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T6 all whom it ey concern:
Be it known that we, Henry L. Bracm
and Freperic W. Bascocs, citizens of the

* United’ States, residing at Cleveland, in the

county of Cuyahoga and: State of Ohio, have

_invented: certain new and useful Improve-
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ments in Separable Fasteners; and we do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and: use the same.

This invention is a separable fastener,
adapted: more. particularly for use in con-
necting garments such as the parts of a pair
of corsets; and' the object- of the same is to
produce an. extremely flat and serviceable
fastener of this type whereof the members
will not readily become detached but may
be disconnected immediately when desired.

To this end the invention consists in the
specific details of construction hereinafter
more fully described and claimed, and as
shown in the drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a portion
of‘a pair of corsets whose members are con-
nected by this improved fastener, and Fig.
2 is a horizontal section on the line 2—2 of
Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective
detail of what might be called the socket
member of this improved fastener, the guard
being broken away, and Fig. 4 is an en-
larged perspective detail of what might be
called the hook member thereof, inverted
and reversed end for end the better to show
the construction of the hook.

The base or body portion of both members
of this improved fastener is by preference
composed of thin flat metal, herein indicated

at 1, pierced with eyes or holes 2 for the:

attaching threads in a manner well under-
stood and needing no further description or
illustration. The metal may be any which
will serve the purpose but should by pref-
erence be such or so treated that it will not
rust when the garment is washed. Toward
the front end the base portion of either
member is‘reduced in width as at 3, leaving
the front end carrying the fastening devices
as rather narrow and the rear ends carry-

ing the attaching threads or other devicesas.

rather wide. The manner of making these
base members and fastening devices thereon
is not important to the present invention.

The hook member best seen in detail in
Fig. 4 consists of a bill stamped with or
secured upon the flat base 1 and of substan-

tially triangular cross section taken on a
line through the length of this member.
The thinnest portion is its outer end 4 which
is flush with the outer end of the base 1 and
forms a. sharp edge, the thickest portion is
its inner end 5 which stands at about right
angles to said: base, and:its face 6 is inclined
from the heel at its inner end to the edge
at its outer end as shown and is grooved
longitudinally as at 7, the groove being
transversely rounded and standing along the
transverse center of thismember. The other
or what might be called the socket member
with. which said hook member engages is
composed of two. parts, a hook and a guard,
which together compose the socket for re-
ceiving the hook already described: The
hook in this instance, best illustrated in Fig.
3, is-also substantially triangular in longi-
tudinal section, its outer end 14 being thin
and coincident with the outer end of the
base, its inner end 15 being flat and upright,
and its face 16 oblique and inclined ; but in-
stead: of forming a longitudinal groove
throughout the length of said face, we pro-
vide a V-gshaped fin 17 extending from the
inner end or heel 15 rearward over and se-
cured upon the base 1 as shown, the ridge or
apex of this fin rising to about the same
height as the heel 15 of the triangular bill
of this hook. The guard has a flat base 1’
secured over the base 1 of this member in
any suitable way, its side edges are cut away
as at 8’ like the edges of the base 1, and be-
tween these cut away edges the remaining
portion 20 forms a spring tongue which
overlies the hook just described and by its
resiliency is normally pressed into contact
with the thicker edge thereof, so that said
hook and spring tongue lying upon it con-
stitute a socket into which the hook shown
in Fig. 4 may be entered. :

In use the members of this fastener are at-
tached to the garment as by stitching through
the eyes or perforations 2, the hook members
for instance being stitched down one side of

a pair of corsets and the socket members
.down the other side as illustrated in Figs. 1

and 2. When now the corsets are put on and

the edges drawn together, the bills of the

hook members are passed under the guards
or tongues of the socket members and their
faces 6 are moved up the faces 16 of the
hooks within said socket members until the
inner ends 5 and 15 come into register when
the spring tongue 20 of the guard will cause
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the bills to interengage, and the groove 7 in
the hook member will pass over the fin 17
behind the heel of the bill in the other mem-
ber in a manner which will be clear. There-
after considerable strain may be applied to
the members of this separable fastener with-
out disconnecting them, because the heel
ends of the bills of the two hooks come
foreibly into contact with each other when
said strain is applied, and the pressure of
the spring tongue holds the heels engaged
during such pressure. The function of the
groove 7 and fin 17 is to prevent lateral dis-
engagement of these two hooks one from the
other, because it is obvious that when the
members of this fastener are moved rela-
tively and laterally, it will be necessary for
the rounded wall of the groove 7 to travel
over the sharp edge of the fin 17, which it
cannot do without springing the tongue of the
guard upward. It will be found that in use
this separable fastener permits considerable
flexibility in the relative position of the
parts connected thereby, and this is a de-
girable item where the fastener is applied to
articles of clothing and especially where
such articles partake of the continuous
movement of the wearer. When it is de-
sired to disconnect the parts of this fastener,
it is only necessary to insert the thumb nail
under the tip of the spring tongue and
raise it off of the hook, and then lift the
hook member so that its bill disengages the
bill of the other hook within the socket
member. In engaging the two members of
this fastener, the sharp outer end 4 of the
hook member may be passed into the space
between the beveled face 16 of the other
hook member and the adjacent flat face of
the gpring tongue, and pushed into the
socket until it automatically engages the
same. While we have shown the socket
member of this coupling with one face out-
ward, it is obvious that it could be inverted
and attached to the garment in opposite po-
sition if the hook member be similarly in-
verted, and therefore we do not wish to limit
ourselves to the exact position in which the
parts of this device shall be applied.

What is claimed as new is:—

1. In a separable fastener, the combina-
tion with a hook having a bill substantially
triangular in end elevation and provided
with a longitudinal groove throughout the
length of its face and extending through its
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heel; of a second hook shaped to engage the
first and having a fin extending to the rear
from its heel and adapted to stand in said
groove when the heels of the two hooks are
engaged.

2. In a separable fastener, the combina-
tion with a hook having a bill substantially
triangular in end elevation and provided
with a longitudinal groove throughout the
Iength of its face and extending through
its heel, said groove being curved trans-
versely; of a second hook shaped to engage
the first and having a fin extending to the
rear from its heel and adapted to stand in
said groove when the heels of the two hooks
are engaged, the fin having a sharp upper
edge adapted to rest in the bottom of said
curved groove when said heels are engaged.

3. In a separable fastener, the combina-
tion with a hook having a bill provided with
a longitudinal groove through its face and
heel; of a second hook shaped to engage the
first and having a fin extending to the rear
from its heel and provided with a sharp
edge adapted to rest in said groove when
sald heels are engaged, and a spring guard
secured to the base of the second hook and
having a tongue at its front end normally
contacting with the bill of this hook but
yielding to permit the entrance of the other
hook.

4. In a separable fastener, the combina-
tion with a hook having a bill provided with
a longitudinal groove throughout the length
of its face and extending through its heel,
said groove being curved transversely; of a
second hook shaped to engage the first and
having a fin extending to the rear from its
heel and adapted to stand in said groove
when the heels of the two hooks are engaged,
the fin having a sharp edge adapted to rest
in-said groove when said heels are engaged,
and a spring guard secured to the base of
the second hook and having a tongue at its
front end normally contacting with the bill
of this hook but yielding to permit the en-
trance of the other hook.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto
set our hands in presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

HENRY L. BEACH.
FREDERIC W. BABCOCK.
‘Witnesses:
Rrcuarp H. LEg,
G. M. GALLAGHER.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents.
Washington, D. C.”
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