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This invention relates to a platform, or 

portable skid, of the kind designed for use 

S 

with a lift truck. Such platforms or skids are also utilized for storage purposes. 
These platforms as known in the art com 

prise a wooden load carrying platform sup 

5 

ported at each corner by a steel leg, where 
by the platform is elevated to permit a lift. 
truck to enter therebeneath. In present day 
platforms relatively long legs are used to give 
the necessary platform clearance above a 
floor. Should these platforms be subjected 
to a heavy load, or sudden shock, it frequent 
ly happens that these steel legs bend and be 
come distorted. Also the wood platform is 
usually directly carried on these legs and as 
a result load shocks are directly transmitted 
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to the legs, also frequently causing, the ob 
jectionable bending mentioned. It is desir 
able, therefore, that means be provided to 
overcome these deficiencies in present day 
platforms. : . . . 

Accordingly, it is an object of this inven 
tion to provide an improved platform of the 

5 kind stated in which shorter, and therefore 
stronger, supporting legs may be utilized 
without sacrificing floor clearance or prevent 
ing use of standard lift trucks therewith. 
Another object is to provide a shock ab 

sorbing member for the platform whereby 
load shocks cannot be directly transmitted. 
to the legs, due to the insulating function of 
said shock absorbing member. - 

Still another object of the invention is 
generally to improve platforms of this kind, 
by providing structure which can readily be 
manufactured and one in which the replace 
ment of broken platform boards will be 
facilitated and made easy. 
A final object is to produce lightness in 

these platforms without sacrificing necessary 
strength. w O 

Briefly, these desirable objects are achieved 
in a platform comprising a floor formed of 
transverse platform boards bound together 
at their edges by a longitudinal angle bar 
along each side of the platform. Underneath 
the boards, at their ends, a wooden insulator 
bar and shock absorbing member of sub 
stantial thickness is placed, and to these bars, 

the improved platform; . 

at each end, are connected the short support 
ing steel legs, there being one leg at each . 
corner of the platform. Thus, a load on the 
platform has its weight absorbed by these 

J). wooden bars thereby protecting the support- 55. 
mit use of shorter legs, which consequently 
will be stronger, without sacrificing the neces 
ing legs. These insulating wooden bars per 

Sary floor clearance. Further these insulator 
bars may or may not be reinforced by an 
under angle bar as will later appear. 

(it); 

An embodiment and modification of the in 
vention are set forth in the accompanying 
sheet of drawings, but it is to be understood 
that the construction therein disclosed is for 
the purpose of illustration only and not as 
defining the limits of this invention. 

Referring to the drawings: : ". 
Figure 1 is a general perspective view of 
Figure 2 is an end view; 
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Figure 3 is a detail, vertical sectional view 
through one side of the platform as Seen at 
one of the legs; and . . . . . . . . . . 

Figure 4, is a view similar to the showing 
cation where greater lightness is desired. 
of Figure 3, but showing a slight modific 
The improved platform is adapted for use 

with either a lift truck or for storage pur 
poses and comprises a rigid floor or platform st) 
5 embodying a side by side arrangement of 
transverse wooden platform boards 5. At 

tect the board ends against splintering. Un 
derneath the board ends, at each side of the 
platform is a longitudinally arranged wood 
en bar 7 which bars are bound and strength 
ened by longitudinally disposed under and 
innerly disposed angle bars 8. At each cor 
ner of the platform is arranged a steel sup 

their ends these boards are bound, as shown 
by an outer iron angle bar 6, there being one 
at each side, said angle bars serving to pro- 9 

{}{} 

porting leg 9 secured by bolts 10 in any 
approved manner to the angle bars 8, said 
bolts also being passed through the wooden : 
insulator bars and upper angle bars 6, as 
shown. An additional bolt 11 may be used 
to secure the center board 5 as indicated. . 
An obvious advantage resides in the pro vision of separate upper and lower angle 



edgings 6 and 8, together with a single 
Wooden shock strip 7, as such construction 
permits of the use of various thicknesses of 

5 
boards. In other words, adjustments in 
height can easily be accomplished. 

In Figure 4 a modification is illustrated in 
which the inner under angle bars 8 are elim 
inated. This structure will suffice where : . . . . 
lighter loads are handled. It makes a less 

- . () - ' ' - ', " . " heavy platform. 
From this detailed description it can now 

be appreciated that this platform employs 
relatively short supporting legs 9 which re 
sult in greater leg strength, thereby mate- . . . . rially minimizing leg bulging and bending. 
Further the wooden bars act as shock ab 
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sorbers in insulating the platform from the 
legs, thus further protecting the legs. In 
addition; if a floor board 5 should become 
broken, it is an easy matter to replace it as 
will be obvious. The built up, laminated, 
structure described makes for a very strong, 
rigid platform having the necessary light 
ness without in any way sacrificing strength. 
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What is claimed as new is: 
In a platform, a floor comprising trans 

verse boards, an angle iron edging for the 
board ends having a horizontal flange on 
the tops of the boards and a vertical depend 
ing flange at the ends of the boards, a shock 
absorbing bar underneath the edge of the 
floor, another and separate angle iron upon 
which the bar rests, said angle iron having 
an upright flange abutting the inner side of 
the bar, relatively short legs having horizon 
tal flanges carrying the last mentioned angle 
iron, and bolts passed through the leg flanges, 
angle irons, bar and boards to secure the 
parts together. - - - 
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