downstream pressure sensor, and a control unit. The control
valve may be configured to control flow of gas in the flow
channel. The downstream pressure sensor, located down-
stream of the control valve, may be configured to measure
gas pressure in the flow channel. The control unit may have
an external trigger input configured to receive a trigger
signal applied to a shutoff valve downstream from the
control valve, and may be configured for separate modes of
operation based on a state of the trigger signal. The modes
of operation may include a non-triggered mode and a
triggered mode. In the non-triggered mode, the control unit
may be configured to control pressure at the pressure sensor
via the control valve in accordance with a first gain schedule.
In the triggered mode, the control unit may be configured to
control the pressure at the pressure sensor via the control
valve in accordance with a second gain schedule that is
distinct from the first gain schedule.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing will be apparent from the following more
particular description of example embodiments, as illus-
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trated in the accompanying drawings in which like reference
characters refer to the same parts throughout the different
views. The drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis
instead being placed upon illustrating embodiments.

FIG. 1 illustrates a prior gas delivery system using a
pressure controller, a shutoff valve, and a leak-by line.

FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating pulse gas delivery.

FIGS. 3A-B are graphs illustrating gas flow and pressure
over time during pulse gas delivery.

FIG. 4A is a schematic illustration of a gas delivery
system including a pressure controller having a trigger input
from a downstream shutoff valve.

FIG. 4B is a schematic illustration of a gas delivery
system including a pressure controller having a pressure
signal input received via a tap into a pneumatic line to a
downstream valve.

FIG. 4C is a schematic illustration of a gas delivery
system including a pressure controller having a pressure
signal input received via a pneumatic line controlled by a
host controller.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of a pressure controller
device including a pressure sensor to sense an external
pressure signal.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a control loop that may be
operated by a pressure controller in one embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating operation of a gas delivery
system using a trigger input to transition between gain
schedules of a pressure controller.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of a method of controlling
pressure in one embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A description of example embodiments follows.

FIG. 1 illustrates a prior gas delivery system 100 using a
pressure controller 110, a host controller 120, and a shutoff
valve 130 connected to a leak-by line and a process chamber.
A host controller 120 instructs the pressure controller 110 to
provide a constant pressure of gas in the flow channel to the
shutoff valve 130 and activates the shutoff valve 130 on and
off to selectively enable the flow and hence deliver gas
pulses to the process chamber. A drawback of pulse gas
delivery systems such as system 100 is that the accuracy and
the repeatability of pulse gas delivery are dependent on the
pressure control quality of the pressure controller 110 as
well as the response of shutoff valve 130. Further, the
pressure controller 110 may not be able to control the
pressure well for both the pulse on and pulse off periods as
a result of rapid pressure changes at the flow channel
maintained by the pressure controller 110.

FIG. 2 illustrates pulse delivery employing a gas dose
defined by the product of ideal square shape flow set point
(Q) and deliver time (At). A gas delivery cycle 200 can be
specified by a ‘pulse-on’ period (t,-t,), a ‘pulse-off” period
(t;-1,), a gas dose (e.g., number of moles of gas per pulse),
and a number of pulses per cycle. For pulse delivery, the gas
dose can be defined as: ideal flow set point (Q)xdeliver time
(At=t,—t,).

A step function delivery of flow as illustrated in FIG. 2 is
ideal but unrealistic due to actual sensor and valve time
constants. For practical applications, accuracy and repeat-
ability of dose in the required timeframe are the critical
objectives. Thus, it is desirable to accurately and consis-
tently deliver the gas. To this end, a pressure controller can
be configured to maintain a desired pressure within a flow
channel to assist in providing accurate gas delivery to a
process chamber.
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FIGS. 3A-B illustrate gas flow and pressure at a flow
channel over time during a pulse gas delivery operation.
FIG. 3A illustrates flow in standard cubic centimeters per
minute (SCCM) 301, while FIG. 3B illustrates pressure in
Torr 302. For pulse gas delivery applications, a pressure
controller, such as the pressure controller described above
with reference to FIG. 1, can be used to control the pressure
at a flow channel upstream to a fast response, pneumatic
shutoff valve commonly used in an atomic layer deposition
(ALD) process (also termed “ALD valve”). The shutoff
valve (a pneumatic valve) is turned on and off to deliver gas
pulses while the pressure controller regulates the upstream
pressure to a predetermined pressure set point. During
delivery of a gas pulse, a consistent pressure at the flow
channel is ideal. However, the pressure controller may not
be able to control the pressure well for both the pulse on and
pulse off periods during which the system exhibits different
dynamics. As a result, as shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, both
the flow and pressure can fluctuate rapidly, which can result
in inaccurate gas dose to the process chamber.

To address this problem, a gas delivery system in example
embodiments, described below, implement a pressure con-
troller configured to operate differently based on the state of
the pulse operation. For example, the pressure controller can
operate using multiple gain schedules, including one sched-
ule for disturbance rejection when the shutoff valve is open
for delivering the gas pulse, and another schedule for
steady-state control when the shutoff valve is closed. Fur-
ther, the pressure controller can be configured to switch
between the multiple gain schedules in response to an
external trigger that indicates the state of the shutoff valve.
Such a configuration can improve the performance of the gas
delivery system, as it enables the pressure controller to
operate a gain schedule that is optimized for the given phase
of the pulse delivery, and it enables the pressure controller
to respond rapidly to the transitions between the phases of
the pulse delivery. A further advantage is that existing gas
delivery systems using a pressure controller can be retrofit to
provide such an improvement using minimal additional
components.

FIG. 4A is a schematic illustration of a gas delivery
system 400A including a pressure controller having a trigger
input from a downstream shutoft valve. The system 400A
includes pressure controller 410 with an external trigger
input 412A from a downstream shutoff valve 130. The
shutoff valve 130 can be a fast response, pneumatic shutoff
valve such as an ALD valve. The pressure controller 410
controls flow of gas from a gas source through a flow
channel 415 to the shutoff valve 130. The valve input 412A
from the shutoff valve 130 can indicate the open or closed
state of the shutoff valve 130. In the open state, fluid flow
may be permitted from the gas source, through the shutoff
valve 130 outlet, to the process chamber; the closed state
prevents gas flow through the valve 130. A controller in the
pressure controller 410 may be configured to respond to the
valve input 412A to control the pressure of fluid at the flow
channel 415 according to the state of the shutoff valve 130.
Opening and closing of the shutoff valve 130 is controlled by
host controller 120 via a control signal 414A to the valve
130. The control signal 414A can be an electrical control
signal. Control of valve 130 may be via an intermediary
control valve and a pneumatic control line, as for example
illustrated in FIG. 4B. The pressure controller 410 commu-
nicates with a host controller 120 to coordinate the gas
delivery process. For example, the pressure controller 410
may receive a pressure set point SP from the host controller
120 as described herein. The pressure controller 410 may
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also receive other values and instructions from the host
control, such as the control gain schedules.

FIG. 4B is a schematic illustration of a gas delivery
system 400B in a further embodiment. As in the system
400A, a pressure controller 410 is provided with a valve
input, which in the system 400B is a pressure signal input
412B received via a tap into a pneumatic control line to the
downstream shutoff valve 130. Pressure in the pneumatic
control line opens and closes the downstream valve 130. In
operation, the host controller 120 sends a control signal
414B to a pneumatic control valve 416 to trigger the
pneumatic control valve to pass pressure, e.g., 100 PSI; to
the downstream valve 130 for a duration of time. The
duration of time may correspond to the desired pulse-on
period for the delivery of the gas pulse. The host controller
120 may control a pneumatic distribution panel having a
plurality of pneumatic control valves, e.g., 50-60 valves. In
FIG. 4B, only one pneumatic control valve 416 is illustrated
for simplicity, but it is understood that additional valves may
be present as part of a pneumatic distribution panel.

FIG. 4C is a schematic illustration of a gas delivery
system 400C in a still further embodiment. As in the system
400B, a host controller 120 controls opening and closing of
the downstream valve 130, and the pressure controller 410
is provided with an external pressure signal input to trigger
control gain scheduling. In the system 400C, the pressure
controller 410 receives a pressure signal input 412C via a
pneumatic line from a control valve 418 that is controlled by
the host controller 120. A control signal 414C to pneumatic
control valve 418 triggers the pneumatic control valve 418
to pass pressure, e.g., 100 PSI, to the pressure controller 410.
A pressure sensor of the pressure controller 410 senses the
pressure signal, which may trigger an adjustment to the
pressure gain control by the pressure controller 410. The
control signal 414C from the host controller 120 may also be
transmitted to the pneumatic control valve 416 to trigger the
pneumatic control valve 416 to pass pressure, e.g., 100 PSI,
to the shutoff valve 130 to actuate the valve 130. The
pneumatic control valves 416 and 418 can be controlled via
one or more control signals (e.g., signal 414C) from the host
controller. For example, valves 416 and 418 may be simul-
taneously controlled via a common control signal 414C.
Alternatively, the host controller 120 may transmit different
control signals to the valves 416 and 418 at different times.
For example, the host controller 120 may transmit a control
signal to the control valve 418 in advance of transmitting a
control signal to the control valve 416, thereby giving
advance notice to the pressure controller 410 of a change in
state of the shutoftf valve 130. Such a configuration may
enable the pressure controller 410 to optimize timing of
pressure gain adjustment relative to the opening and closing
of the shutoff valve 130.

In addition to the embodiments illustrated in FIGS.
4A-4C, other ways to sense the state of the shutoff valve 130
can be implemented. For example, a position switch on the
shutoff valve 130 may provide feedback of the state of the
shutoff valve 130 to allow the pressure controller 410 to
sense that the shutoff valve 130 is open.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of an embodiment of a
system 500 that includes a pressure controller 510 including
a pressure sensor 590 (also referred to as a trigger pressure
sensor) to sense an external pressure signal. The system 500
may be implemented in a gas delivery system such as the
systems 400A-C described above. The pneumatic pressure
change of the downstream shutoff valve (see FIGS. 4A, 4B)
may be used to trigger a transition between modes of
operation of the pressure controller 510. To enable this
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function, the pressure sensor 590 is implemented with the
pressure controller 510, which is configured to detect the
pneumatic control pressure change of the shutoff valve. The
pressure sensor 590 can be built-in to the pressure controller
510 and operationally connected to an external trigger input
of a control unit 505 to sense an external pressure signal that
is received via a pneumatic line 592 feeding into the pressure
controller 510. Alternatively, and in place of the pressure
sensor 590 and pneumatic line 592, the control unit 505 may
receive an electrical signal as the trigger signal to the trigger
input, wherein the electrical signal may provide an indica-
tion of the state of the downstream shutoff valve. The
pressure controller 510 may be configured to communicate
with a host controller 520 to receive a pressure set point,
gain schedule parameters, and/or other instructions.

The pressure controller 510 further includes a control
valve 580 (e.g., a proportional control valve) to control flow
of fluid from a gas source into a flow channel 515. The
control valve 580 is an adjustable control valve distinct from
a typical on/off isolation valve. The degree of openness of
the control valve can be controlled to limit flow and enable
control of the pressure within the flow channel 515. The
control unit 505 may be an electronic microprocessor, and
may be configured to control flow of fluid through the
control valve 580 to control gas pressure within the flow
channel 515. The control unit 505 controls the flow of fluid
through the control valve 580 based on feedback from a
downstream pressure sensor 565, which is provided to
measure pressure in the flow channel 515.

The trigger signal conveyed by the pressure sensor 590 to
the control unit 505 can be detected when the pneumatic
pressure is above a pre-determined threshold on the rising
edge for the downstream shutoff valve to be opened. An
example pneumatic control pressure signal is illustrated in
FIG. 7 at 704, described below. Optionally, a flow sensor
(not shown) may be included in the pressure controller 510
to measure flow through the flow channel 515. The flow
sensor can be used for diagnostic purposes, for example by
detecting a change in flow that may indicate a leak or an
obstruction in the flow channel 515.

The fluid delivery systems illustrated in FIGS. 4A, 4B and
5 can provide a gas delivery solution that can retrofit into
existing process tools (e.g., the system 100 of FIG. 1) with
minimum software and hardware change. For example, the
host controller need not be configured to send a trigger
signal to the pressure controller to cause the pressure con-
troller to adjust a pressure gain. Further, multiple pressure
controllers with respective downstream valves can be
arranged for multiplexing, as may be required by certain
processes. The systems can also use the pressure controller
to purge the system, e.g., the flow channel or the process
chamber. To purge, the pressure controller may be instructed
with a valve open command, causing maximum opening of
the control valve.

An existing system having an external shutoff valve, such
as shown in FIG. 1, can be retrofitted with an improved
pressure controller, such as the pressure controllers 410, 510
(FIGS. 4A, 4B, 5), to control flow through the control valve
in response to an input from a downstream shutoff valve to
provide improved pressure control using the method
described herein. The improved pressure controller would
not simply control pressure within the flow channel, as in a
standard pressure controller, but would adjust the pressure
control parameters in accordance with an optimal gain
schedule in response to a trigger input indicating the state of
the shutoff valve. The host controller may specify the
pressure set point and the parameters of the gain schedules
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to be operated by the pressure controller. In response, the
pressure controller may operate to maintain pressure within
the fluid channel in accordance with multiple different gain
schedules, and may transition between the different gain
schedules in response to a trigger signal received at the
trigger input of the pressure controller.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a control loop 600 that may
be operated by a pressure controller in one embodiment.
With reference to the pressure controller 510 of FIG. 5, the
control unit 505 issues a valve drive current U to the control
valve 580 to control the degree to which the control valve
580 is open. This control varies the quantity of gas trans-
ferred from the gas source to the flow channel 515, thereby
controlling the gas pressure P within the flow channel 515.
The pressure sensor 565 measures the gas pressure P, which
is compared against the setpoint pressure SP to provide an
error value E (E=SP-P).

The control unit 505, in turn, implements the error value
E to adjust the valve drive current U to move the gas
pressure P toward the pressure setpoint SP. Further, the
control unit 505 may determine the valve drive current U
based on one or more gain parameters that make up a gain
schedule or control gain set. For example, a control gain set
may include the values k,, k;, k,, wherein k,, is the propor-
tional control gain; k; is the integral control gain and k , is the
derivative control gain. If the control unit 505 is a propor-
tional-integral-derivative (PID) controller, then, implement-
ing such a control gain set, the control unit 505 may
determine the valve drive current U as follows:

t dE o)
U =kpE+hk- | EdT+ks —

The control unit 505 may store multiple control gain sets
to an internal data storage (not shown), wherein each control
gain set indicates the control gain values (k,, k;, k) used to
determine a value of the control signal (e.g., direct drive
current U). Each of the control gain sets may correspond to
a respective gain schedule. Thus, in response to receiving a
trigger signal such as the trigger signal applied to a shutoff
valve downstream from the control valve as described
above, the control unit 505 can transition from a first gain
schedule to a second gain schedule. The second gain sched-
ule may comprise control gain values that enable the pres-
sure controller 510 to achieve improved pressure control in
comparison to the first gain schedule when the downstream
shutoff valve is in the given state (open or closed). For
example, the second gain schedule may have higher control
gains than those of the first gain schedule for the pressure
controller to improve handling of disturbance rejection
situations (e.g., sudden pressure drop due to the open of the
shutoff valve). However, the second gain schedule may not
be as effective as the first gain schedule for steady state
pressure control (when the shutoff valve is closed) because
the higher control gain may contribute to instability of the
steady state pressure feedback control loop.

Gain schedules may differ in all three of the PID control
gains or in only one or two of the control gains. In a non-PID
controller, a schedule may include only a single or more
control gains.

FIG. 7 illustrates operation of a gas delivery system using
a trigger input to transition between gain schedules of a
pressure controller. With reference to FIG. 5, the measured
pressure 701 and the measured flow rate 702 as reported by
the pressure controller 510 are plotted as function of time.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

Also plotted is the pressure 704 of the downstream shutoff
valve 130 as sensed by the pressure sensor 590 of the
pressure controller 510. At 706, the pressure controller 510
may transition from a first gain schedule to a second gain
schedule in response to a step in the pressure signal 704
indicative of opening of the downstream valve 130. The
increase in pressure signal 704 above a threshold value is the
pulse on trigger 710 for the pressure controller 510 to
undergo this transition. As the downstream shutoff valve is
opened to deliver the gas pulse, the measured pressure 701
drops. The second gain schedule with high gain settings
quickly regulate the pressure 701 back to the pressure
setpoint. When the pulse gas delivery is finished and the
shutoff valve is closed, the pressure signal 704 decreases and
falls below a threshold value. The falling edge of pressure
signal 704 below the threshold is the pulse off trigger 707 for
the pressure controller 510 to switch from the second gain
schedule to the first gain schedule. The pressure controller
510 regulates the pressure 701 to the pressure setpoint using
the first control gain schedule. At 708, the openness of the
control valve decreases, causing the reported flow 702 to
quickly drop.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of a process 800 of controlling
pressure in one embodiment. With reference to FIG. 5,
during normal operation and when a downstream shutoff
valve 130 (FIG. 4A) is closed, the pressure controller 510
may operate under steady-state control conditions to main-
tain gas pressure in the flow channel 515. To do so, the
pressure controller 510 may measure pressure in the flow
channel 805 via the downstream pressure sensor 565 (805),
and then, based on this measurement, control the control
valve 580 to maintain pressure according to a first gain
schedule (810). This measurement and control process may
be carried out via the pressure control loop described above
with reference to FIG. 6. The first gain schedule may be
optimized for steady-state control of the pressure when the
shutoff valve is closed, for example by specifying the control
gain values (k,, k,, k,) used to determine a value of the
control signal to the control valve 580.

The pressure controller 510 may continuously or periodi-
cally sense a trigger input at the control unit 505 for the
presence of a trigger signal (e.g., via the external pressure
sensor 590) (815). If no such signal is present, the pressure
controller 510 may continue the steady-state control opera-
tion under the first gain schedule. However, if the control
unit 505 detects a triggered state (e.g., indicating that the
downstream shutoff valve is open), the pressure controller
may transition from a non-triggered mode to a triggered
mode. Under the triggered mode, the pressure controller 510
may measure pressure in the flow channel 805 via the
downstream pressure sensor 565 (830), and then, based on
this measurement, control the control valve 580 to maintain
pressure according to a second gain schedule (835). This
measurement and control process may be carried out via the
pressure control loop described above with reference to FIG.
6. The second gain schedule may be optimized for distur-
bance rejection when the shutoff valve is open, for example
by specifying the control gain values (k,, k;, k,) used to
determine a value of the control signal to the control valve
580. The pressure controller 510 may continue the distur-
bance rejection operation under the second gain schedule
until the control unit 505 detects a non-triggered state (e.g.,
indicating that the downstream shutoff valve is closed)
(840). In response, the pressure controller may transition
back to the non-triggered mode under the first gain schedule
(805, 810).
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While example embodiments have been particularly
shown and described, it will be understood by those skilled
in the art that various changes in form and details may be
made therein without departing from the scope of the
embodiments encompassed by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A gas delivery system comprising:

a flow channel,

a control valve configured to control flow of gas in the
flow channel;

a downstream pressure sensor, downstream of the control
valve, configured to measure gas pressure in the flow
channel; and

a control unit having an external trigger input configured
to receive a trigger signal applied to a shutoff valve
downstream from the control valve, the control unit
configured for separate modes of operation based on a
state of the trigger signal, the separate modes of opera-
tion including:

a non-triggered mode in which the control unit is
configured to control pressure at the downstream
pressure sensor via the control valve in accordance
with a first gain schedule; and

a triggered mode in which the control unit is configured
to control the pressure at the downstream pressure
sensor via the control valve in accordance with a
second gain schedule distinct from the first gain
schedule.

2. The gas delivery system of claim 1 wherein the trigger
input includes a trigger pressure sensor configured to deter-
mine the state of the trigger signal based on pressure at the
trigger input.

3. The gas delivery system of claim 2 wherein the trigger
input taps a pneumatic line that opens and closes the shutoff
valve, the trigger pressure sensor configured to sense pres-
sure at the pneumatic line.

4. The gas delivery system of claim 3 wherein the trigger
input taps the pneumatic line between a pneumatic control
valve and the shutoff valve.

5. The gas delivery system of claim 2 wherein the trigger
pressure sensor receives the trigger signal via a pneumatic
line controlled by a host controller.

6. The gas delivery system of claim 1 wherein the trigger
signal is an electrical signal indicating an open or close state
of the shutoff valve.

7. The gas delivery system of claim 1 wherein each of the
first and second gain schedules has gain parameters includ-
ing at least one of a proportional control gain, an integral
control gain, and a derivative control gain.

8. The gas delivery system of claim 1 wherein the control
unit, in the triggered and non-triggered modes, controls
pressure at the downstream pressure sensor based on a
comparison of the measured pressure against a setpoint
pressure.

9. The gas delivery system of claim 1 further comprising
a host controller configured to control the shutoff valve to
deliver a pulse of gas flow through the flow channel.

10. The gas delivery system of claim 9 wherein the
triggered mode corresponds to delivery of the pulse of gas
flow and the non-triggered mode corresponds to an absence
of the delivery of the pulse of gas flow.

11. A method of gas delivery comprising:

providing a control valve configured to control flow of gas
in a flow channel and a downstream pressure sensor,
downstream of the control valve, configured to measure
gas pressure in the flow channel; and
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with a control unit having an external trigger input
configured to receive a trigger signal applied to a
shutoff valve downstream from the control valve, con-
trolling the control valve in separate modes of opera-
tion, based on a state of the trigger signal, including:
a non-triggered mode in which pressure at the down-

stream pressure sensor is controlled via the control
valve in accordance with a first gain schedule; and

a triggered mode in which the pressure at the down-
stream pressure sensor is controlled via the control
valve in accordance with a second gain schedule
distinct from the first gain schedule.

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising determin-
ing the state of the trigger signal based on pressure at the
trigger input.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein determining the state
of'the trigger signal includes sensing pressure at a pneumatic
line that opens and closes the shutoff valve.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the trigger input taps
the pneumatic line between a pneumatic control valve and
the shutoff valve.

15. The method of claim 12 further comprising receiving
the trigger signal via a pneumatic line controlled by a host
controller.

16. The method of claim 11 wherein the trigger signal is
an electrical signal indicating an open or close state of the
shutoff valve.

17. The method of claim 11 wherein each of the first and
second gain schedules has gain parameters including at least
one of a proportional control gain, an integral control gain,
and a derivative control gain.

18. The method of claim 11 further comprising, in the
triggered and non-triggered modes, controlling pressure at
the downstream pressure sensor based on a comparison of
the measured pressure against a setpoint pressure.

19. The method of claim 11 further comprising controlling
the shutoff valve to deliver a pulse of gas flow through the
flow channel.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein the triggered mode
corresponds to delivery of the pulse of gas flow and the
non-triggered mode corresponds to an absence of the deliv-
ery of the pulse of gas flow.

21. A pressure controller comprising:

as an integral assembly,

a flow channel;

a control valve configured to control flow of gas in the
flow channel;

a downstream pressure sensor, downstream of the control
valve, configured to measure gas pressure in the flow
channel; and

a control unit having an external trigger input configured
to receive a trigger signal applied to a shutoff valve
downstream from the control valve, the control unit
configured for separate modes of operation based on a
state of the trigger signal, the separate modes of opera-
tion including:

a non-triggered mode in which the control unit is
configured to control pressure at the downstream
pressure sensor via the control valve in accordance
with a first gain schedule; and

a triggered mode in which the control unit is configured
to control the pressure at the downstream pressure
sensor via the control valve in accordance with a
second gain schedule distinct from the first gain
schedule.



US 11,573,583 B2
11

22. The pressure controller of claim 21 wherein the trigger
input includes a trigger pressure sensor configured to deter-
mine the state of the trigger signal based on pressure at the
trigger input.

23. The pressure controller of claim 21 wherein the trigger 5
signal is an electrical signal indicating an open or close state
of the shutoff valve.

24. The pressure controller of claim 21 wherein each of
the first and second gain schedules has gain parameters
including at least one of a proportional control gain, an 10
integral control gain, and a derivative control gain.
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