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2 Claims.

This invention relates to an illuminated hand
bag or similar article. Its principal object is
to provide a new and improved hand bag hav-
ing illuminating means disposed within the latch
member of the clasp.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved hand bag or similar article
having simple illuminating means carried by the
latch member, the bag in no manner being en-

cumbered or rendered ungraceful by said illumi-

nating means.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a hand bag which may be used as an ordinary
flashlight.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide an illuminated hand bag in which the com-
plete illuminating means, including the dry cell
battery used as a source of current’supply, are
housed within the latch member of the closure
fastener device of the bag. .

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a hand bag or similar article with illumi-
nating means of simple construetion, easy to
operate, and which is especially suitable for an
envelope type of hand bag.

Other objects of the invention will be set forth
in the following description and drawing, which
illustrate preferred embodiments thereof, it be-
ing understood that the foregoing statements of
the objects of the invention are intended gen-
erally to explain the same without limiting it in
any manner.

Pig. 1 is a side view of a hand bag of the
envelope type having the invention embodied
therein, and illustrating the flap in closed latched
relatlon

Fig. 2 is a front view thereof

Fig, 3 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec-
tional view taken approximately on the line 3—3

-of Fig. 2, and illustrating the flap of the hand
bag in raised position and the illuminating means
in operative position.

Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-—4 of
Fig. 3, looking in the direction of the arrows.

Fig. 5 is an enlarged and partially sectional
view similar to Fig. 1.

Fig. 6 is a top plan view of Fig. 1.

Fig. 7 is a side view showing the band bag
used as an ordinary flashlight.

Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing the in-
vention applied to a different type of hand bag
than the envelope type illustrated in Figs. 1 to 7.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 7 of the drawing, H
designates the body of an envelope-type hand
bag and F the flap thereof. Flap F is provided
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with an opening O adapted to cooperate with the
latch or clasp means which is designated gen-
erally by the reference letter L.

The latch means L include the base or an-
choring plate {8 which is secured to body H of
the hand bag in any suitable manner; and the
latch plate 1 which is spaced from and is piv-
otally connected to said base plate {0 by means
of any suifable hinge construction. Secured to
latch plate {1 is the latch member 12. The in-
vention herein centers about the construction of
said latch member 12 and the illuminating means
associated therewith.

Latch member {2 is formed as an integral unit
by molding the same from any suitable plastic,
resin or thermoplastic material. It has a rear

'wall 13, a front wall 14, a top wall 15, side walls

‘20

25

30

35

40

45

50

65

16 and {7, and a bottom wall I8. Latch mem-
ber 12 is formed with the cylindrical, vertical
battery recess 19 which extends through top wall
15 and bottom wall (8. Removably located with-
in said recess {9 and held therein by frictional
fit is the electric dry-cell battery 20, Said bat-
tery 20 may be removed from recess 19 through
the upper or lower ends thereof.

As shown in Figs. 3 and 5, rear wall {3 is formed
with a small opening 2# adjacent its upper end,
said opening 2{ communicating with battery
recess {9. Opening 21| is adapted %o receive the
removable small incandescent lamp 22, such as
is commonly used in the smaller sizes of flash-
lights. The socket of lamp 22 with its center
contact 23 is located within battery recess 18,
and the bulb of said lamp is located externally to
said recess. Lamp opening 2{f is perpendicular
to battery recess 19. Said lamp 22 can be held
within opening 21 by frictional fit or by thread-
ing the circumferential wall surrounding open-
ing 21 to receive the threaded portion of the
socket of lamp 22, It will be noted from Figs.
3 and 5 that the socket of lamp 22 is always in
contact with the center contact 24 of battery 2.

As clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 5, the upper end
of battery recess 19 is closed by the removable
turnable switch member 25. The circumferential
wall 26 of saild switch member 25 is externally
threaded to cooperate with the upper threaded
portion of the circumferential wall surrounding
battery recess 19. Switch member 25 is pro-
vided with the integral finger-hold element 27
which projects from the top wall thereof. By
grasping the said finger-hold element 21, switch
member 25 may be turned in a clockwise or coun-
ter-clockwise direction.

Depending from the bottom of switch member
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25 is the spring arm 28. When said switch mem-

ber 25 is turned in a clockwise direction, said .

spring arm- 28 engages battery side contact 29
urging the same into engagement with center
contact 23 of the socket of lamp 22, thereby
closing the circuit. Such engagement and con-
tact is shown in Fig. 3. By turning switch mem-
ber 25 in a counter-clockwise direction, spring
arm 28 is disengaged from battery contact 28,
thus releasing said contact 29 from engagement
with center contact 23 of the socket of lamp 22,
thereby opening the circuit. This situation is
clearly illustrated in Fig. 5..
) Fig. 3 shows (in full lines) the illuminating
device being used to illuminate the interior of the
hand bag. In this position, the light emanating
from the bulb of lamp 22 is directed upon mirror
M, thus illuminating the same. If it is desired
to use the illuminating device as an ordinary
flashlight, the flap F of the hand bag is left in
closed latched relation, latch member 12 is swung
outwardly, and the hand bag held in the position
illustrated in Fig. 7. In this manner and position,
the light from lamp 22 can be directed away from
the hand bag. .

Referring to Fig. 8, this shows essentially the
same illuminating device illustrated in Figs. 1 to
7, but associated with a different type of hand
bag than the envelope type heretofore described.
The construction and operation of the illuminat-
ing device disposed within latch member 30 of
Fig. 8 are identical with the illuminated latch
member 12 of Figs. 1 to 7.

It is obvious that the invention may be applied
to and embodied in other forms of hand bags
than the two types heretofore described and illus-
trated in the drawing. The invention herein re-
sides essentially in the illuminated latch member,
which can be incorporated in various types and
styles of hand bags,

What is claimed is:
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1. An {lluminated latch member for a hand bag
or like receptacles, said latch member having a
cylindrical battery recess formed therein, an elec-
tric dry-cell battery element having a center con-
tact and a side contact held in position within
said recess, said latch member also having a lamp
opening formed therein, said lamp opening com-
municating with the battery recess, a lamp re-
movably mounted in sald lamp opening, the
socket of said lamp being always in contact with
the center contact of the dry-cell battery element,
a turnable switch' member closing the upper end
of the battery recess, said switch member having
a spring arm depending ‘therefrom, said spring
arm being adapted to urge the side contact of the
dry-cell battery element into and out of contact
with the center contact of the lamp when said
switch member is turned respectively in a clock-
wise and counterclockwise direction.

2. An illuminated hand bag latch member hav-
ing an inner wall facing the interior of the hand
bag, a lamp opening formed in said wall, a lamp
removably mounted in said lamp opening, said
latch member having a vertical battery recess
formed therein, said recess communicating with
saild lamp opening and being perpendicular
thereto, an electric dry-cell battery element hav-
ing a center contact and a lateral contact held
in position within said recess, the center contact
of said dry-cell battery element being always in
contact with the lamp socket, a removable turn-
able switch member closing the upper end of the
battery recess, said switch member having a
spring arm depending therefrom, said spring arm
being adapted to urge the lateral contact of the
dry-cell battery element into and out of engage-
ment with the center contact of the lamp when
sald switch member is turned respectively in a
clockwise and counterclockwise direction,
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