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Original application filed November 4, 1899, Serial No, 735,801, Divided and this application filed June 26, 1900, Serial

No. 21,613,

To all whom it may concerv: .

Beit known that I, WILHELM JULIUS TEU-
FEL, a citizen of the Empire of Germany, re-
sidingat Stuttgart,in the Empire of Germany,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Abdominal Supporters; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to abdominal saup-
porters, and has for its object to provide such
devices with means whereby they will be
caused to fit the body accurately and retain
their position with certainty and at the same
time afford a strong and effective support for
the abdomen at all times and in all positions
of adjustment. :

With this purpose in view my invention
consists, essentially, of an abdominal sup-
porting-band having at the lower part of the
abdominal supporting portion a welf, or lon-
gitudinal enlargement, which is pressed into
the abdomen, however, without causing any
inconvenience to the wearer and which there-
by alfords a strong and effective support for
the abdomen and takes a firm hold at the
lower part of the same; and my invention con-
sists, further, in such other details of con-
struction and arrangement, either separately
orin combination, as will be hereinafter fully
deseribed, and pointed out in the claims.

This applieation is a division of an appli-
cation filed by me on the 4th day of Novem-
ber, 1899, bearing Serial No. 735,501.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a supporter
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 shows the
welt portion detached. Fig. 31is a section on
the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a section
on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

In the several views, C represents a band,
which maybe made of anysuitable flexible ma-
terial, preferably of elastic fabrie. This band
is provided at its rear portion with a suitable
fastening device, such as straps and buckles,
or it may be made integral at this part and
be made separable at the front. At the lower
front edge and extending the entire width of
the abdomen is a supporting-band A, which

(No model.)

is preferably also made of elastic material.
This band may be permanently secured to
the band C or may be removably attached
thereto by suitable means, such as straps a,
having eyelets that engage hooks or pins on
the band C. The lower part of the band A,
whether in one or two parts, is provided with
a welt or enlargement o’. This welt may be
made of any suitable fabrie, but is preferably
formed of elastic material and of less elastic-
ity than the bands A or C. This welt is made
of considerable thickness and curved in cross-
section, preferably cireular at its middle part,
as shown in Fig. 3, and elliptical at the end
portions, as shown in Fig. 4, with the minor
axis of the ellipse transverse to the band.
This form of the welt is a great improvement
upon the flat narrow bands heretofore used
for similar purposes, as the curved portion
depresses the inner band into the abdomen
somewhat and causes it to take a firm and
steady hold on the same, and thus prevents
displacement of the band, a result not ac-
complished by the flat bands without a far
greater amount of pressure, either positive
or yielding, that would cause great incon-
venience and probable injury to the wearer.
If desired, either or both of the bands C and
A may be made separable at the front mid-
dle portion and be detachably connecled by
hooks and eyes or the like. This arrange-
ment of a wide band inclosing the abdomen
and having a welt portion or enlargement
extending along the lower part thereof for
the entire width of the abdomen provides for
the abdomen a firm and steady support at all
times and in all positions and readily and
quickly adapts itself to the various move-
ments and postures of the wearer.

The construction of the band of elastic ma-
terial and of the detached welt portion of
material of less elasticity than that of the
band serves to permit the band to expand for
abdominal breathing and other causes, while
the less elasticity of the welt portion causes
it to be securely retained in place without
exerting any undue pressure upon delicate
organs that might be injured were the band
made out of non-elastic material. This re-

sult is particalarly beneficial in eases of preg-
naney.
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Instead of the abdominal band shown my
welt portion may be used with a corset of
any desired construction, the term ‘‘abdomi-
nal band” being used herein to.embrace all
such devices that support the abdominal por-
tion of the body.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. An abdominal supporter comprising a
flexible band adapted toencircle the body and
ineclose the abdomen, and having a welt por-
tion of curved or bulged cross-section extend-
ingalong the lower part of the band for the en-
tire width of the abdomen. :

2. An abdominal supporter comprising a
flexible band adapted to encirele the body and
inclose theabdomen, and having a detachable
welt portion of curved or bulged cross-section
extending along the lower partof the band for
the entire width of the abdomen, and remov-
ably secured to the band by its extremities.

3. An abdominal supporter comprising a
flexible band adapted to encircle the body and
inelose the abdomen,and having a detachable
welt portion extending along the lower part of
the band for the entire width of the abdomen,
and removably secured to the band by its ex-
tremities, said welt portion being also detach-
ably connected at its mmiddle portien.

4. An abdominal supporter comprising a
flexible band adapted to encircle the bodyand
inclose the abdomen, and being detachably
connected atits front middle portion,the band
having a detachable welt portion extending
along the lower part of the band for the entire
width:of the abdomen and being removably
attached to the band by its extremities, said
welt portion being also detachably connected
at its middle portion.

5. An abdominal supporter comprising an
elastic band adapted to encircle the body and
inclose the abdomen, and having a welt por-
tion of curved or bulged cross-section ex-
tending along the lower part of the band for
the entire width of the abdomen.

6. An abdominal supporter comprising an
elastic band adapted to encircle the body and
inclose the abdomen, and having an elastic
welt portion of curved or bulged cross-section
extending along the lower part of the band
for the entire width of the abdomen.

7. An abdominal supporter comprising an
elastic band adapted to encircle the body and
inclose the abdomen, and having a detachable
elastic welt portion of curved or bulged cross-
‘section extending along the lower part of the
band for the entire width of the abdomen and
secured to the band by its extremities.

8. An abdominal supporter comprising an
elastic band adapted to encirele the body and
inclose the abdomen, and having a detachable
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elastic-welt portion of ecurved or bulged cross-
section extending along the lower part.of the
band for the entire width of the abdomen and
secured to the. band by its extremities, said
welt portion being of less elasticity than the
said band.

9.: An abdominal supporter comprising a
flexible band adapted to encirele thebody and
inclose the abdomen, and having a welt por-
tion of eurved or bulged cross-section extend-
ing along the lower part of the band for the
entire width of the abdomen, the welt portion
being made tapering from its middle part to-
ward each exfremity.

10.- An abdominal supporter comprising a
flexible band adapted to encirele the body and
inclose the abdomen, and having a welt por-
tion extending along the lower part of the
band for the entire width of the abdomen,
the welt portion being of substantially cireu-
lar eross-section at its middle part aud taper-
ing toward the extremities.

11. Aband tobe adapted toabdominal sup-
porters, corsets and bandages for the purpose
of improving the fit and increasing the sup-
port of same having a welt portion of curved
or bulged cross-section extending along the
lower part of the band for the width of the
abdomen and removably secured to the sup-
porter corset or bandage by its extremities.

12. An elastic band to be adapted to ab-
dominal supporters, corsets and bandages for
the purpose of improving the fit and increas-
ing the support of same having a welt portion
of curved or bulged cross-section extending
along the lower part of the band for the width
of the abdomen and removablysecured to the
supportercorset orbandage by its extremities,
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and also being detachably connected at its -

middle portion.

13 An abdominal supporter comprising a
band adapted to encirele the body and inclose
the abdomen and having a welt portion of
curved or bulged cross-section extending
along the lower part of the band for the width
of the abdomen and removably secured to the
band C by its extremities. ,

14. An abdominal supporter comprising a
band adapted to encirele the body and inclose
the abdomen and having a welt portion of
curved or bulged ecross-section extending
along the lower part of the band for the width
of the abdomen and removablysecured to the
band C by its extremities, band A with said

welt portion being also detachably connected

at its middle portion.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
WILHELM JULIUS TEUFEL.
Witnesses:
KARL H. GENTH,
HERMANN W AGNER.
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