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1

My invention relates to tape dispensers, and
particularly to a dispenser adapted to receive
a plurality of rolls of fape of the pressure sensi-
tive type..

It is an.object of my invention to provide a
dispenser in the form of a kit for receiving plural
rows of rolls of tape, the rolls of each row being
in axial ‘alignment. An important purpose of

such a kit is to facilitate the marking of shelves’

of articles in grocery stores, paltlculally those of
the “self-serve” type.

One row may he composed of a group of rolls,
each roll being composed of tape imprinted ‘with
a8 continuous series of names or trade-matrks of
one particular product. Thus the salesmen of a
company-supplying a number of items to grocsry
stores, ‘by ‘the use of such a ki, may assist in
the marking of the names of each product on the
particular shelf or shelves to which it is assigned.
The other row of a two roll kit is.provided with
a group of rolls, each composed of tape imprinted
with a continuous series of price indicia so that
the salesman, having marked the shelf with the
name of the product, may quickly add the cur-
rent price for that particular item.

While the use of the kit is of great assistance
in the merehandising of various articles, and as
a method no doubt has elements of novelty, it is
particularly my object in this application to dis-
close and claim the mechamcal structure of the
unit.

In such a tape dispenser kit 1t is my object
to provide a frame member having a divider bar
extending between two parallel chambers length-
wise of the frame, each chamber being subdivided
into a series of spaces for receiving rolls of tape
retained between metal plates, .one on each side
of the roll, the rolls being held in position by
separator plates and the plates heing received-in
slotted portions of the divider bar.  Thus it is
my object to provide a dispenser in which each
roll is received and functions independently of
each other roll.

It is my object to provide stamped separator
plates of uniform construction whereby any plate
will function irrespective of its position. A fur-
ther object is to provide a pair of cut-off knives
which preferably are formed as a unitary struc-
ture and which will function one on .either side
of the kit, there being one cutting edge for each
sroup of rolls, and one readily removable holding
bar for the whole assembly which functions prop-
erly, irrespective of the number oi rolls of tape
which are retained within the dispenser:

The foregoing objects and other objects in
structural improvement and the simplification of
working and replacement parts, I accomplish by
that certain combination of elements of which I
have illustrated a preferred embodiment.

In the drawings:

(CL

ot

10

30

40

45

50

56

60

. upwardly as indicated at &

242—55.4)
2

. Figure 1'is a top plan view of the dispenser kit
showing a cover member in.closed position.
Figure 2 is an end. view of the kit.
Figure 3-is a bottom plan view of the kit show-

ing how the cover-snaps together in closed posi-

tion.

Figure 4 is a top plan view of the kit with the
cover removed and showing 51x rolls of tape in
each row.

Figure 5 is-a sectlonal view along the hnes
55 in Figure 4.

Figure 6 is a perspective view of one end of
the kit showmg the frame- structure -and divider
bar:

Figure 7.is a plan view of one pair of rolls of
tape with a separator plate on each side of the
rolls,* this combination comprising a set for
mounting: in - the dispenser.

Figure 8 is a sectional view along . the lines
8—8 in Figure 7.

Tigure 9 is a perspective view of one of the
separator plates.

The frame is composed of a bottom plate |,
secured to the divider bar with screws 2. The
bottom plate which though integrally formed is
a. cut-off knife assembly, after extending. flat-
wise out from the divider is inclined upwardly on
each side. as indicated at 3, and then bent down-
wardly as indicated at &, and then cutwardly and
5, cutting teeth:6 being
provided -along:' the outer edge on each side to
provide a “ftear-off” knife for strips of tape which
are unwound and severed by drawing the tape
laterally across the “tear-off” knife.: The hottom:
plate ‘or tear-off knife assembly may, it will-be
cbserved, be- easily replaced by.a new .one when
the teeth become dulled, broken off or bent. .

At each end, secured to the divider plate with
screws -1, there is an end plate 8. These plates
have finger holes 8a which facilitate the removal
and manipulation of the tape units.

The. divider plate has:a series of notches 8,
each of a width to receive edgewise two separa-
tor plates. A perspective view-of -a separator
plate is indicated at 18 in Figure 9. The separa-
tor plates are preferably stampings having hub-
like'annular flanged portions 11 which fit within
the annular space at the axis of each roll of tape
‘whereby the hub. members-act as trunnions for
the rolls of tape.

The separator plates have notched.portions 12
which fit snugly on -the divider plate: 3. below
the notches 9 in this divider plate, the portions
i4 of the separator plates being received within
the notches. - The lower corners of the notched
portion are rounded -off as indicated at lZa to

facilitate manipulation.

‘The. separator plates have two semi-circular
end walls with short extensions: (5 whlch fit down
agamst the bottom plate.:
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Referring now to Figures 7 and 8, a set is com-
posed of a roll of tape with a separator plate
on each side of the roll, one as a right and the
other as a left. Each noteh 8 in the divider plate
13 is wide enough to receive two separator plates,
back to back, as will be obvious, one plate being
a left for a roll on the right, and the other being
a right for a roll on the left. At the ends a thin
slot Sa receives only a single separator plate.

After the desired number of sets of individual
rolls of tape, as indicated at A, are mounted in
the dispenser, a hold-down bar 16, which is
slightly bowed, is moved into position and secured
with a thumb screw 7. It is a feature of my
invention that this unitary member holds in po-
sition’ whatever number of rolls of tape are in
the dispenser. The fact that the bar is bowed
lengthwise provides a sort of resilient clamping
action throughout its entire length, thereby pre-
venting any looseness or rattling. Also it should
be observed that the thumb screw 17 has a re-
cessed neck portion {7a which prevents displace-
ment and loss of the thumb screw. The bar (8§
may be released from position on the divider
plate {38 without becoming disassociated with the
hold down bar.

The thumb screw {7 and hold-down bar {8
may quite conveniently be used to hold a flexible
cover 18, the lower ends of which may be drawn
around the kit and snapped together with snap
fasteners or eyelets, as indicated at {9. This is
accomplished by providing the cover with a hole
through which the thumb screw i7 may be ex-
tended.

The use of the kit, by which I mean the com-
plete assembly, will be apparent. A salesman
removing the kit from his pocket or sales kit,
opens the flexible cover and pulls out and tears
off from the individual rolls on one side of the
kit, the appropriate names for the products on
the shelves. Then from the other row he tears
off the necessary price indicia piece. Where he
needs a price of two numerals, for example 18¢,
he tears off a piece from the roll composed of a
continuous series of 1¢ imprints, and follows it
by tearing off a piece from the roll composed of
a continuous series of 8¢ imprints, and partially
overlaps the second on the first to make 18¢.

While I have described the utility of the dis-
pensing kit for marking shelves with product
names and prices, the same system may be used
for many other purposes.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A tape dispensing kit provided with means
for mounting two parallel rows of axially spaced
and aligned rolls of tape therein, and a tear-off
knife assembly formed as an integral. bottom
plate having a pair of tear-off knives extending
substantially the length of the kit, one-on one
side and one on the other, one tear-off knife for
the rolls on one side, and the other tear-off knife
for the rolls on the other, and means for detach-
ably securing said tear-off knife assembly in
position on the kit, and a series of separator
plates of uniform configuration arranged in sets
of pairs with the inner or front surfaces, which
engage the sides of the rolls being adapted o
support one roll in each of the two parallel Tows
of rolls, said sets being aligned with the separa-
tor plates back fo back.

2. A tape dispensing kit for a plurality of Tows

prising end plates; a divider bar having spaced
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slots connectiing the end plates: 4 $eries of pairs
of removable separator plates of uniform con-
figuration, the inner sides-of each pair which
engage the sides of rolls, being adapted to engage
and support said rolls, the outer side of one plate
of each of said pairs contacting the outer side of

"a plate of the next pair, said contacting plates

being positioned in the spaced slots.in the di-
vider bar; and 4 ftear-off knife for each row of
rolls, said knives being positioned adjacent to
and substantially parallel with the axes of said
rolls.

3. The tape dispensing kit of claim 2 having a
hold-down bar provided with means for attach-
ment to the divider bar for retaining the separa-
tor plates in position in the above mentioned
slots, thereby supporting any number of rolls up
to the maximum capacity of the kit.

4. A tape dispensing kit for a plurality of rows
of .axially spaced and aligned rolls of tape, com-
prising end plates; a divider bar having spaced
slots connecting the end plates; a series of pairs
of removable separator plates of uniform configu-
ration, the inner sides of each pair being adapt-
ed to engage and support said rolls, the outer
side of one plate of each of said pairs contacting
the outer side of a plate of the next pair, said
contacting plates being positioned in the spaced
slots in the divider bar; a bottom plate extend-
ing out from the divider bar and having at its
lateral edges a tear-off knife for each row of
rolls, said knives being positioned adjacent tc
and substantially parallel with the axes of said
rolls; and means for detachably securing said
bottem plate to said divider plate.

5. A tape dispensing kit for a plurality of rows
of axially spaced and aligned rolls of tape, com-~
prising end plates; a divider bar having spaced
slots connecting the end plates; a series of pairs
of removable separator plates of uniform config-
uration, the inner sides of each pair being adapt-
ed to engage and support said rolls, the outer side
of one plate of each of said pairs contacting the
outer side of a plate of the next pair, said con~
tacting plates being positioned in -spaced slots
in the divider bar; o bottom plate extending out
from the divider bar and having at its lateral
edges a tear-off knife for each row of rolls, said
knives being positioned adjacent to and substan-
tially parallel with the axes of said rolls; o hold
down bar provided with attachment to the divider
bar for retaining the separator plates in posi-
tion in the above mentioned slots, said separator
plates supporting any number of rolls up to the
maximum capacity of the kit; a flexible cover
for the kit, said means for attachment of the
hold-down bar to the divider bar providing
means for securing the flexible cover on the kit.

FRED VIERSON.
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