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This invention relates to cases or shelves em-
bodying prefabricated sections of box-like for-
mation, having means whereby the various sec-
tions may be readily and accurately placed
sduarely one upon another, wholly or partly,
which enables them to expand and stack in a
variety of ways, thus approximately doubling
their apparent storage capacity.

Another object of the invention is to provide
sectional units that may be easily changed about
and used to fransport most of the contents of
the stacked arrangement and easily restacked to
fit a new space.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a sectional case assembly wherein means is
provided for holding the case sections in position
against movement with respect to each other,
eliminating the necessity of providing clamps or
similar securing means for securing the sections
together.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear as the description proceeds,
the invention consists of certain novel details of
construction and combinations of parts, herein-
after more fully described and pointed out in
the claim, it being understood that changes may
be made in the construction and arrangement
of parts without departing from the spirit of the
invention as claimed.

Referring to the drawing:

Figure 1 is an elevational view illustrating a
number of case sections assembled in the forma-
tion of a case assembly of a particular design
illustrating stacking possibilities.

Figure 2 is a perspective view illustrating the
pairs of spaced bars secured on the bottom ends
of a case and also bars at the front and rear
edges.

Figure 3 is a perspective view taken from the
top of a case section, illustrating the bars that
fit between the bars secured to the bottom of the
adjacent upper case section. The top set of
bars is shown open for best looks and most uses,
but may be closed with another bar when and if
desired.

Figure 4 is an elevational view of one arrange-
ment of the sections.

Referring to the drawing in detail, the case
assembly embodies a number of sections which,
in the present showing, are similar in construc-
tion, however, it is to be understood that the
size and shape of the case sections may be
varied to meet varicus requirements of use.

Each case section embodies a top 5, a bottom
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2
6, end walls 7, and a rear wall 8. The front of
the section may be open, as shown, or have doors,
drawers, or partitions.

Secured to the top 5 at points adjacent to the
end walls thereof, are bars 8 that extend trans-
versely of the case, the outer surfaces of the
bars being spaced from the ends of the case,
the distances equal to the width of a bar §. The
rear ends of the bars 9 connect with the rear
bar 18 which is spaced in from the rear edge by
one bar width. The front of the bars 9 are
one bar width from the front edge of the case.
This arrangement besides mating successfully
with. the bottom serves as a conventional top-
case retaining ledge and enables the case to look
well and be used alene if desired.

Secured to the lower surface of the bottom &
are pairs of bars {{ at each end, the bars of
each pair being spaced apart a distance equal
to the width of a bar 8, so that when a section
is placed upon ancther section in the formation
of a case, the bars 9 will fit hetween the bars
f{ of the adjacent upper section, securing the

- sections against movement longitudinally, with

respect to each other.

Bars {2 and {8 are arranged along the bot-
tom and are disposed along the front and rear
edges respectively, of the section. 'This base ar-
rangement, besides mating successfully with the
top, gives added thickness to the base, and en-
ables the case to look well and be used alone if
desired.

Both ends of the bars il are spaced from the
longitudinal bars 12 and {3 by one bar width,
thus reversibly providing a space so that when
two sections are placed together, one upon an-
other, the rear ends of the bars {I will engage
the bar 10 of the adjacent lower section and
restrict rearward movement of the upper section
with respect to the lower section, and the rear
har 13 of the bottom against bar {8 of the top
will prevent any forward movement, thereby se-
curing the adjacent sections together without the
necessity of providing clamps or other securing
means.

The spaces on the bottom ends between the
ends of bars {1, 12 and i3, provide for reversing
the faces of the cases. If no reversing was in-
tended, the front space could he closed unless
bar 19 was added to front of top. The Figure 1
shows these cases expanding longitudinally, They
can also be made to expand crossways and/or
stack on wider lower cases by adding open spaces
(bar width) in front and rear bars (2 as required.
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It is also quite possible to apply this guide
system to two or more surfaces (including open-
ing as a possible surface) of a case. Thus, if a
case had a basic square cross-section and the
length was multiples thereof, they would be uni-
versal, stacking and expanding squarely in prac-
tically any position, that is, on top, sides, hottom,
opening, ends, crossing, etc. For crossing, the
longitudinal base bars 12 would need spaced open-
ings like'those shown at ends of base and addi-
tional cross-bars {i at some points.

A base board indicated at 4 may be used.as
a base for the positioning of the various sections
of the case, as shown by Figures’l:and 4 of the
drawing, however, it is contemplated to also.use
the sections without the base board “should it bie
so desired, positioning the. lower cdase -sections
directly on the floor surface.

Due to this construction, it will be'seen that
the sections may be arranged in various ways to
Sform ’different -case designs, ‘and that by ‘using
~gections -of various  lengths, -desirable case -ar-
rangements may be formed.

“What :is:¢laimed is:

;A sectiondl (cdse -assembly comprising box-like 25

:sections, ‘a -Iongitudinal bar secured along each
“front'and rear'edge of the bottem of each’section
zand a‘bar.disposed longitudinally of the rear edge
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of the upper surface of each section, a pair of
spaced end bars secured to the bottom of each
section adjacent to each end of the section, the
pairs of bars extending at right angles with re-
spect to the longitudinally disposed bars, the
spaced end bars being also spaced from the edges
of the outer surfaces of the section, end bars
secured along the upper surface of each section,
the end bars of the upper surface of one section

‘adapted to fit between ‘the pairs of hars on the

lower surface of the adjacent upper section, and
the rear end of one bar of each pair of hars en-

‘gaging the longitudinally disposed bar of the

adjacent lower section, holding the sections
against horizontal movement with respect to each
other in any direction, when the sections are

:placedrtogether in the formation of a case.

FREDERICK DALE SMITH.
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