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This invention relates to fish stringers.

Tt is an object of my invention to provide a
fish stringer including means for readily secur-
ing and releasing the end of the stringer so that
said stringer does not have to be tied to a sup-
port such as part of a boat and then untied
and retied each time fish are added to the stringer.

More specifically it is an object of the invention
to provide a socketed member which is adapted
to removably receive a portion of the length of
a flexible fish stringer wherein the socketed mem-
ber is provided with a catch device which is read-
ily releasable and which will safely retain the
fish stringer against accidental displacement and
loss.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a device of the type described which is simple
and cheap in construction and which includes re-
leasable locking means which can be readily dis-
engaged with one hand.

Still arother object of the inventicn is to pro-
vide a releasable retainer for a fish stringer which
can be sold with a stringer as a complete set or
can be sold separately for use with conventional
types of stringers now being manufactured and
sold.

These and other objects and advantages of the
invention will more fully appear from the fol-
lowing description made in connection with the
accompanying drawing, wherein like reference
characters refer to the same parts throughout
the views, and, in which:

Pigure 1 is a plan view with parts broken away
and in section of a fish stringer and a releasable
retainer therefor;

Figure 2 is an elevational view of the retainer
unit; .

Figure 3 is an enlarged section taken approxi-
mately on the line 3—2 of Figure 1; and

Figure 4 is an end view of the releasable catch
member for the retainer.

In Figure 1 there is shown a fish stringer 5
which may conveniently be made of a piece of
light strong rope or sash cord. On one end of
the stringer 5 is a metal loop 6 and on the other
end is an elongated pointed metal tip 1.

In Figures 1 and 2 there is shown an elon-
gated tubular member 8 which is, as shown, open
at both ends so that the stringer 5 can be passed
therethrough, at least throughout a portion of
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the length of the stringer. The upper end of
the tubular member § is provided with an offset
9 to which is attached a chain {8 which provides
means for securing the tubular member 8 to a
suitable support such as part of a shipping boat
or the like.

The side wall of the tubular member 8 is pro-
vided with a pair of spaced outwardly extend-
ing lugs i! between which is positicned a cam
shaped catch 12 supported on a rivet 13 for piv-
otal movement relative to the lugs ii and the
tubular member 8. The lugs i define the sides
of an opening 14 in the side wall of the tubular
member 8 and the cam shaped catch {2 is adapt-
ed to swing through the opening 14 and into and
out of the interior of the tubular member 8. As
shown in Figures 1, 2 and 4 the cam shaped catch
12 is provided with a corrugated edge i3.

The lower portions of the lugs {i are bent to-
ward each other to provide an enclosure {8 which
houses a tension spring 7. The spring has one
end secured within the housing 16 as shown at 8
and the other end of the spring 17 is connected
to the cam-shaped caich 2 as indicated at 19,
said catch being provided with a cut-away portion
or recess 29 into which the end of the spring ex-
tends. The spring connection is so related to
the pivot I3 of the catch {2 that it yieldably
urges said catch into the interior of the tubular
member 8 to releasably engage the stringer 5.

Tt is clear from the drawing and above descrip-
tion that when the pointed end 7 of the stringer
5 is passed through the tubular member 8 the
spring actuated catch {2 will releasably grip the
stringer 5 and prevent it from being drawn down-
wardly through the tubular member 8 until the
catech 12 is swung outwardly under pressure by
the thumb or finger of the user. When the
stringer is released it can be readily slipped from
the tubular retainer 8 and when a fish is placed
on the stringer the latter can be quickly and
easily locked in position as shown in Figure 1.
The retainer is simple in construction and it
eliminates the necessity for tying and untying
the stringer each time a fish is placed thereon.
Tt is of compact structure and as stated previously
can be manufactured and sold with a stringer
or it can be sold separately for use with stringers
such as are now in wide use.

It will, of course, be understood that various
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changes may be made in the form, details, ar-
rangement and proportions of the various parts
without departing from the scope of my inven-
tion.

What I claim is:

1, In a fish stringer, an elongated flexible ele-
ment upon which fish are to be strung, a socketed
member for removably receiving said flexible ele-
ment and having means thereon for attachment
to a support, and a cam-like catch pivotally
mounted on said socketed member and swingable
into and out of said member to releasably secure
said flexible element in said socketed member.

2. The structure in claim 1 and a device in
engagement with said cam-like catch and yield-
ably urging said catch into said socketed mem-
ber.

3. In a fish stringer, an elongated flexible ele-
ment having a securing device on one end and
a threading tip on the other end, an open ended
tubular member having a side wall aperture there-
in, said member being adapted to removably re-
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ceive said flexible element, a pivoted catch sup-

. borted by said tubular member and swingable into

and out of said member through said aperture to
releasably secure said flexible element in said
tubular member.

4. The structure in claim 3, and spring means
engaging said pivoted catch and yieldably urg-
ing said catch into said tubular member into said
aperture.

KENNETH I. ORTON.
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