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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. '

Group 1, claims 1-5, 7-13, drawn to an absorbent hygienic article comprising an absorbent member and nanosilver particles encased in
granules of water soluble carrier.

Group 11, claims 1-3, 6-13, drawn to an absorbent hygienic article comprising an absorbent member and .nanosilver particles encased in ’
granules of water-insoluble, but water-swellable superabsorbent polymer.

Group 111, claims 1-3, 7-13, drawn to an absorbent hygienic article comprising an absorbent member and nanosilver particles with no
claim-recited granular encasement feature.

The inventions listed as Groups I, 11, 1{I do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons.

N Kl
Under lack of unity rules, unity of invention exists only when there is a technical relationship among the claimed inventions involving one
or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. The expression “special technical features” is defined as meaning those
technical features that define a contribution which each of the inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art. The
“contribution over the prior art” is considered with respect to novelty and inventive step. ’

Here, the only potential same or corresponding special technical feature is nanosilver particles or silver ions. However, such particles or
ions are well known for their antimicrobial use in hygienic articles. See Derwent abstracts 2002-039883 and 2002-039881. Therefore, the
only potential same or corresponding special technical feature does not define a contribution which each of the imventions makes over the
prior art. Additionally, it is noted that absorbent members with nanosilver is quite well known, as established by the aforementioned .
Derwent abstracts, so the only way of making a contribution over the prior art is to provide special technical features that define distinct

| combinations of silver and absorbent features. Present claims are clearly drawn to three such separate, non-corresponding technologies,
and for these reasons, the claims are found to lack unity of invention.
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