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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
An elongated element of resiliently flexible material 

and a pair of hooks adapted for attachment at one of a 
plurality of locations spaced along said strap for secur 
ing a tarp on a truck. 

Background of the invention 
This invention relates to an adjustable hold-down de 

vice including an elongated and elastic element engaged 
by hooks for holding a tarp or other cover on a truck 
box. 

Portable, flexible covers such as tarpaulins and plastic 
sheets have been in common use for many years to pro 
tect goods stored in truck boxes, piles of construction 
materials and stacks of baled hay from adverse weather 
conditions. In the past, such coverings have been held 
in place by devices such as ropes, canvas straps with buck 
les or elastic bands of specific lengths. However, these 
devices have mot proven completely satisfactory. For ex 
ample, it is difficult as well as time consuming to attach 
and/or release ropes and straps, particularly if the rope 
or strap has become wet or stiff, as they easily can. 

Even though the cover is adequately held at first by 
ropes or straps, the force of the wind and the bouncing of 
the vehicle during use often loosen or stretch the ropes 
and straps to such an extent that the cover is no longer 
properly held tightly in place. Thus, the cover may be 
lost or damaged. Furthermore, the loose cover can no 
longer provide the desired protection during rainy weath 
er. For example, grain being hauled across country may 
be damaged or blown from the truck before the driver 
is aware that the cover is not in its proper position. 

Accordingly, an object of this invention is to provide 
a hold-down device that can be rapidly and simply se 
cured and yet will securely hold a cover in place partic 
ularly during adverse conditions of usage. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a hold 

down device, as aforesaid, that is adjustable in length 
and elastic so that it will not become loosened by wind 
or bouncing of the vehicle on which it is used. 

Other objects and purposes of this invention will be ap 
parent to persons familiar with equipment of this general 
type upon reading the following specification and inspect 
ing the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 shows several of the devices of the present 

invention holding a cover on a truck box. 
FIGURE 2 shows a broken side view of the device of 

the invention. 
FIGURE 3 shows a top view of the device as seen from 

the cutting line III-III in FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 4 shows a top view of the device as seen 

from the cutting line IV-IV in FIGURE 2. 
For convenience in description, the words “up” and 

“down” will have reference to directions in FIGURE 1. 
The words “in” and “out” will refere to directions toward 
and away from, respectively, the geometric center of the 
device and designated parts thereof. Such terminology 
will include the words above specifically mentioned, de 
rivatives thereof and words of similar import. 
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Summary of the invention 

The objects and purposes of the invention, including 
those set forth above, have been met by providing an elon 
gated, elastic element having a plurality of openings, pref 
erably near the opposite ends thereof, and a pair of hook 
means receivable through said openings and engageable 
between a cover or sheet means and a truck box or the 
like. 

Detailed description 
The hold-down device 10 of the present invention is 

illustrated in FIGURE 1 holding down a cover 11 over 
a box, such as the type found on a trailler or truck. The 
cover 11 may be of any conventional type such as canvas 
or plastic. 
While specific reference is made herein to a cover for 

a truck box, it will be recognized that the hold-down de 
vice of the invention can be adapted to many other re 
lated uses. For example, the device 10 can be used in 
combination with a canvas cover holding suitcases and 
other objects on car tops or luggage racks, or holding 
down automobile trunk lids when large items are being 
carried therein, or fastening covers, such as tarpaulin or 
plastic, over stationary objects such as stacks of baled 
hay and construction materials. 
The hold-down device 10 is comprised of an elongated, 

elastic member or strap 13 having a plurality of enlarged 
portions 16, 17, 18 and 19, which are preferably located 
in pairs near the opposite ends. The strap 13 may be 
made by molding any suitable resilient and flexible mate 
rial, such as synthetic rubber. The enlarged portions 
16-19 may be molded integrally with the remainder of 
the strap 13. Integral fanges 21 and 22 may be provided 
adjacent each of the portions 16-19 for the purpose of 
strengthening the connection thereof to the strap. The 
enlarged portions 16, 17, 18 and 19 have openings 23, 
24, 26 and 27, respectively, through which one of the 
S-shaped hooks 28 and 29 may be extended. Although 
the hold-down device 10 is shown as having four en 
larged portions, the strap 13 may be provided with dif 
ferent numbers of enlarged portions, as indicated by the 
hold-down device 31 (FIGURE 1) which has three en 
larged portions. 
The hooks 28 and 29, which may be constructed of 

metal rod, have inner hook portions 32 and 33 and outer 
hook portions 36 and 37, respectively. The hook portions 
32 and 33 may be inserted into the openings 23 and 27, 
respectively, in the outermost enlarged portions 16 and 
19 when the situation requires a long hold-down device 
10. On the other hand, if the situation requires a rela 
tively short hold-down device, such as shown at 38, the 
hook portions 32 and 33 may be inserted into the open 
ings 24 and 26, respectively, in the innermost enlarged 
portions 17 and 18. If a holddown device of intermediate 
size is desired, hook portion 32 may be inserted in the 
opening 24 of inner enlarged portion 17 and the hook 
portion 32 is engaged with the outer enlarged portion 19. 
The present invention thus provides a hold-down device 
that may be easily and quickly changed from one size to 
another. Furthermore, since the strap 13 is made of re 
silient material, the device can be stretched to fit various 
intermediate sizes. 

If during substantial use one enlarged portion becomes 
broken, the hooks 28 or 29 may still be secured to one 
of the remaining enlarged portions and thus provide a 
useable hold-down device. 
The hold-down device 10 is adapted for rapid attach 

ment to the cover 11 such as by inserting the outer hook 
portion 36 of hook 28 through a grommet 39 and attach 
ing the portion 37 of hook 29 to box 12 such as by en 
gagement with a side member 41 or insertion into an I 
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bolt (not shown). The hold-down device 10 can be sim 
ilarly attached in other circumstances of use. 
The truck boxes on some trucks are equipped with 

horizontal rails 45 (FIGURE 1) to which tie-down ropes 
can be connected. In such case, the hold-down device 10 
can be looped, one or more times, around the rail 45 to 
shorten its length and the lower hook 29 is insertedi 
through the opening in the enlarged portion 17 located 
near the upper hook 28. Then, if the upper hook 28 does 
become disengaged from the cover 11, the device 10 will 
remain on the raill 45, rather than dropping off. The de 
vice 10 can also be looped around other elements on a 
truck box for the same reasons. 

It follows from the foregoing that the device 10 can 
remain in its looped condition of attachment to the rail 
45 when the device is not in use. Thus, the device 10 is 
immediately available for use. 
The embodiments of the invention in which an ex 

clusive property or privilege is claimed are defined as 
follows: 

1. In combination, a device for resiliently and ad 
justably holding one object with respect to another ob 
ject, said one object comprising a box-like body and the 
other object comprising a sheet material having a plural 
ity of openings. therethrough, said device being intercon 
nected to said box-like body and said sheet material, and 
said device comprising: * 
an elongated, flat and resiliently flexible element hav 

ing a pair of flat surfaces and at least four enlarged 
portions, two thereof being located near each end of 
said element; Y 

means defining an opening through each of said en 
larged portions and extending transversely of said 
fiat surfaces; 

each of said enlarged portions projecting away from 
said flat surfaces of said element and having integral 
filange means converging from the projection to 
ward said flat surfaces; and 

a pair of S-shaped hook means having first hooks 
adapted for insertion through a pair of said open 
ings formed in said enlarged portions and second 
hooks adapted for engaging said objects, at least 
one of said second hooks being inserted through 
one of the openings formed in said sheet material. 

2. A hold-down device according to claim 1, wherein 
the first hook on each hook means is slightly smaller 
than the second hook and is adjustable with respect to 
the enlarged portion which it is adapted to engage; and 
wherein the hook located at one end of said element is 
adapted for insertion through the opening in the en 
larged portion near to and spaced from the hook at the 
other end of said element. 

3. A hold-down device, particularly adapted for resili 
ently and adjustably holding one object with respect - to 
another object, comprising: 
an elongated, flat and flexible element constructed of 

a resilient rubber-like material, said element in 
cluding a thin elongated portion having a pair of 
substantially flat surfaces and at least three inte 
grally formed enlarged portions disposed near the 
ends thereof, a first one of said enlarged portions 
being disposed adjacent one end of said elongated 
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portion, a second one of said enlarged portions being 

º disposed adjacent the other end of said i elongated 
portion, and a third one of said enlarged portions 
being spaced from and positioned between said first 
and second en larged portions, said third enlarged 
portion being positioned substantially closer to said 
first enlarged portion than to said second enlarged 
portion whereby the spacing between said first and 
third enlarged portions is substantially less than the 
spacing between said second and third enlarged por 
tions, and each of said enlarged portions having an 
opening extending therethrough, said elongated por 
tion including a first elongated part integrally inter 
connecting said first and third enlarged portions and 
a second uniform and continuous elongated part 
aligned with said first elongated part and integrally 
interconnecting said second and third enlarged por 
tions, said second elongated part having a length 
substantially greater than, the length of said first 
elongated part; and 

a pair of hook means each having a first hook portion 
inserted through one of said openings and each hook 
means having a second hook portion adapted to en 
gage said objects. 

4. A hold-down device according to claim 3, wherein 
said first and second elongated parts each comprising a 
thin fat member having a width substantially greater than 
its thickness; and each of said enlarged portions having a 
thickness substantially greater than the thickness of said 
first and second elongated parts. 

5. A hold-down device according to claim 3, wherein 
each of said enlarged portions is of a substantially cylin 
drical configuration and said openings extend centrally 
and axially therethrough; 

wherein each of said enlarged portions has a part 
which projects outwardly away from at least one 
of said flat surfaces and including integral flange 
means interconnecting the projecting part of said 
enlarged portions and said one flat surface; and 

wherein at least one of said hook means is of an S 
shaped configuration. 

6. A hold-down device according to claim 3, wherein 
said elongated element includes a fourth enlarged por 
tion integrally formed thereon, said fourth enlarged por 
tion being spaced from and disposed between said sec 
ond and third enlarged portions with the distance between 
said second and fourth enlarged portions being substan 
tially less than the distance between said third and fourth 
enlarged portions. 
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