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57 ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus determine a caller's eligibility to 
enter a lottery, determine whether the caller has won the 
lottery and advise the caller of the winning Status in response 
to a caller's request for communication Services. The odds of 
winning a lottery for the caller can be adjusted based on the 
caller's participation history, Such as a past number of calls 
made or total call time logged by the caller. Thus, frequent 
users of a communication Service can be rewarded with 
increased odds of winning a lottery each time a request for 
communication Services is made and communication Ser 
vices are provided. 

13 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 
DETERMINING A CALLER'S ODDS FOR 

WINNING A LOTTERY BASED ON CALLER 
HISTORY 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is related to the following concurrently 
filed and commonly assigned applications: entitled "Method 
And Apparatus For Determining A Call-Based Lottery Win 
ner's Prize Tier Based On Caller Participation History;” 
entitled “Method And Apparatus For Determining A Caller's 
Eligibility For A Lottery And Advising Lottery Winner 
During A Same Call; entitled “Method And Apparatus For 
Rewarding Groups Of Communication Service Users;” and 
entitled “Lottery Method And Apparatus Having A Tiered 
Prize Scheme. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of Invention 

This invention relates to a method and apparatus for 
determining if a caller is eligible for entry into a lottery and 
determining the caller's odds for winning based on the 
caller's participation history. 

2. Description of Related Art 
Traditional lottery Systems, or other similar games of 

chance, require players to purchase lottery tickets or make 
Some other similar directed action to enter a lottery. For 
example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,403,999 to Entenmann et al. 
describes a System that allows a player to enter a lottery by 
calling a specific telephone number and entering the lottery 
over the telephone. Thus, in the Entenmann System, the 
player can enter, win and be advised of winning the lottery 
during a single telephone call Specifically made to enter the 
lottery. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention provides a method and apparatus for deter 
mining a caller's eligibility to enter a lottery, and determin 
ing the caller's odds for winning the lottery based on the 
caller's participation history, in response to a call made by 
the caller to a called party. That is, the caller need not make 
a Specific directed action, e.g., telephone a Specific telephone 
number, to enter and win a lottery. Instead, according to at 
least one aspect of the invention, a caller can enter and win 
a lottery by calling any called party. 

Therefore, each time a caller makes a request for com 
munication Services, e.g., the caller dials a called party's 
telephone number, and is connected to the called party, a 
determination can be made whether the caller is eligible for 
entry into a lottery. This determination can be made based on 
various criteria, e.g., the caller made a credit card telephone 
call, a regular long distance call, a dial-around code based 
call, the time of day, a “call destination', etc. If the caller is 
eligible for entry into a lottery, a determination can next be 
made whether the caller has won the lottery. This determi 
nation can be adjusted based on various criteria, including 
the caller's participation history, which can include a total 
number of calls made by the caller over a past period of time, 
e.g., the last 30, 60 or 90 days. Thus, the caller's odds for 
winning the lottery can be adjusted based on the caller's 
participation history. For example, if a lottery has defined 
odds for winning, e.g., one in ten thousand, the caller could 
be provided with two or more entries into the lottery to 
adjust the odds of winning. Alternately, the caller could be 
given one entry into the lottery and the odds for winning the 
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2 
lottery could be adjusted in another way. By adjusting the 
odds for winning, frequent callers or users of the commu 
nication System can be rewarded with increased odds of 
winning as compared to leSS frequent callers. The caller can 
be advised that the caller has won the lottery during the call 
that entered the caller into the lottery. However, this is not 
necessary and the caller can be advised at Some later time. 

These and other aspects of the invention will be appre 
ciated and/or will be obvious in view of the description 
detailed below. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention is described below with reference to the 
following drawings in which like reference numerals refer to 
like elements. 

FIG. 1 is a Schematic block diagram of a communication 
System configured in accordance with the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a Schematic block diagram of a lottery module, 
FIG. 3 is a flowchart of steps of a method for determining 

a caller's eligibility for entry into a lottery and determining 
whether the caller is a winner of the lottery; 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of steps detailing how a caller's 
eligibility can be determined; and 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of steps detailing how a caller's odds 
for winning a lottery can be determined. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The invention is described below in connection with a 
telecommunication System. That is, as described below, 
callers make telephone calls to request communication Ser 
vices and communicate with a desired called party. 
However, it will be appreciated that the invention can be 
used with other types of communication Systems, including 
wired and wireleSS communication Systems, computer or 
other similar networkS Such as the Internet, etc. For example, 
the invention could be used as part of an Internet Service 
provider (ISP) system Such that each time a user accesses the 
Internet, a particular web site, a particular number or com 
bination of Web Sites, or other similar computer network 
through the ISP's system, the user can be entered into and 
win a lottery. The user can access the Internet, computer 
network or other information Source through a cable, Satel 
lite or other network or combination of networks. Likewise, 
communication Service users that connect to a particular 
Internet web site, or view/interact with a particular television 
or other communication channel (either digital or analog) 
can be entered into and win a lottery. For example, users 
could be rewarded for viewing a particular television or 
other Similar communication channel. Thus, the invention is 
not limited to use with telecommunication Systems. 
The term called party is used in this description to refer to 

any perSon, entity, communication device or other commu 
nication destination other than an entity or System specifi 
cally engaged in receiving requests for entry into a lottery, 
entering callers into a lottery and advising callers of their 
winning Status, if appropriate. That is, the invention is not 
directed to dedicated lottery Systems that receive 
communications, Such as telephone calls, from callers to 
enter a lottery. Likewise, the term call is used to refer to any 
type of communications between a caller and a called party, 
not just telephone calls. Thus, a caller can “call” a called 
party over a telecommunications network, a computer 
network, the Internet, etc. 

FIG. 1 is a Schematic block diagram of a communications 
System 10 configured in accordance with the invention. A 
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caller 1 makes a request for communication Services So that 
the caller 1 can communicate with a desired called party 2. 
The caller 1 and/or the called party 2 can be a perSon or 
communication device, as desired. The caller 1 and/or the 
called party 2 can use, or can include, any number of 
different types of communication devices, including wired 
and wireleSS telephones, facsimile machines, modems, pro 
grammed general purpose computers, etc. Thus, any one- or 
two-way communication device can be used for communi 
cation between the caller 1 and the called party 2. 

The caller 1's request for communication Services can 
take different forms, depending upon the type of communi 
cation network 3 used to provide the communication Ser 
vices. In this example, the communication network 3 is a 
Switched telecommunications network, and So the request 
for communication Services can include a dialed telephone 
number. However, the communication network 3 can 
include other communication Systems, and the request for 
communication Services will likely change accordingly. 
When the communication network 3 receives the call 

request and provides communication Services, e.g., Sends 
communication information between the caller 1 and the 
called party 2, a lottery module 4 is notified of the call. The 
lottery module 4 then determines if the caller 1, or other 
entity associated with the call, is eligible for entry into a 
lottery. In this example, a possible other entity associated 
with the call could be a perSon, group or busineSS entity that 
maintains or is otherwise associated with the communication 
device used by the caller 1 to make the call to the called 
party 2. For example, a caller 1, who is actually using a 
communication device to make a telephone call, may be 
borrowing another perSon's telephone to make the call. In 
this case, the lottery module 4 can determine that the person 
who owns the telephone or is responsible for paying for calls 
made using the telephone is eligible for entry into the lottery, 
rather than the actual caller. In contrast, the lottery module 
4 could determine whether the actual caller 1 is eligible for 
entry into the lottery even if the caller 1 is not usually 
asSociated with the telephone being used to make a call. In 
this case, the caller 1 can enter an identification number, dial 
a specific acceSS telephone number or follow Some other 
procedure to identify the caller 1's identity to the lottery 
module 4 regardless of the telephone or other communica 
tion device being used to obtain communication Services. 
However, for ease of reference, the term caller is used to 
refer to both the actual caller and/or any other entity asso 
ciated with the call made. 

While communication services are being provided to the 
caller 1, the lottery module 4 determines whether the caller 
1 is eligible for entry into a lottery and, if so, whether the 
caller 1 is a winner of the lottery. AS discussed above, the 
caller 1’s odds of winning the lottery can be adjusted (e.g., 
increased), if desired, based on the caller 1's past partici 
pation or call history, or other factors. If the caller 1 is a 
winner, the caller 1 is preferably advised of the winning 
Status while communication Services are being provided. For 
example, the lottery module 4 could interrupt the caller 1's 
call to advise the caller 1 of the winning Status, call the caller 
1 on another telephone line, display a Video message on the 
caller 1's communication device or otherwise advise the 
caller 1 of the winning status. If the caller 1 is not a winner 
of the lottery, the lottery module 4 can either advise the 
caller 1 that the caller 1 did not win the lottery this time, or 
make no announcement at all to the caller 1. When the caller 
1 or called party 2 wishes to terminate the communication 
Services, e.g., by hanging up the telephone, the communi 
cation Services are terminated. 
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4 
FIG. 2 is a Schematic block diagram of one example of a 

lottery module. In this example, the lottery module 4 
includes a controller 41 that receives and Sends signals over 
a line 44, which communicates with the communication 
network 3. For example, the controller 41 can receive a 
signal over the line 44 from the communication network 3 
indicating that a call request has been made and communi 
cation Services are being provided to a caller 1. In response 
to the received Signal, which can include information iden 
tifying the caller 1, the calls originating telephone number, 
the destination telephone number, other call destination 
information, etc., the controller 41 determines whether the 
caller 1 is eligible for entry into a lottery. Alternately, all 
callers 1 using the communications network 3 can be 
eligible for entry into a lottery for each call made. The 
eligibility determination can be based on various factors 
including information received from the communication 
network 3 and/or other information stored in a memory 43. 
The memory 43 can store information such as a caller 1's 
profile, including a number of calls made by the caller 1 
during a past period of time, a total amount of call time used 
by the caller 1, the types of calls made by the caller 1, etc. 
The controller 41 can also use information Such as the time 
of day or day that a call is made, a Specific dial-around code 
used to place a call, a call destination, or other information. 
In short, the controller 41 can use any desired information to 
make the eligibility determination. 
Once the controller 41 determines that a caller 1 is eligible 

for entry into a lottery, the controller 41 sends a signal to a 
lottery generator 42 to enter the caller 1 into a lottery. The 
lottery generator 42 can enter the caller 1 into a Standard 
lottery having defined odds and then provide an indication to 
the controller 41 whether the caller 1 has won the lottery. 
Alternately, the lottery generator 42 can adjust the odds of 
winning the lottery for the caller 1 based on the caller 1's 
past participation history, which can include any of the 
information discussed above used to make an eligibility 
determination. For example, the caller 1's odds of winning 
can be adjusted based on a number of calls placed by the 
caller 1 during a past time period, a total call time logged by 
the caller 1, the types of calls, e.g., credit card calls, 
dial-around calls, etc., a call destination Such as a telephone 
number or geographical region, a time of day, a number of 
past entries into lotteries, a number of past lottery wins, etc. 
The odds of winning can be adjusted in any desired way, 
including providing the caller 1 with multiple entries into a 
lottery having predefined odds for winning, or providing the 
caller 1 with a Single entry into a lottery that has adjusted 
odds. 

If the caller 1 wins the lottery, the controller 41 sends a 
Signal to the communication network 3 to notify the caller 1 
of the caller 1's winning status. Preferably, the caller 1 is 
notified while the call that prompted entry into the lottery is 
ongoing. However, the caller 1 can be notified after the call 
has been terminated. The caller 1 can be notified of the 
winning Status in various ways, including providing a voice 
message to the caller 1, displaying a message on the caller 
1's communication device, by telephoning the caller 1 on a 
Separate telephone line, Sending a facsimile or e-mail mes 
Sage to the caller 1, etc. 
AS one example, a caller 1 in New York can place a call 

to a called party 2 in California using a Specific dial-around 
code. Communication information is sent between the caller 
1 and called party 2 and the lottery module 4 receives an 
indication that the call has been placed and communication 
services are being provided. The controller 41 determines 
whether the caller 1 is eligible for entry into a lottery based 
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on desired criteria. For example, the fact that the caller 1 
used the Specific dial-around code could be enough to 
determine that the caller 1 is eligible for entry into a lottery. 
Alternately, other information, as discussed above, can be 
used for the eligibility determination. For example, the caller 
1 could be determined eligible for entry into a lottery based 
on the fact that the caller 1 is calling California at 3 p.m. on 
a Thursday. Likewise, the caller 1 could be determined 
eligible because the caller 1 has made 20 or more calls to 
California during the past month, for example. Such eligi 
bility determinations are not required, however, and each 
call indication received by the controller 41 could prompt 
entry into a lottery. 

Once the caller 1 is determined to be eligible, the lottery 
generator 42 determines if the caller 1 has won the lottery. 
The caller 1 could be entered into a lottery having defined 
odds, e.g., one in ten thousand, or the caller 1's odds of 
winning could be adjusted as discussed above. For example, 
the caller 1 could have made more than a threshold number 
of calls using a Specific dial-around code during the last 
month, and therefore be entitled to increased odds of win 
ning the lottery. Of course, other criteria can be used to 
determine whether and to what extent a caller 1 is entitled to 
adjusted odds of winning a lottery. Therefore, frequent 
callers can be rewarded with increased odds of winning a 
lottery. For example, callers that make calls at a first level 
(e.g., total time or frequency) could be assigned a first level 
of odds of winning, callers that make calls at a Second higher 
level could be assigned a Second higher level of odds of 
winning, and So on. One possible way of adjusting a caller 
1's odds is to provide the caller 1 with multiple entries into 
a lottery having defined odds. If the caller 1 wins the lottery, 
the caller 1 is advised of the winning status, preferably while 
communication Services are being provided. 

The lottery module 4 can be implemented, at least in part, 
as a general purpose data processor and/or single Special 
purpose integrated circuit (e.g., ASIC) or an array of ASICs 
each having a main or central processor Section for overall, 
System-level control, and Separate Sections dedicated to 
performing various Specific computations, functions and 
other processes under the control of the central processor 
Section. The lottery module 4 can also be implemented using 
a plurality of Separate dedicated programmable integrated or 
electronic circuits or devices, e.g., hard-wired electronic or 
logic circuits, Such as discrete element circuits or program 
mable logic devices. The lottery module 4 also preferably 
includes other devices, Such as Volatile or non-volatile 
memory devices, communication devices, and/or other cir 
cuitry or components necessary to perform the desired 
input/output or other functions. For example, the lottery 
module 4 can include an interface, Such as a user interface 
including a keyboard, monitor, user pointing device, etc. that 
allows an operator to input information into and receive 
information from the lottery module 4. The interface may 
also include other communications devices, including 
modems or other data communication devices, to allow the 
lottery module 4 to receive and Send information. 

The memory 43 can be one or more volatile and/or 
non-volatile memory devices, Such as optical disks, mag 
netic media, Semiconductor or other memory devices. The 
lottery generator 42 can be implemented as a Software 
module that is executed by the controller 41 or any other 
Suitable data processing apparatus. Alternately, the lottery 
module 42 can be implemented as hard-wired electronic 
circuits or other programmed integrated or other electronic 
circuits or devices, e.g., hard-wired electronic or logic 
circuits Such as discrete element circuits or programmable 
logic devices. 
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6 
FIG. 3 is a flowchart of steps for a method for determining 

a caller's eligibility for a lottery and advising the caller of 
the winning Status. In Step 100, a call request is received 
from a caller. For example, a call request can be a dialed 
telephone number or other number Sequence using a tele 
phone linked to a telecommunications network. However, 
the call request can be any Signal or other indication that a 
caller would like to communicate with a called party using 
any type of communications System, e.g., the caller would 
like to receive information from an Internet web site or other 
communication channel. In Step 200, communication Ser 
vices are provided to allow communication between the 
caller and a called party. The communication Services can 
include transmitting voice and/or data communications 
between the caller and the called party. However as dis 
cussed above, the communication Services can be provided 
by any communication System, not just telecommunications 
Systems. 

In step 300, a determination is made whether the caller is 
eligible for a lottery. Preferably, this determination is made 
while communication Services in Step 200 are being pro 
vided. However, the determination in step 300 can be made 
after communication Services have been terminated. If the 
caller is not eligible for a lottery, flow jumps to the end of 
the flowchart, at which time the caller can be advised that the 
caller is not eligible for a lottery. However, the caller need 
not be advised that the caller has been denied entry into a 
lottery. 

If the caller is eligible for a lottery, a determination is 
made in step 400 whether the caller is a winner of the lottery. 
This determination can be made in any number of different 
ways, including using a random number generator to gen 
erate a number and then determining whether the randomly 
generated number matches or otherwise corresponds to a 
number associated with the caller. The number assigned to 
the caller can be a number that is assigned permanently, e.g., 
when the caller first obtains telephone Service, or can be 
assigned to the caller each time the caller is entered into a 
lottery. However, the caller can be determined to be a winner 
of the lottery in other ways. The term lottery is used herein 
to refer to a game of chance or pseudo-game of chance Such 
that the caller has a random, or pseudo-random, chance of 
winning. Thus, the lottery can be constructed to give the 
appearance of random winning when, in fact, the probability 
for a caller or other entity winning the lottery is adjusted 
based on various criteria, including a total number of calls 
made or call minutes used by a caller during a recent past 
time period, the types of calls, e.g., credit card calls, dial 
around calls, etc., a call destination Such as a telephone 
number or geographical region, a time of day, a number of 
past entries into lotteries, a number of past lottery wins, etc. 

If the caller is determined to be a winner of the lottery, the 
caller is advised of the winning status in step 500. The caller 
can be advised while the communication Services are being 
provided or after the communication Services have been 
terminated. The caller can be advised of the winning Status 
in any number of different ways, including providing the 
caller with a voice or visual message, a facsimile or e-mail 
transmission, etc. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of optional steps for performing step 
300 in FIG. 3. In step 310, eligibility criteria are obtained. 
The eligibility criteria can include information regarding a 
caller's past participation history, Such as a number of calls 
or total call time for the caller during a past time period, or 
other information related to the call Such as a time of day, a 
call destination (e.g., a specific telephone number or geo 
graphic region), a dial-around code used to place the call, 
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whether the call was made using a credit card, etc. In Step 
320, a determination is made of the caller's eligibility to 
enter a lottery. This determination can be made by compar 
ing the eligibility criteria obtained in step 310 with stored 
eligibility data. For example, a dial-around number obtained 
in step 310 can be compared with a set of stored dial-around 
numbers, and if the obtained dial-around number matches 
one of the Stored numbers, the caller can be determined 
eligible for entry into a lottery. Of course, the eligibility 
determination can be made based on two or more criteria in 
any way as desired. For example, even if a dial-around 
number used to make a call matches a Stored dial-around 
number, a further determination can be made whether the 
number of calls placed by the caller during the last month is 
equal to or greater than a desired threshold number. Thus, 
even if the caller used an appropriate dial-around number 
that would otherwise entitle the caller entry into a lottery, if 
the caller has not placed a Specified number of calls using the 
dial-around number in the past, entry into a lottery can be 
denied. 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of optional steps for performing step 
400 in FIG. 3. In step 410, caller history information is 
retrieved. This information can include information Such as 
a number of calls recently made by the caller, a total call 
time logged by the caller, etc. In Step 420, the caller's odds 
of winning the lottery are determined based on the retrieved 
information. For example, a caller's odds of winning the 
lottery can be increased if the caller has made more than a 
threshold number of calls during a past time period. Thus, 
callers that frequently use a Service, Such as a dial-around 
Service, can be rewarded with increased odds of winning as 
compared to other callers that leSS frequently use the dial 
around service. In step 430, a determination is made if the 
caller is a winner of the lottery based on the determined odds 
of winning. This determination can be made in any desired 
way, as discussed above. Thus, the caller's odds of winning 
can be adjusted by adjusting a number of entries allotted to 
the caller into a lottery, adjusting the odds of winning the 
lottery, etc. 

While this invention has been described in conjunction 
with Specific embodiments thereof, it is evident that many 
alternatives, modifications, and variations will be apparent 
to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, the embodiments of 
the invention as set forth herein are intended to be 
illustrative, not limiting. Various changes may be made 
without departing from the Spirit and Scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for entering a caller into a lottery, compris 

ing: 
receiving an indication that communication Services are to 

be provided to the caller So that the caller can at least 
receive information from a called party that is not 
asSociated with entering the caller into a lottery; 

determining if the caller is eligible for entry into a lottery; 
adjusting an odds of winning the lottery for the caller 

based on a participation history for the caller; 
determining if the caller is a winner of the lottery using 

the adjusted odds of winning, and 
advising the caller that the caller has won the lottery while 

providing communication Services to the caller and the 
called party if the caller is determined to have won the 
lottery. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving 
an indication that communication Services are to be provided 
compriseS receiving a signal representing at least one of a 
telephone number and a dial-around number. 
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3. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving 

an indication that communication Services are to be provided 
comprises connecting the caller to the called party through 
a communications network. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of determining 
whether the caller is eligible for entry into a lottery com 
prises determining whether the caller, a telephone number 
asSociated with the caller, or other identification information 
is consistent with Stored information. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of adjusting an 
odds of winning comprises comparing the participation 
history for the caller to stored odds criteria, wherein the 
participation history includes at least one of a number of past 
lotteries entered, a number of past lotteries won, a total 
number of calls made by the caller during a previous time 
period, a total amount of call time logged by the caller 
during a previous time period, a type of calls made, call 
destination information, a time of day or day, and a dial 
around code for past calls. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the Step of adjusting an 
odds of winning comprises increasing an odds of winning 
for the caller if the caller has made more than a threshold 
number of calls using a specified dial-around code during a 
previous time period. 

7. A method for entering a caller into a lottery, compris 
ing: 

receiving an indication that communication Services are to 
be provided to the caller So that the caller can at least 
receive information from a called party that is not 
asSociated with entering the caller into a lottery; 

determining if the caller is eligible for entry into a lottery; 
adjusting an odds of winning the lottery for the caller 

based on a participation history for the caller, the 
participation history including at least one of a number 
of past lotteries entered, a number of past lotteries won, 
call destination information, and a time of day or day; 

determining if the caller is a winner of the lottery using 
the adjusted odds of winning, and 

advising the caller that the caller has won the lottery if the 
caller is determined to have won the lottery. 

8. A lottery device associated with a communication 
System that Sends communication information between a 
caller and a called party, the lottery device comprising: 

a memory that Stores information regarding at least a 
participation history for a caller; 

a lottery generator that adjusts the caller's odds of win 
ning a lottery based on the caller's participation history 
and determines if the caller has won the lottery based 
on the adjusted odds of winning, and 

a controller that determines if the caller is eligible to enter 
the lottery, and notifies the caller while providing 
communication Services to the caller and the called 
party if the caller has won the lottery. 

9. The lottery device of claim 8, wherein the lottery 
generator increases an odds of winning for the caller if the 
caller has made more than a threshold number of calls using 
a specified dial-around code during a previous time period. 

10. The lottery device of claim 8, wherein the communi 
cation System is a telecommunications network. 

11. The lottery device of claim 8, wherein the communi 
cation System sends communication information at least in 
part over a computer network. 

12. The lottery device of claim 8, wherein the controller 
determines whether the caller is eligible for entry into a 
lottery by determining whether the caller, a telephone num 
ber associated with the caller, or other identification infor 
mation is consistent with Stored information. 
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13. The lottery device of claim 8, wherein the lottery previous time period, a total amount of call time logged by 
generator adjusts an odds of winning by comparing the the caller during a previous time period, a type of calls made, 
participation history for the caller to Stored odds criteria, call destination information, a time of day or day, and a 
where the participation history includes at least one of a dial-around code for past calls. 
number of past lotteries entered, a number of past lotteries 5 
won, a total number of calls made by the caller during a k . . . . 


