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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES F. ZIEGLER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Bloom-
ington, in the county of McLean, State of Illi-

5 nois, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Welt-Cleaners and Blacking-
Spreaders, of which the following is a speci-

-fication.

This invention relates to an improved device
for applying blacking, paste, or other polish-
ing material or substance to boots and shoes;

~ and the object thereof is to provide a device

by means of whichsuch material can be readily
applied as desired without soiling the hands
of the user.

A further object is to provide such a device
with means by which dirt, &c., canbe removed
from the surface to which the polish or black-
ing is to be applied and particularly from the
creases of or around the welt of a shoe.

With these and other ends in view the in-
vention consists of a device constructed as
hereinafter described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a device constructed in
accordance with the present invention. . Fig.
9 is a transverse sectional view through the
device. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
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metal body of the device before the fabric

30 strip is applied thereto. Fig. 4 is a view of

the blank from which the metal body is formed.

Referring to the drawings, in which like’

numerals of reference designate correspond-
ing parts in the several figures, it will be seen

35 that the device consists of a metal body or

holder and a fabric strip firmly clamped be-’

tween jaws or flanges on said body. ¢

The strip 1 may be of any suitable material
and shape, although it is preferably formed
of feltand of polygonal form in cross-section
and so secured to the metal holder or body of
the device as to project therefrom and pro-
vide two oppositely-inclined surfaces 2 3 on
its projecting section. _ v

The body of the device is formed from a
singlé metal sheet
shown in Fig. 4. In forming the body sald
- blank is bent upon itself to form a scraper b
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or blank 4 of the shape

and two outwardly-flaring jaw-like portions
6 7,in the free edge of each of which is formed
a series of teeth or projecting points 8, adapt-
ed to be bent into and securely engage the
strip 1 when the latter is inserted between
said jaws. End flanges 9 integral with that

-portion of the blank that forms one side of

the scraper 5 are bent about the ends of said
seraper and close against the opposite side of
the same. If desired, said flanges 9 may be
secured in this-position by solder or any other
suitable means. It has not, however, been
found' necessary to employ any such fastening
orsecuring means for this purpose. Asshown
in the drawings, the flanges 9 extend from
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about the free edge of the scraper to the inner -

end thereof or to the point at which the adja-
cent jaw 7 begins to diverge from thé body.

Tn the embodiment of the invention illus-
trated in the drawings the strip 1 is substan-
tially square in cross-section. '

The scraper 5 is preferably made in the ta-
pered form shown—that is, increases in width
from the strip 1 to its outer edge.

The manner of using and the advantages in-
cident to a device constructed as hereinbefore
described, and illustrated in the drawings, will
be apparent.- | : _

By using the sharp-pointed corners of the
geraper or metal part of the device dirt is
quickly removed from between the sole and
upper of a shoe, and with the edge of the
relatively flat scraper any dirt adhering to the
side of the sole or to any other part of the
boot or shoe is easily detached. The black-
ing or polishing material is applied by the felt
strip 1, the narrow edge of which enables the
user to apply such material even in the crease
between the sole and upper.

"The device is very cheap to manufacture,

very durable, and occupies a minimum amount,

of space. .
The flat scraper portion forms a handle by

which the device can be securely held when
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being employed toapply the ‘blacking or pol-

ishing paste.
Having thus described the invention and
without Timiting it'to the exact details of the
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embodiment thereof illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, what is claimed is—

1. Asanarticle of manufactire a device for .

the purpose described consisting of a metal
body, forming a scraping-blade, and a fabric
strip securely fastened to said body and pro-
jecting therefrom, the projecting portion of
said strip having two converging sides, where-~
by a relatively narrow face is provided at the
free edge thereof. o

2. A device for the purpose described, con-
sisting of a metal body provided at one side
with a scraping-blade and at its opposite side
with two jaws, and a fabric strip secured be-
tween said jaws and projecting beyond the’
metal body, said strip being substantially rec-
tangular in cross-section and so arranged be-
tween the jaws that the projecting portion
thereof decreases in thickness from the jaws
to its free edge. ‘ ) '

3. A device for the purpose described, con-
sisting of* a body formed from a sheet-metal
blank bent upon itself to provide a scraper
and two integral flaring jaws each provided at
its free edge with a series of teeth or holding

-points, and a fabric strip arranged between
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said jaWs and engaged by the teeth or holding

projections of both jaws and projecting beyond

said body. , :
4. A device for the purpose described, con-
sisting of a fabric strip, and a metal holder

partly surrounding and securely engaging said

strip, said holder providing at one side of the
strip a scraper which increases in width from
said strip to its outer edge. .

5. The herein -described welt - cleaner and
blacking-spreader, ‘consisting of afabric strip
substantially rectangular in cross-section, and

a metal holder formed from a blank bent upon . -

itself to provide two laterally-flaring jaws,
which engage the strip at diagonally opposite
points, and an intermediate scraper that pro-
jects from the holder and serves as a handle
when the fabric strip is in use. o

In testimony whereof T have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. :

. CHARLES F. ZIEGLER.
Witnesses: '

Huxry Davry, -
A. BArgER.
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