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DYNAMIC KEYING ASSEMBLY plurality of settings to a second setting of the second 

plurality of settings . When in the subsequent mode , the 
RELATED APPLICATIONS female connector device can be configured to permit cou 

pling with at least one male connector device having the first 
This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser . 5 setting and consistently deny access to at least one male 

No. 14 / 277,961 filed Jan. 24 , 2014 , now allowed , which is connector device having a third setting different than the first 
a continuation of U.S. application Ser . No. 14 / 162,973 , filed setting . 
May 14 , 2014 , both of which are incorporated herein in their Aspects of the present disclosure , in certain embodiments , 
entirety . are directed toward a connector assembly for facilitating a 

10 dynamic keying system . In certain embodiments , the 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION dynamic keying system can include a male connector device 

having a first plurality of settings for one or more ridges 
The present disclosure generally relates to a cor or protruding from the male connector device . The ridges can 

assembly . In particular , it relates to a connector assembly for be physically adjustable in a plane relative to the male 
providing a dynamic keying system . 15 connector device . The dynamic keying system can also 

include a female connector device having a second plurality 
BACKGROUND of settings for a receptacle located within the female con 

nector device . Consistent with various embodiments , the 
The number of cable connections necessary to facilitate female connector device can be configured to operate in an 

functionality of electronic systems is steadily increasing . 20 initial mode and a subsequent mode . When in the initial 
Individualized connector assemblies are one tool that can be mode , the receptacle can be substantially deformable , and 
used to manage cable connections of electronic systems . As the female connector device can be configured to , in 
the number of cable connections increases , the need for response to the introduction of the male connector device , 
managing cable connections may also increase . correspond a first setting of the first plurality of settings to 

25 a second setting of the second plurality of settings . When in 
SUMMARY the subsequent mode , the receptacle can be substantially 

non - deformable , and the female connector device can be 
Aspects of the present disclosure are directed to a configured to permit coupling with at least one male con 

dynamic keying system , and methods of using , that address nector device having the first setting and consistently deny 
challenges including those discussed herein , and that are 30 access to at least one male connector device having a third applicable to a variety of applications . These and other setting different than the first setting . 
aspects of the present invention are exemplified in a number The above summary is not intended to describe each 
of implementations and applications , some of which are illustrated embodiment or every implementation of the pres 
shown in the figures and characterized in the claims section ent disclosure . 
that follows . 

Aspects of the present disclosure , in certain embodiments , BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
are directed toward a connector assembly for facilitating a 
dynamic keying system . In certain embodiments , the The drawings included in the present application are 
dynamic keying system can include a male connector device incorporated into , and form part of , the specification . They 
having a first plurality of settings for one or more key 40 illustrate embodiments of the present disclosure and , along 
features . The dynamic keying system can also include a with the description , serve to explain the principles of the 
female connector device having a second plurality of set disclosure . The drawings are only illustrative of certain 
tings for one or more key features . Consistent with various embodiments of the invention and do not limit the disclo 
embodiments , the female connector device can be config 
ured to operate in an initial mode and a subsequent mode . 45 FIG . 1A shows a side view of a male connector device 
When in the initial mode , the female connector device can with an adjustable - height key feature and a female connector 
be configured to , in response to the introduction of the male device of the dynamic keying system , consistent with 
connector device , correspond a first setting of the first embodiments of the present disclosure . 
plurality of settings to a second setting of the second FIG . 1B shows a front view of a male connector device 
plurality of settings . When in the subsequent mode , the 50 with an adjustable - height key feature and a female connector 
female connector device can be configured to permit cou device of the dynamic keying system , consistent with 
pling with at least one male connector device having the first embodiments of the present disclosure . 
setting and consistently deny access to at least one male FIG . 2 shows a top view of a male connector device with 
connector device having a third setting different than the first an adjustable - length key feature and a female connector 
setting 55 device of the dynamic keying system , consistent with 

Aspects of the present disclosure , in certain embodiments , embodiments of the present disclosure . 
are directed toward a method for assembling a dynamic FIG . 3 shows a top view of a male connector device with 
keying system . In certain embodiments , the method can an adjustable - width key feature and a female connector 
include structuring a male connector device to have a first device of the dynamic keying system , consistent with 
plurality of settings for one or more key features . In certain 60 embodiments of the present disclosure . 
embodiments , the method can also include structuring a FIG . 4 shows a side view of a male connector device and 
female connector device to have a second plurality of a female connector device with revolvable key features , 
settings for one or more key features , and configured to consistent with embodiments of the present disclosure . 
operate in an initial mode and a subsequent mode . When in FIG . 5 shows a side view of a male connector device and 
the initial mode , the female connector device can be con- 65 a female connector device with electronic identification key 
figured to , in response to the introduction of the male features , consistent with embodiments of the present disclo 
connector device , correspond a first setting of the first 

35 

sure . 

sure . 
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FIG . 6A shows a side view of a male connector device device having the current setting , and deny access to at least 
with an exemplary physically adjustable key feature , con one male connector device having a setting different than the 
sistent with embodiments of the present disclosure . current setting . 

FIG . 6B shows a top view of a male connector device with Turning now to the figures , FIG . 1A shows a side view of 
an exemplary physically adjustable key feature , consistent 5 the male connector device and the female connector device 
with embodiments of the present disclosure . of the dynamic keying system , consistent with embodiments 

FIG . 7 shows a method of assembling a dynamic keying of the present disclosure . Aspects of FIG . 1A are directed 
system , consistent with embodiments of the present disclo toward a dynamic keying system with a male connector 

device 100 and a female connector device 125 that can 
While the invention is amenable to various modifications 10 include one or more key features 102 , 106 configurable in 

and alternative forms , specifics thereof have been shown by one or more settings prior to coupling . Upon coupling , the way of example in the drawings and will be described in female connector device 125 can correspond to the current detail . It should be understood , however , that the intention is key feature setting of the male connector device 100 and not to limit the invention to the particular embodiments described . On the contrary , the intention is to cover all 15 lock into a secure position . Consistent with various embodi 
modifications , equivalents , and alternatives falling within ments , the dynamic keying system can also include one or 
the spirit and scope of the invention . more connecting members 104. In certain embodiments , the 

connecting members 102 can include electrical pins ; how 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION ever , other connecting members are possible , including but 

20 not necessarily limited to plugs , prongs , and wires . Other 
Aspects of the present disclosure relate to various shapes and connecting member types are also possible . In 

embodiments and methods of a system for dynamic keying . certain embodiments , the connecting members 102 can be 
The system can include a connector assembly having a male configured to interface with one or more electrical contacts 
connector device and a female connector device , the male 110 . 
connector device configured to couple with the female 25 Aspects of the present disclosure may be used for a 
connector device . The male connector device and the female variety of connector systems in which the insertion of a male 
connector device can include one or more key features connector device interfaces with a female connector device . 
configurable in one or more settings prior to coupling . Upon Further , aspects of the present disclosure can allow for more 
coupling , the female connector device can correspond to the than one male connector device to couple with a female 
current key feature settings and lock into a subsequent 30 connector device . 
position . In the subsequent position , the female connector Consistent with various embodiments , the electrical con 
device can be configured to permit coupling with at least one tacts 110 can be located on a support surface 108. In certain 
male connector device having the current setting , and deny embodiments , the support surface 108 can be part of a 
access to at least one male connector device having a scaffold structure with parallel arms , each upholding at least 
different setting than the current setting . While the present 35 one electrical contact 110. In certain embodiments , the 
invention is not necessarily limited to such applications , support surface 108 can be attached to one or more walls of 
various aspects of the invention may be appreciated through the female connector device 125. For example , the scaffold 
a discussion of various examples using this context . structure can be affixed to the side walls of the female 

Aspects of the present disclosure relate to the recognition connector device 125 such that it guides the connecting 
that , in certain situations , connection of related electronic 40 members 104 to the electrical contacts 110 when a male 
units can require the use of identical connectors , which can connector device 100 interfaces with the female connector 
lead to mistaken interconnection between electronic units . device 125 . 
Such mishaps can go unnoticed , resulting in impacts on In certain embodiments , the male connector device 100 
efficiency and productivity , as well as creating potentially and the female connector device 125 can include one or 
unsafe environments due to electrical hazards . Further , 45 more key features , 102 , 106. The key features can be 
although labeling of each individual electrical unit can help individually configured in one of a plurality of settings 
alleviate such difficulties , this approach can be time con before initial coupling of the male connector device 100 and 
suming , and electrical units may be incorrectly labeled . the female connector device 125. For example , in certain 
Accordingly , aspects of the present disclosure relate to a embodiments , the key feature 102 can be configured in a first 
method and system for a connector assembly for dynamic 50 setting prior to coupling of the male connector device 100 
keying that can facilitate individualized keying between and the female connector device 125. Upon initial coupling , 
male and female connector devices . The present disclosure the female connector device 125 can correspond to the first 
may provide benefits associated with simplified pairing of key feature setting of the male connector device 100 and 
electronic connector devices . lock into the subsequent position . The key features 102 , 106 

Aspects of the present disclosure include a method and 55 can be one of a number of designs . For example , in certain 
system for dynamic keying . The method and system can embodiments , the key feature 102 can be a ridge architecture 
include a male connector device having a first plurality of located on the male connector device 100 , and the key 
settings for one or more key features , and a female connector feature 106 can be a deformable material located within the 
device having a second plurality of settings for one or more female connector device 125 . 
key features . The female connector device can be configured 60 FIG . 1B shows a front view of the male connector device 
to operate in an initial mode and a subsequent mode . In the 100 and the female connector device 125 of the dynamic 
initial mode , in response to the introduction of the male keying system , consistent with embodiments of the present 
connector device , the female connector device can corre disclosure . Aspects of FIG . 1B are directed toward a 
spond a first setting of the first plurality of settings to a dynamic keying system with one or more key features 102 , 
second setting of the second plurality of settings . In the 65 106 including a ridge architecture with adjustable height and 
subsequent mode , the female connector device can be con a deformable material to facilitate keying between the male 
figured to permit coupling with at least one male connector connector device 100 and the female connector device 125 . 
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As shown in FIG . 1B , the key feature 102 can include a device 200 , and substantially non - deformable after initial 
ridge architecture with one or more ridges extending from coupling with the male connector device 200 . 
the male connector device 100. Although the key feature 102 Consistent with various embodiments , upon initial cou 
is depicted as having four ridges in FIG . 1B for simplicity , pling of the male connector device 200 and the female 
other configurations are also possible . Consistent with vari- 5 connector device 225 , the deformable material can conform 
ous embodiments , the ridge architecture can be configured to the first setting of the ridge architecture and solidify . For 
in one of a plurality of settings . For example , in certain example , the deformable material can conform to the shape 
embodiments , each ridge can be configured to extend and and dimensions of the ridges , thereby forming one or more 
retract relative to the male connector device 100 , thereby grooves 208 in the deformable material of the female 
altering the height of each ridge . In certain embodiments , 10 connector device 225. Such a configuration could allow for 

coupling and decoupling between the female connector each ridge can be adjusted to a certain height and locked in device 225 and a male connector device 200 configured in position to prevent accidental adjustment . Prior to initial the first setting . As shown in FIG . 2 , in certain embodiments , coupling with the female connector device 125 , the ridge a different male connector device 250 configured in a setting architecture can be configured in a first setting . 15 other than the first setting can be prevented from interfacing Consistent with various embodiments , the key feature 106 with the female connector device 225. For example , as 
can include a deformable material located within the female shown in FIG . 2 , a different ridge 204 of the different male 
connector device 125. In certain embodiments , the deform connector device 250 may be too long to enter a groove 208 
able material can be substantially deformable prior to initial of the female device 225 . 
coupling with the male connector device 100 , and substan- 20 FIG . 3 shows a top view of the male connector device and 
tially non - deformable after initial coupling . For instance , the the female connector device of the dynamic keying system , 
deformable material could respond to a change in environ consistent with embodiments of the present disclosure . 
mental conditions , such as exposure to air , a change in Aspects of FIG . 3 are directed toward a dynamic keying 
temperature , exposure to ultraviolet light , or an electrical system with one or more key features 302 , 306 including a 
current . For example , in certain embodiments , upon initial 25 ridge architecture having one or more ridges with adjustable 
coupling of the male connector device 100 and the female width and a deformable material to facilitate keying between 
connector device 125 , the deformable material can conform the male connector device 300 and the female connector 
to the first setting of the ridge architecture and solidify . Such device 325 . 
a configuration could allow for coupling and decoupling As shown in FIG . 3 , the dynamic keying system can 
between the female connector device 125 and a male con- 30 include a male connector device 300 and a female connector 
nector device 100 configured in the first setting . device 325. Consistent with various embodiments , the male 

Consistent with various embodiments , the deformable connector device 300 can include a key feature 302 , and the 
material can be one of a number of different materials . For female connector device can include a key feature 306. For 
example , in certain embodiments , the deformable material example , in certain embodiments , the key feature 302 can be 
can include epoxy , clay , thermoplastic resins , thermoplastic 35 a ridge architecture including one or more ridges , and the 
polymers , thermoset resins and thermoset polymers . More key feature 306 can be a deformable material . Consistent 
particularly , the deformable material can include polyester with various embodiments , the width of the individual 
resin , vinyl ester resin , phenolic , and urethane . In certain ridges of the ridge architecture can be independently 
embodiments , a combination of various materials may be adjusted . For example , in certain embodiments , one ridge of 
utilized . Consistent with various embodiments , the deform- 40 the male connector device 302 can be adjusted to a greater 
able material can be substantially deformable prior to initial width relative to one or more other ridges . In certain 
coupling with the male connector device 100 , and substan embodiments , the deformable material can be substantially 
tially non - deformable after initial coupling . deformable prior to initial coupling with the male connector 

FIG . 2 shows a top view of the male connector device and device 300 , and substantially non - deformable after initial 
the female connector device of the dynamic keying system , 45 coupling with the male connector device 300 . 
consistent with embodiments of the present disclosure . Consistent with various embodiments , upon initial cou 
Aspects of FIG . 2 are directed toward a dynamic keying pling of the male connector device 300 and the female 
system with one or more key features 202 , 206 including a connector device 325 , the deformable material can conform 
ridge architecture having one or more ridges with adjustable to the first setting of the ridge architecture and solidify . For 
length and a deformable material to facilitate keying 50 example , the deformable material can conform to the shape 
between the male connector device 200 and the female and dimensions of the ridges , thereby forming one or more 
connector device 225 . grooves 308 in the deformable material of the female 
As shown in FIG . 2 , the dynamic keying system can connector device 225. Such a configuration could allow for 

include a male connector device 200 and a female connector coupling and decoupling between the female connector 
device 225. Consistent with various embodiments , the male 55 device 325 and a male connector device 300 configured in 
connector device 200 can include a key feature 202 , and the the first setting . As shown in FIG . 3 , in certain embodiments , 
female connector device can include a key feature 206. For a different male connector device 350 configured in a setting 
example , in certain embodiments , the key feature 202 can be other than the first setting can be prevented from interfacing 
a ridge architecture including one or more ridges , and the with the female connector device 325. For example , one or 
key feature 206 can be a deformable material . Consistent 60 more of the ridges of the different male connector device 350 
with various embodiments , the length of the individual can be too wide to enter a groove 308 of the female 
ridges of the ridge architecture can be independently connector device 325 . 
adjusted . For example , in certain embodiments , one ridge of FIG . 4 shows a side view of a male connector device and 
the male connector device 202 can be adjusted to a greater a female connector device with revolvable key features , 
length relative to one or more other ridges . In certain 65 consistent with embodiments of the present disclosure . 
embodiments , the deformable material can be substantially Aspects of FIG . 4 are directed toward a dynamic keying 
deformable prior to initial coupling with the male connector system with one or more key features 402 , 406 including a 
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movable ridge and a movable outer ring to facilitate keying bit and the interrogation bit can be a radio - frequency iden 
between a male connector device 400 and a female connec tification ( RFID ) system based on one of a number of 
tor device 425 . designs . For example , the interrogation bit can be an active 
As shown in FIG . 4 , the dynamic keying system can reader passive tag ( ARPT ) system that transmits an inter 

include a male connector device 400 and a female connector 5 rogation signal , and the identification bit can be a battery 
device 425. The male connector device 400 can include a assisted passive tag ( BAPT ) system that transmits a user 
key feature 402 , and the female connector device can programmed ID tag in response to the interrogation signal . 
include a key feature 406. Consistent with various embodi Consistent with various embodiments , the male connector ments , the key feature 402 can be a movable ridge that device 500 can include non - volatile memory for storing a 
protrudes from the male connector device 400 , and can 10 first ID tag . The first ID tag can be programmed by a user in revolve around the perimeter of the male connector device 
400. In certain embodiments , the movable ridge can be a first setting of a plurality of settings , and transmitted in 
locked in place to prevent accidental or involuntary adjust response to an interrogation signal from an interrogation bit 
ment . Consistent with various embodiments , the key feature in a female connector device 525. For example , the first ID 
406 can be a movable ring configured to revolve around the 15 tag could be a four digit code set by a user . As another 
perimeter of the female connector 225. The movable ring example , in certain embodiments , the first ID tag could be a 
can include a guide slot 408 for interfacing with the movable digital timestamp identifier . In certain embodiments , the 
ridge on the male connector device 400 , and facilitate female connector device 525 can also include non - volatile 
coupling between the male connector device 400 and the memory for storing a second ID tag . In certain embodi 
female connector device 425. Further , the movable ring can 20 ments , the female connector device 525 can be configured in 
also be locked in place in a subsequent mode to prevent an initial mode , in which the female connector device is 
accidental adjustment . capable of coupling with a male connector device 500 , and 

As shown in FIG . 4 , in certain embodiments the male the second ID tag is in a standby state . In the standby state , 
connector device 400 can include an array of connecting the second ID tag can be configured to automatically pro 
members 404. In certain embodiments , the connecting mem- 25 gram itself in a second setting of a plurality of settings in 
bers 404 can be electrical pins configured to interface with response to coupling of the female connector device 525 and 
an array of receptacle slots 410 located within the female the male connector device 500. The second setting of the 
connector device 425 . second ID tag can correspond to the first setting of the first 
As an example , in certain embodiments , a user may set the ID tag . As an example , the first ID tag could be programmed 

movable ridge to a position at 45 degrees relative to the top 30 by a user to be 1234. In the initial mode , upon first coupling 
of the male connector device 400 , and lock the movable with the male connector device 500 , the interrogation bit 
ridge in place . Accordingly , the movable ring could also be could transmit an interrogation signal . In response to the 
set to 45 degrees relative the top of the female connector interrogation signal , the identification bit of the male con 
device 425 and be locked in place . Such a configuration nector device 500 could transmit its first ID tag of 1234 , and 
could allow the movable ridge of the male connector device 35 the second ID tag could automatically program itself to a 
400 to be received by the guide slot 408 of the female corresponding tag matching the first ID tag , such as 1234 . 
connector device 425 , and facilitate coupling between the As shown in FIG . 5 , in certain embodiments , the female 
connecting members 404 of the male connector device 400 connector device can include a sealing gate 512. In the initial 
and the receptacle slots 410 of the female connector device mode , the sealing gate 512 can remain open , and allow for 
425 . 40 coupling with one or more male connector devices 525 . 

FIG . 5 shows a side view of a male connector device and Consistent with various embodiments , in response to pro 
a female connector device with electronic identification key gramming the second ID tag , the female connector device 
features , consistent with embodiments of the present disclo 525 can enter a subsequent mode . In the subsequent mode , 
sure . Aspects of FIG . 5 are directed toward a dynamic the sealing gate 512 can remain closed , and prevent coupling 
keying system with one or more key features 502 , 506 45 with at least one male connector device 525. Consistent with 
including an identification bit and an interrogation bit to various embodiments , when in the subsequent mode , the 
facilitate keying between a male connector device 500 and interrogation bit of the female connector device 525 can be 
a female connector device 525 . configured to permit coupling with one or more male 
As shown in FIG . 5 , consistent with various embodi connector devices 525 that have a first ID tag setting that 

ments , the male connector device 500 can include one or 50 corresponds to the second ID tag setting of the female 
more connecting members 504. In certain embodiments , the connector device 525. For example , in certain embodiments , 
female connector device 525 can have one or more electrical the female connector device 525 can transmit a radio 
contacts 510 configured to interface with the connecting frequency interrogation signal . In response , a male connec 
members 504. Consistent with various embodiments , the tor device 500 in range to receive the interrogation signal 
electrical contacts 510 can be located on a support surface 55 can transmit its first ID tag via an identification signal . In 
508. In certain embodiments , the support surface 508 can be certain embodiments , if the first setting of the first ID tag 
part of a scaffold structure with parallel arms , each uphold corresponds to the second setting of the second ID tag , then 
ing at least one electrical contact 510 . the sealing gate 512 can open to allow for coupling between 

Consistent with various embodiments , the male connector the female connector device 525 and the male connector 
device 500 can include a key feature 502 , and the female 60 device 500 . 
connector device 525 can include a key feature 506. In Referring now to FIG . 6A and FIG . 6B , FIG . 6A shows a 
certain embodiments , the key feature 502 can be an identi side view of a male connector device with an exemplary 
fication bit , and the key feature 506 can be an interrogation physically adjustable key feature , consistent with embodi 
bit . In certain embodiments , the identification bit and the ments of the present disclosure . FIG . 6B shows a top view 
interrogation bit can each include an integrated circuit and 65 of the male connector device with an exemplary physically 
an antenna , and be configured to wirelessly communicate adjustable key feature , consistent with embodiments of the 
with one another . In certain embodiments , the identification present disclosure . Aspects of FIG . 6A and FIG . 6B are 
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directed toward a male connector device 600 with an adjust or more ridges protruding from the male connector device , 
able ridge architecture for customizing a dynamic keying and be physically adjustable in a first plane relative to the 
system . male connector device . For example , the length , width , or 
As shown in FIG . 6A , consistent with various embodi height of the ridges could be physically adjusted in a 

ments , the male connector device 600 can include an adjust- 5 plurality of position settings . Furthermore , the key features 
able ridge architecture with one or more ridges 602. Each can include a receptacle located within the female connector ridge 602 can be configured to slide forward and backward device . The receptacle can be configured to be substantially 
in a groove 610 located on the male connector device 600 . deformable in the initial mode and substantially non - de In certain embodiments , the groove can be oriented length formable in the subsequent mode . wise relative to the male connector device 600 , as shown in 10 At block 718 , the key features can be structured to include FIG . 6B . A sliding base 606 can be attached to the bottom 
of each ridge 602 , and can facilitate movement of a ridge one or more ridges protruding from the male connector 
602 in a groove 610. Consistent with various embodiments , device , and be configured to revolve around the perimeter of 
the body of the male connector device 600 and each ridge the male connector device . Furthermore , the key features 
602 can include a plurality of slots located lengthwise 15 can include a receptacle located within the female connector 
relative to the male connector device 600. In certain embodi device . The receptacle can be configured to be substantially 
ments , the slots located on the body of the male connector deformable in the initial mode and substantially non - de 
device 600 and each ridge 602 can be spaced so as to align formable in the subsequent mode . 
with one another . Consistent with various embodiments , a At block 720 , the key features can be structured to include 
securing pin 608 can be inserted through the slots of the 20 identification circuitry 720. The identification circuitry can 
ridge 602 and the male connector device 600 , thereby include a first circuitry within the male connector device 
locking the ridge in place . As shown in FIG . 6B , in certain configured to communicate with a second circuitry and 
embodiments , multiple ridges can be adjusted to different provide a first identification tag in response to an interro 
positions and locked in place with a securing pin 608 . gation request from the second circuitry . The second cir 
Accordingly , such a solution can allow for customization of 25 cuitry can be located within the female connector device , 
the male connector device 600 , and facilitate individualized and be configured to communicate with the first circuitry 
keying between the male connector device 600 and a female and provide an interrogation response . In response to receiv 
connector device . Other solutions are also possible . ing the first identification tag from the male connector 

FIG . 7 shows a method 700 of assembling a dynamic device , the second circuitry can verify the identification tag . 
keying system , consistent with embodiments of the present 30 Furthermore , the key features can be structured to include a 
disclosure . Aspects of FIG . 7 are directed toward structuring gate located at an entrance to the female connector device . 
a male connector device and a female connector device with The gate can be configured to open in response to verifica 
one or more key features to facilitate individualized keying tion of the identification tag and allow coupling between the 
between the male connector device and the female connector male connector device and the female connector device . In 
device . The method 700 may begin at block 702 . certain embodiments , at block 722 , the first identification tag 

Consistent with various embodiments , at block 704 the can be programmable in one of a plurality of settings using 
method 700 can include structuring a male connector device . a code created with a timestamp identifier . Furthermore , at 
In certain embodiments , the male connector device can be block 724 , verifying the first identification tag can be 
structured to have a first plurality of settings for one or more configured to determine whether a first setting of the first 
key features . For example , in certain embodiments , the key 40 identification tag corresponds to a second setting of a second 
features can include a ridge architecture configurable in a identification tag . In certain embodiments , the second iden 
plurality of position settings . tification tag can be associated with the second circuitry . 

At block 706 , the method 700 can include structuring a Although the present disclosure has been described in 
female connector device . The female connector device can terms of specific embodiments , it is anticipated that altera 
be structured to have a second plurality of settings for one 45 tions and modifications thereof will become apparent to 
or more key features . For example , in certain embodiments , those skilled in the art . Therefore , it is intended that the 
the key features can include a deformable material configu following claims be interpreted as covering all such altera 
rable in a plurality of settings . As shown in FIG . 7 , at block tions and modifications as fall within the true spirit and 
708 , the female connector device can be structured in an scope of the disclosure . 
initial mode , in which the female connector device is con- 50 
figured to correspond a first setting of the first plurality of The invention claimed is : 
settings to a second setting of the second plurality of settings 1. A dynamic keying system comprising : 
in response to the introduction of a male connector device . a male connector device having a circular perimeter 
At block 710 , the female connector device can be structured including a movable ridge which may be set by revolv 
to have a subsequent mode , in which the female connector 55 ing around the perimeter of the male connector device 
device is configured to permit coupling with at least one to a chosen position ; and 
male connector device having the first setting . Furthermore , a female connector device having a circular perimeter and 
in the subsequent mode , the female connector device can a movable ring with a guide slot for interfacing with the 
consistently deny access to at least one male connector movable ridge and configured to revolve around the 
device having a third setting different than the first setting . 60 circular perimeter , wherein : 
At block 712 , the female connector device can be further in an initial mode the female connector device is config 
configured to , in the subsequent mode , maintain the second ured such that the movable ring is rotatable to corre 
setting of the plurality of settings . spond the position of the guide slot to the chosen 
At block 714 , the male connector device and the female position of the male connector device ; and 

connector device can be structured to have one or more key 65 in a subsequent mode the female connector device is 
features . As shown in FIG . 7 , in certain embodiments , at configured to permit coupling with at least one male 
block 716 the key features can be structured to include one connector device having the chosen position and con 
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sistently deny access to at least one male connector 
device having the movable ridge in a different position 
than the chosen position . 

2. The system of claim 1 , wherein the movable ridge 
protrudes radially outward from the perimeter of the male 5 
connector device . 

3. The system of claim 1 , wherein : 
the male connector device further comprises a plurality of 

electrical connecting members ; and 
the female connector device further comprises a plurality 10 
of longitudinal receptacle slots that are each configured 
to receive a corresponding one of the plurality of 
electrical connecting members for the coupling . 

4. The system of claim 3 , wherein an aperture of the 
female connector device is configured to receive each of the 15 
plurality of electrical connecting members and the movable 
ridge of the male connector device during the coupling . 


