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This invention relates to improvements in 
candles and refers more particularly to the so 
called hand-dipped candles which are used for 
decorative purposes on the dining room table or 
mantle. The invention is disclosed in the pend 
ing application, Serial No. 170,289 filed June 26, 
1950, now abandoned, of which this application 
is a continuation. 
Though candle manufacturers intend that the 

bases of the candles they produce be of uniform 
diameter, an aggravating lack of unifornity in 
this respect is inevitable. Additionally, the bores 
or sockets of candelabras or candle holders lack 
uniformity. As a result it is often difficult to get 
a candle to stand erect and firm in the Socket of 
its holder. 
This difficulty no doubt has been experienced 

by practically everyone who has ever had occa 
sion to light a candle. This means that the 
problem has perplexed the candle maker since the 
very inception of this very old art; but the best 
anyone, including those skilled in the art, has 
been able to offer as a solution to the problem is 
hardly anything better than the obvious expe 
dient of wrapping some sheet material around the 
lower end, of the candle and then wedging the 
thus ensheathed candle base down into the socket 
of the holder. The patent to A. F. Baumer, No. 
407,051 issued in 1889, is an example of such past 
expedients. Needless to say, all such prior im 
provisations leave much to be desired and, of 
course, cannot solve the problem of getting a 
candle to stand erect, in a holder which has a 
Socket larger than the sheath applied to the base 
of the candle, to say nothing of getting the candle 
to stand erect on a flat surface as for instance, 
the middle of a coaster or Saucer. 
In recognition of the situation above outlined, 

the present invention has as its primary object 
and purpose to provide a candle and more spe 
cifically a candle of the hand-dipped variety with 
a novel base construction which enables it to be 
stood erect and firm in any candle holder and 
even on any flat supporting surface. 
More specifically it is the purpose of this inven 

tion to provide the lower end of a candle with a 
coating or jacket of pliable plastic mastic mate. 
rial which is sufficiently tacky and adhesive at 
normal room temperatures as to adhere to a sup 
porting Surface against which the candle bottom 
is pressed and by Such adhesion alone hold the 
candle erect, and which coating furthermore 
readily deforms or shapes itself to the space in a 
candle holder socket between the candle body and 
the Walls of the Socket. 
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Still another object of this invention is to pro 

Wide a coating or jacket for the lower end of a 
candle which not only solves the problem of get 
ting the candle to stand erect under any circum 
stance but also protects the base end of the candle 
against chipping or breakage. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

which will appear as the description proceeds, 
this invention resides in the novel construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts substan 
tially as hereinafter described and more particu 
larly defined by the appended claim, it being un 
derstood that such changes in the precise em 
bodiment of the herein-disclosed invention may 
be made as come within the scope of the claim. 
The accompanying drawing illustrates one com 

plete example of the physical embodiment of the 
invention constructed according to the best mode 
So far devised for the practical application of the 
principles thereof, and in Which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a candle 
embodying this invention, with a portion of the 
base jacket broken away; 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional view through Fig 
lure 1 on the plane of line 2-2; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary Sectional view of the 
lower portion of the candle showing the same 
mounted in a candle holder; and 

Figure 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary sectional 
view of the jacketed base portion of the candle. 
The Candle of Figure 1 incorporates the present 

improvement, and merely by way of illustration 
is of the so-called hand-dipped or tapered type 
customarily used in the home for decorative pur 
poses. The invention however, may be applied to 
any type of candle. 

In commercial production candles of certain 
size specifications are all intended to have the 
same diameter base portions, but variations are 
inevitable, especially in the so-called hand 
dipped candles. This fact, together with the 
variations and eccentricities found in the socket 
diameters of candle holders creates the problem 
hereinbefore described; and which this invention 
eliminates. 
The candle body 5, save for the present im 

provement, is generally of conventional forma 
tion and may be shaped as ShoWn, or otherwise. 
The paraffin or wax forming the body 5 and 
enclosing the axially positioned wick 6, sets with 
hard, needle-like particles which, under the 
microscope, might appear as indicated in Fig. 4. 
The nature of the wax of the candle body is Such 
that it is hard and brittle and hence devoid of 
toughness and pliability. It cannot, therefore, 
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deform or adapt itself to varying sizes of Candle 
holder sockets, assuming that its base Was made 
purposely larger than the socket. 

In accordance With this invention the base 
end portion of the candle body, and especially 
the very bottom thereof, is provided with a coat 
ing or jacket indicated by the numeral 7 formed 
of a wax, paraffin or other material different in 
characteristics from that of the candle body but 
nevertheless self-adherent to the candle body. 
As shown, the coating across the bottom of the 
candle is quite thick and as will appear herein 
after it is this portion of the jacket which is the 
most important. 
The wax or paraffin of the coating or jacket 

may be characterized as amorphous or tacky mi 
cro-crystalline and sets with flatplate-like crystal 
particles, which gives it a desired plasticity Ol' 
pliability. More important however, is the fact 
that the wax of the jacket T has a mild “tacki 
ness' or adhesiveness at normal room tempera 
tures which serves as an adhesive between the 
candle base and the candle holder and which may 
be relied upon to hold the candle erect in the 
Socket of a Candle holder despite the fact that 
the Socket may be oversize, or for that matter 
upon any Support against which the botton of 
the candle is pressed. 
While the material of the candle jacket 7 is 

preferably a wax or paraffin of the type de 
scribed, it may be formed of any desired type of 
synthetic base wax having similar physical prop 
erties or of any suitable pliable plastic mastic 
material. If desired, the candle base jacket or 
coating may have any desired or suitable color, 
preferably different from that of the wax of the 
candle body 5, imparting to the complete in 
proved candle a unique and distinctive appear 
ace. - 

Fig. 3 illustrates the manner in which the 
plastic mastic base jacket 7 of the candle will 
function within the Socket of a candle holder 8. 
The candle is of course adapted to have its base 
end inserted into a standard candle holder of the 
proper size for the particular candle, but the 
Sockets of candle holders are often too large for 
the candle and may also have some irregularities 
or eccentricities which might prevent the candle 
from being properly fitted into and Supported 
by the holder. ASSuming that the Socket of the 
candle holder 8 has a diameter sufficiently large 
for the base end of Candle 5, the base end of the 
candle is inserted into the Socket of the candle 
holder and pressed firmly against the bottom 
thereof. The pliable plastic mastic material of 
the candle base jacket 7 will deform to fill up 
the space between the bottom of the socket and 
the base of the candle, and the "tackiness' or 
adhesiveness of the jacket material Will cause 
the candle to be "stuck' or adhered to the bottom 
of the Socket. This adhesion Will be especially 
secure if the candle is given a slight twist as it 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

60 

4. 
is pressed down. Such placement of the candle 
Will also cause the material forming the sides 
of the jacket 7 to be deformed and tightly lodged 
between the sides of the base end of the candle 
and the inner side wall portions of the socket 
of the Candle holder 8. 

If the jacketed base end of the candle is a 
trifle too large for the socket of the candie 
holder 8, then the plastic material of the jacket 
can readily Spread or thin out to permit the 

insertion of the slightly oversized base end of the 
candle into the holder Socket. 
The base jacket 7 with which the candle is 

provided also protects the end of the candle 
against undesired chipping or fracturing during 
handling and shipping; and if the jacket is of a 
color different from that of the candle body a 
desirably distinctive or characteristic appearance 
results which enables the candles to be easily 
identified in a shop or store. - 
From the foregoing description taken with the 

accompanying drawing it will be readily ap 
parent that this invention for the first time 
actually Solves the problem of getting a candle 
to Stand erect and firm upon any surface and in 
any candle holder, and that the means by which 
it achieves this objective is extremely simple and 
unquestionably commercially practicable. 
What is claimed as my invention is: 
A candle having an elongated body of Wax 

which is hard and brittle at normal room tem 
peratures, characterized by the provision of 
means on the bottom portion of the candle body 
for Securing the candle in an erect upright posi 
tion on a flat supporting surface as for instance 
the middle of a dish or the bottom of an over 
Sized candle holder Socket, said means compris 
ing a cup-shaped jacket covering the entire bot 
tom end Surface of the candle body and extending 
around the bottom edge thereof and over the 
adjacent portion of the side Wall of the body, 
Said jacket being formed of a pliable plastic 
mastic material Which is compatible With and 
bonds readily to the wax body of the candle and 
which is tacky and adhesive at normal room 
temperatures so as to adhere to a Surface against 
which it is pressed. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
407,051 Baumer ------------ July 16, 1889 

1609,130 Schact ------------ Nov. 30, 1926 
FOREIGN PATENTS 

Nunnber Country Date 
26,176 Great Britain ------------ of 1902 

OTHER REFERENCES 
“Commercial Waxes' by H. Bennet, published 

by Chemical Publishing Company, Incorporated, 
Brooklyn, New York, p. 62. 


