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To all whom it n (ty concern. 
Be it known that we, ('HARLEs F. PANET" 

and HARRY JORGENSON, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Laporte, in the 
county of Laporte and State of indiana, have 
invented certain new and useful improve 
ments in Cord-Holders, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. . 
Our invention relates io attachments for 

Varying the length of the cord used in sus 
pending electric lamps such variation being 
produced by taking up slack in the cord or 
letting it out, and securing the bight of the 
slack by a suitable holding or gripping de 
W10. 

In the holders in ordinary use for taking up 
the slack in such cords it is necessary to as 
semble the block or button employet by threading the cord through comparatively 
Small holes and this must be lone efore the 
lamp is attached so that the ent of the cord 
may be free. It will thus be seen that the 
ordinary device cannot be applied after a 
lamp has been connected without the incon 
venience of disconnecting the core entis. 
Another disadvantage in the use of the preva 
lent form of grip is that it can be inovel 
along the cord only by sliding it from point 
to point and as friction is depended upon to 
hold the grip in position this fact makes it 
troublesome to shift it for considerable dis 
tances on the cord, consuming time and caus 
ing more or less wear upon the insulating 
covering of the wires composing the cord. 
The chief advantages of the improved grip 

which is herein disclosed are that it may be 
instantly applied to any point, along the en 
tire length of the cord and as quickly re 
moved; that it is simple, efficient and cheap 
to manufacture, and can be applied at any 
time without reference to the connection of 
the lamp to the cord. 
We accomplish the objects sought by 

means of the device illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing, forming a part of this 
specification and in which:-- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 
application of the device to an electric light 
cord circuit, and Fig. 2 is a side elevation of 
the gripping blocks removed from the cord, 
and disengaged from each other. 
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Referring to the details of the drawing the 
numeral 3 indicates duplicate oblong blocks 
or holders preferably made of wood, and rec 
tangular in cross section. These blocks how 
ever, may be made cylindrical in form, or of 
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any other shape found desirable, and the ma 
terial may be fiber, rubber or any suitable 
substance. Near one end each block is pro 
villed with a round hole or perforation 4 
which passes entirely through the block, and 
is colinected with one of the side faces by an 
oblique slot 5. This slot is narrower than 
the diameter of the hole 4, and forms a con 
tracted entrance thereto so that when the 
cord, indicated by the numeral 6, is engaged 
by the slot a moderate force will be required 
to carry the cort to the bottom of the slot 
until it is lodged in the perforation 4 where it 
has freer play, and will be held therein, 
against any ordinary tendency to displace 
in)(i)t. 
The ends of the blocks opposite to the per 

foration are provided with engaging members, 
consisting of a hook 7 and a staple S, by 
means of which the said blocks may be read 
ily linked together as, shown in Fig. 1 or 
(quickly disengaged, the blocks being shown 
disconnected in Fig. 2. The staple 8 may be 
replaced by a hook if desired, but I prefer to 
use the form shown. These connecting ele 
ments may lie formed of suitable wire, and 
are secured in place by ceing driven into the 
}locks, or, if preferred, may be threaded to 
render greater security. 
The locks or grips when assembled as 

shown in Fig. 1, coact to form a link uniting 
the portions of cord upon opposite sides 
thereof, the bight 9 of the cord, or portion 
lying between them, falling slack. 
The locks, or component parts of the de 

vice, may be properly likened to hooks since 
the slotted ends may be caused to engage the 
cord in the same inlanner as a hook, the eye 
or perforation 4 also serving as a clamp when :) 
tension is made upon the portions of cordly 
ing upon opposite sides of the gripping mem 
bers. 
The method of application is plainly evi 

dent from inspection of the drawing, and it 
will be readily understood that the blocks 
may be slid above the cord, as in the case of 
the ordinary form of holder when they are 
to be shifted a slight distance or may be dis 
engaged by passing the cord laterally through 
the slot when they are to le applied to a dis 
tant portion of the cord or removed alto 
gether. 

Having thus described our invention what 
we claim as new is:- 

1. A cord-holder consisting of two blocks, 
each block having a slot therein, each slot ex 
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tending inwardly from one face of the block said blocks extending in opposite directions 
and terminating in an enlargement adapted when the blocks are joined. 
to refeive and frictionally engage tie cord, a In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
loop attached to one of said blocks and a tures in the presence of two witnesses. 5 hook upon the other block adapted to engage 
said loop. . . CHARLES F. PLANETT. 

2. A cord-holder consisting of two blocks HARRY JORGENSON. 
separably joined by a flexible connection, Witnesses: 
each block having an open oblique slot there- CHAs. H. TRUESIDELL, 

0 in adapted to receive the cord, the slots of M. K. TRUESDELL. 


