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1 Claim. (Cl. 45-68) 

My invention relates to protective hoods, and more par 
ticularly to those for use out of doors to shield or protect 
installations such as meters and gas tanks that are mounted 
outside of buildings, although it is capable of use also 
in other locations and for other purposes. 
Hoods or boxes of this type usually are made of sev 

eral pieces connected together by hinges, various of the 
pieces being joined in unitary relation by welding or riv 
eting. 
My invention has for one of its objects the provision 

of a hood that can conveniently be made of two sheets 
of sheet metal for assembly in unitary relation, against 
accidental opening or relative displacement, without the 
necessity of welding, riveting or the use of separately 
formed connecting parts. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a pro 

tective hood of the type referred to, wherein the two 
parts forming the hood can readily be disassembled and 
nested for storage or shipment. 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is an end ele 
vational view of the hood; 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevational view of the hood; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the forward portion of 

the hood of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view at one of the rear corners 

of the hood. 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view showing the manner 

in which one of the metal plates is bent to form the back 
and end walls of the hood, and 

Fig. 6 is an end view, on a reduced scale, of a modi 
fied form of the structures of Figs. 1 to 4. 
The box or hood is shown as made of two pieces of 

material such as sheet metal. One of these pieces is bent 
on vertical lines at the rear corner of the structure, to form 
a rear wall 5 and end walls 6, the end walls sloping for 
wardly at their upper edges. The back wall is provided 
with a suitable number of openings to receive pipe fittings 
or the like for connection to tanks or meters within the 
hood. Also, the rear wall is stamped or pressed to form 
perforated bosses 8 for the reception of screws or bolts 
by which the hood can be connected to a wall or other 
support. 
The other metal plate is bent on a horizontal line to 

form a top wall 9 and a front wall 10. These two walls 
are of somewhat greater length than the back wall 5, so 
that they will overlie the upper and front edges of the 
end walls 6. - 

The rear edge of the top wall 9 is bent downwardly to 
form a flange 11 that serves to provide hooked engage 
ment with the upper edge of the back wall. The sheet, 
at the extremities of the flange 11, is slit and curved 
backwardly to form stop shoulders 12 that serve as cen 
tering and aligning devices, since they abut against the 
endmost surfaces of the end walls 6. 

0 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
The front wall 10 at its lower edge has a lip-like portion 

13 and smaller lips 14, the lips 14 extending beneath 
the lower edges of the end walls 6, and have snap-like 
engagement with the end walls because of the flexibility 
of the sheet 9-10. 
To either side of each lip 14, the metal of the front 

wall 10 is slit and curled backwardly to form ears 15 
and 16. These ears serve as stop members to prevent 
endwise displacement of the end walls 6, the foremost 
edges of these end walls extending into the space between 
the ears 15-16 for resting upon the lips 14. Since a 
close fit is not required, the ears 15 and 16 are spaced 
apart distances considerably greater than the thickness of 
the end wall 6, to facilitate assembly of the parts. 

It will be seen that access can be had to the box simply 
by grasping the back-turned edge 13 of the front wall 10 
and pulling it outwardly and upwardly, the lid 9 being 
lifted from the back wall 5 at the same time, if complete 
removal of the cover is required. 
In case it is desired to lock the hood against opening 

by unauthorized persons, holes 17 and 18 will be pro 
vided in the end walls 6 and the front wall 10 adjacent 
to the corners of the hoods, to receive a padlock or a 
padlock chain. - 
When the two parts of the structure are disassembled, 

the covers with their front walls, can readily be nested 
into one another and likewise with respect to the back 
wall and the end walls 6, particularly since the end walls 
are flexible to thus permit of some telescopic interfitting 
of these members. 

In Figs. 6, I have shown a structure wherein a metal 
sheet is bent to form a back wall 20 and end walls 21 
that correspond to the elements 5 and 6 of Figs. 1 and 5, 
except that the upper edges of the end walls 21 are curved 
and the cover 22 is correspondingly curved. The cover 
22 can simply be flanged at 23 and 24 for hooked engage 
ment with the back wall and end walls, or it can have 
tongues bent therefrom as at 12 and 15 in Figs. 1 and 3. 

I claim as my invention: 
A two-piece hood of sheet metal, comprising a sheet 

bent on vertical lines to form a back wall and end walls, 
a second sheet bent on a horizontal line at the forward 
edges of the end walls, to form front and top walls, the 
top wall of the second sheet overlying the upper edges 
of the end walls and having its rear edge portion bent in a 
downwardly and forwardly sloping direction, in hooked 
engagement with the rearmost surface of the back wall, the 
front wall portion normally closing the space between 
the foremost edges of the end walls, and having a pair 
of lips extending backwardly beneath the lower edges of 
the end walls and also having ears at the ends of each 
lip, in position to engage the inner and outer vertical 
faces of the end walls and hold them against displacement 
in either direction, perpendicular to their planes, there 
being stop shoulders bent downwardly and forwardly at 
the ends of said rear edge portion, in abutting engagement 
with the outer vertical faces of the end walls. 
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