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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
MICHAEL J. HERWICK, OF WOODLAWN, ALABAMA. 

SCAFEOD. 

1,365,996. . specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 18, 1921. 
Application filed February 19, 1920. Serial No. 359,805. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MICHAEL J. HERWICK, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Woodlawn, in the county of Jefferson and 
State of Alabama, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Scaffolds, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

scaffolds of the collapsible type. 
An important object of this invention is 

to provide a scaffold having a longitudinally 
split platform and legs so arranged that the 
scaffold may be folded very compactly when 
not in use. - 
A further object of this invention is to 

provide a collapsible scaffold capable of a 
variety of adjustments so that the same may 
be employed for supporting chimney build 
ers and other mechanics on the top or the 
side of a gable roof without the possibility 
of the scaffold collapsing or becoming acci 
dentally dislocated. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a collapsible scaffold having a sub 
stantially U-shaped platform so that the 
platform may be readily arranged about the 
sides of a chimney whereby the workman 
may construct the chimney without the pos 
sibility of falling from the scaffold as the 
result of efforts to reach the sides of the 
chimney. - .. 

A further object of the invention is to 
provide a scaffold of the class described 
which is simple to set up, durable in use and 
cheap to manufacture. - 
Other objects and advantages of the in 

vention will be apparent during the course 
of the following description. 
In the accompanying di awings forming - 

a part of this application and in which like 
numerals are employed to designate like 
parts throughout the same, 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the im 
trally upon a gable roof, 

50 
collapsed, 

SS 

Fig. 2 is a perspective of the scaffold, 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the scaffold 

applied to one side of the roof, 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the scaffold 
Fig. 5 is a plan view of the scaffold col 

lapsed, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 6 is a vertical transverse section taken 
on line 6-6 of Fig. 5, 

royed collapsible scaffold mounted cen 

Fig. 7 is a detail section taken on line 
7-7 of Fig. 2, . 

Fig. 8 is a perspective of a hook embodied 
in the invention. 
In the drawings wherein for the purpose 

of illustration is shown a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, the numeral 10 desig 
nates the platform of the scaffold which, 
as illustrated in Fig. 2, is substantially U 
shaped so that the sides 11 and 12 of the 
same Inay be arranged on opposite sides of 
a chimney. As illustrated in Fig. 2, pairs 
of braces or legs 13 and 14 are horizontally 
hinged at their upper ends to the interme 
diate portions of the sides 11 and 12 through 
the medium of strap hinges 15. The strap 
hinges are secured to the under side of the 
sides 11 and 12 to permit the legs 13 to be 
positioned in parallel relation to the sides 
of the platform when the scaffold is folded. 
The pairs of braces 18 and 14 are adapted 
ridge of a gable roof when it is desired to 
position the platform immediately aboye the 
ridge of the gable roof. When applied to 
a gable roof, as illustrated in Fig. 1, the 
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to be arranged on opposite sides of the 

80 

pairs of legs 13 and 14 lie flatly in contact 
with the sides of the roof and the sides 11 
and 12 of the platform are positioned on op 

85 posite sides of the chimney under construc 
tion. The sides 11 and 12 of the platform 
are joined by a connecting portion 16 which 
is also arranged at one side of the chimney 
being built so that the workman may stand 
directly in front of three sides of the chim 
ney and may without inconvenience reach 
the fourth side of the chimney. A standard 
L7 is secured to each of the legs 13 and 14 
at a point spaced from their lower ends by 
straphinges 18 which permit the stand 
ards to partake of Swinging movements 
with relation to said legs. hen it is de 
sired to fold the scaffold the legs 13 and 14 
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are of course positioned in parallel rela 
tion to the platform and the standards 17 
are then folded over upon the upper side of 
the platform so that the standards occupy a 
minimum amount of space. The standards 
17 are each provided with a plurality of 
spaced openings 20 adapted to receive studs 

00 

05 
21 carried by the ends of the platform, said 
studs being adapted to receive such fasten 
ing devices as cotter pins 22 when it is de 
sired to lock the standards to the ends of the 
platform. By this construction the legs may 11.0 



2 

be positioned at the proper angle to con 
form to the inclination of the gables of the 
roof and therefore the strain is equally dis 

10 

tributed to all parts of the legs. When the 
scaffold is mounted upon a flat base, such as 
the ground, the height of the platform muay 
be readily varied by varying the inclination 
of the legs 13 and 14 and Securing the studs 
21 to the proper portions of the standards. 
The lower portions of the legs 14 are joined 
by a transverse connecting strip 23 which 
serves to strengthen the connection betweell 
the legs and also prevents them from be 
coming loosened from the hinges 15. The 
legs 13, of course, are not connected at their 
lower portions as it is necessary for these 
legs to pass beyond the sides of the chim ney in positioning the scaffold. 
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With reference to Fig. 3, it will be ob 
served that a scaffold constructed in accord 
ance with this invention may also be em 
ployed in connection with chimneys extend 
ing through the side of a gable roof at a 
point spaced from the ridge of the same. In 
this case the legs 13 are folded directly be 
neath the platform and the extended end 
portions of the same are arranged upon the 
ridge of the gable roof. The legs 14 are ar 
ranged at the proper angle to position the 
platform horizontally so that the Working 
material upon the platform will not fall. 
The scaffold may be secured in this position 
by cables 25 anchored at their upper ends 
to loops 26 carried by the free ends of the 
legs 13, and at their lower ends to any con 
venient stationary object. When the scaf 
fold is positioned as illustrated in Fig. 3, 
the standards 17 carried by the legs 14 are 
arranged vertically and out of the way of 

40 the workman. 
When it is desired to use the scaffold in 

connection with a chimney which is located 
a considerable distance from the ridge or comb of the roof, the scaffold may bean 
chored in position by engaging the hook 60, 
clearly shown in Fig. 8, with the ridge of 
the roof. The hook 60 is provided with a 
pair of outwardly diverging bills 61 which 

50 
are adapted to be extended over, the ridge 
of the roof for Securely engaging the same. 
The hook 60 is also provided with a single 
rearwardly extending bill 62 which is adapt 
ed to be engaged with one of the links of a 

5 5 
chain having connection at one end with the 

5 loops. 26 of the scaffold. By this construc 
tion the Scaffold may be securely retained in 
position without the possibility of slipping 

60 

- and knocking over the chimney in case the 
same is new and not set. In repairing old 
but set chimneys, the closed end of the scaf 
fold may be engaged with one side of the chimney. . . . . . . - 
When it is desired to fold the scaffold the 

legs 13 and 14 are swung into contact with 
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the under side of the platform and the 
standards subsequently are folded over upon 
the platform with their adjacent portions 
Overlapped. As illustrated in Fig. 5, the 
standards 1 have their opposed longitudi 
inal edges extending diagonaliy with respect 
to the longitudinal center of the standards 
so that the standards may be folded with 
out conflict. 
When the iegs and the standards are ad 

justed, the platform may be folded upon the 
E. 28. As illustrated in Fig. 2, the plat 
form is split longitudinally so as to form in 
effect a pair of L-shaped sections. The L 
shaped sections thus formed are connected 
by a strap hinge 29 which allows the ill 
shaped sections to be positioned as illus 
trated in Fig. 4. The connecting strip 23 is 
formed of a pair of sections collected by a 
strap hinge 31. A sliding bolt. 33 is car 
lied by the under side of one of the i-slapet 
sections of the platform and is extendet 
through a keeper 35 carried by the othe: 
i-shaped section for preventing the acci 
dental collapse of the platform. However, 
it will be noted that the hinges 23 and 31 
must be longitudiinally alined to permit 
either the connecting strap 23 or the coln 
necting member 16 to collapse. In the op 
citative position, the hinge pin of the hinge 
29 is arranged horizontally and the hinge 
pin. of the hinge 31 is arranged in an in 
clined position and out of allinement with 
the hinge 29 so that accidental collapse of 
the parts is impossible. 
With reference to the foregoing descrip 

tion, taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings, it will be observed that 
a scaffold constructed in accordance with 
this invention is capable of a variety of ad 
justments to meet different conditions of use 
and that the scaffold may be readily folded 
when desired so as to occupy a minimum 
amount of space. 
When the scaffold is used for ground 

work, such as Supporting boards along the 
side of a building, the upwardly extending 
portions of the standards serve as an efficient 
means for preventing the boards from slid 
ing off of the platform. The scaffold may, 
however, be employed without the use of 
planks and in this case the workman will 
stand directly upon the platform. 

it is to be understood that the form of the 
invention here with shown and described is 
to be taken as a preferred embodiment of 
the same and that such minor changes in 
construction and arrangement of parts may 
be made as will remain within the spirit of 
the invention and the scope of what is 
claimed. 
iaving thus described the invention, 

what is claimed as new is: 
1. A scaffold including a platform hav 
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ing a pair of L-shaped sections, pairs of 
legs hinged to said platform, standards con 
nected to said pairs of legs, and a locking 
device extending over the adjacent portions 
of said L-shaped sections. 

2. A scaffold including a collapsible plat 
form having an opening extending out 
through one end, pairs of legs hinged to said 
platform, a collapsible strip connecting one 
pair of said legs, and standards secured to 
said legs and said platform. 

3. A collapsible scaffold comprising a 
pair of L-shaped hingedly connected sec 
tions, a locking device extending over the 
adjacent portions of said L-shaped sections 
and adapted for detachably securing the 
same in an open position, and supporting 
devices connected to said L-shaped sections. 

4. A scaffold comprising a platform in 
clusive of a pair of L-shaped hingedly con 
nected sections, means for locking said sec 
tions in an open position, legs arranged in 
pairs and connected to said sections, and a 
strip connecting one pair of said legs and 
inclusive of a pair of hingedly connected 
sections. 

5. A scaffold including a U-shaped plat 
form, pairs of legs hinged to said platform, 
said platform being split longitudinally 
thereby forming a pair of L-shaped sec 
tions, a bolt carried by one of said L-shaped 
sections, a keeper carried by the other L 
shaped section and adapted to receive said 

bolt, and a connecting strip joining one pair 
of said legs. 35 

6. A scaffold including a longitudinally 
split platform provided with a pair of sec 
tions, pairs of legs hinged to said platform, 
standards hinged to said legs, means to con 
nect said standards to said platform, a strip 40 
connecting one pair of said legs and com 
prising a pair of hingedly connected sec 
tions, and means whereby the sections of 
said platform may be locked together. 

7. A scaffold including a U-shaped plat- 45 
form having spaced parallel sides and a 
transverse connecting portion comprising a 
pair of hingedly connected sections and 
means to lock the sections in an open posi 
tion whereby the sides of the platform are 50 
disposed in the same plane, and legs Sup 
porting the platform. 

8. A collapsible scaffold including a U 
shaped collapsible platform having a pair 
of sectionshingedly connected on a line lon- 55 
gitudinal of said platform and an opening 
extending out through one end of said plat 
form for receiving a chimney, means where 
by the sections of the platform may be 
locked in an open position, and legs secured 10 
to said platform. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
MICHAEL J. HERWICK. T. s. 

Witnesses: 
RoEF. PowPLL, 
J. E. RHODEs. 


