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This invention relates generally to mops and mophan 
dles, and more specifically to extensions for amopholder. 

. In the use of mops, floor mops for instance, it becomes 
necessary at certain times to wash the mop. This usually 
causes a shrinking of the mop thus creating a dificulty 
when trying to put the mop back on the mop holder. 
Therefore, the primary object of this invention is to 
provide a mop extension which is adjustable, so as to ac 
commodate various size mops. 

Another object of this invention is to provide com 
pensating braces which automatically adjust themselves 
to the proper position, when using the mop of the present 
invention. 

Other objects of this invention reside in its ease of 
operation, simplicity of use, and inexpensive manufactur 
ing cost. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the mop extension 
comprising the present invention, illustrating in phantom 
lines a mop connected to this mop extension; 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken through the 
mop and mop extension, showing details of construction 
thereof; and 

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially 
along the plane defined by reference line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
The numeral 10 generally designates the mop compris 

ing the present invention. This mop comprises a base 
plate 12, extensions 14, a brace 16, and a mop handle 18. 
Base 12 is constructed of a longitudinally extending 

channel member 20. Mounted on the upper medial 
portion of channel 20 are angle brackets 22 which are 
securely mounted to the channel member at a distance 
slightly spaced from each other. On both sides of angle 
brackets 22 are longitudinally centrally disposed slots 24 
extending through channel member 20 for a purpose 
which will be described below. Extensions 14 are slid 
able in channel 20, and are of a shape to be accom 
modated therein and have rounded end portions. Each 
extension 14 has an opening 26 formed therethrough, 
in alignment with slots 24. A bolt 28 passes through 
opening 26 and extends upwardly through slot 24. This 
bolt 28 has a friction washer 30 with a surface which is 
adapted to frictionally engage the upper surface of chan 
nel 20. A washer 32 is disposed on the bolt 28 in over 
lying relation to washer 30, and a wing nut 34 locks the 
washers in place, thus serving to lock extensions 14 in 
place. It will be noted that by loosening wing nuts 34 
the effective size of the mop holder may be varied by 
sliding extensions 14 toward or away from each other. 

Brackets 36 are of integral construction with and at 
right angles to washers 32, and act as extensions thereof. 
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Pivotally connected to extensions 36 are brace members 
38, which are pivoted to brackets 42 which, in turn, are 
pivoted to a slidable sleeve 40. This sleeve 40 is coaxial 
with the handle 18, which is threaded into a socket 44, 
which is pivotally connected by a pin 46 to angle brackets 
22. It may thus be seen that as the extensions 14 are 
moved outwardly away from each other, the braces 38 are 
forced further apart thus creating a larger angle between 
them, and acting to equalize the forces exerted on the 
mop, so that a good mopping action may be given. 
A mop head 48 is connected by means of a sleeve 50 

to the channel 20. This sleeve 50 is in the form of a 
pocket, which encircles extensions 14 and channel 20. 
Drawstrings 52 are used to tie the mop-head securely, in 
place to themopholder. |- 
When the mop is first attached on the mop holder, the 

wing nuts 34 are unthreaded, and the extensions 14 moved 
away from each other, so as to increase the effective width 
of the mop holder, and to have the mop head properly 
fit on the mop holder. After a mop is washed, it will 
shrink, and if an ordinary non-adjustable mop head 
holder is used, much difficulty will be encountered when 
trying to put the mop head back onto the mop holder. 
However, with this device, it is possible by adjusting the 
effective width of the extensions 14, to compensate for 
the shrinkage of the mop head. In this way, an im 
proved mop holder obviates the problem of the mop 
shrinking and not fitting onto the holder. Furthermore, 
as the width of the extensions 14 is changed, the braces 
38 also change their effective position, thus controlling 
the motion components, and equalizing the forces on the 
mop, whereby good, firm control may be had over the 
mop at all times. It is to be noted that mop heads are 
usually made a few inches longer than conventional 
frames, presumably to allow for shrinkage, but often the 
allowance is insufficient. In any event the mop head is 
either too long for the frame causing a loose fit and little 
support, or it shrinks to a point where the mop head 
is too Small for the conventional frame. 

It may thus be seen that I have invented an improved 
and novel type of mop which is extensible and contracti 
ble so as to accommodate various size mop heads, as 
well as being able to compensate motion components so 
as to allow the mop to be moved over the floor with 
great stability. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readilly occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
Scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the inventionas claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A laterally adjustable mop comprising in combina 

tion an elongated handle, a cross member having one 
end of said handle connected to its mid-portion, a pair 
of laterally projectable and retractable extensions dis 
posed at and slidable relative to the respective opposite 
end portions of said cross member and constituting lon 
gitudinal continuations thereof, a pair of screw-threaded 
fastening elements for locking said extensions against 
sliding relative to said cross member, said fastening ele 
ments upon unlocking being slidable with the respective 
extensions relative to the cross member, a tubular sleeve 
freely slidable on said handle, a pair of divergent braces 
coplanar with the handle and pivotally connected at their 
convergent ends to said sleeve for lateral swinging move 
ment, means pivotally connecting the divergent ends of 
said braces to the respective fastening elements whereby 
when said elements are tightened to lock said extensions 
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against sliding said braces and said sleeve are simultane 
ously locked in fixed relation to said handle, and a mop 
head removably mounted on said cross member and 
extensions. 

2. The device as defined in claim 1 wherein said mop 
head is elongated and provided at opposite ends thereof 
with pockets receiving said extensions therein. 

3. A laterally adjustable mop head holder comprising 
in combination an elongated handle, a cross member 
having one end of said handle connected to its mid 
portion, a pair of laterally projectable and retractable 
extensions disposed at and slidable relative to the respec 
tive opposite end portions of Said cross member and con 
stituting longitudinal continuations thereof, a pair of 
screw-threaded fastening elements for locking said ex 
tensions against sliding relative to said cross member, 
said fastening elements upon unlocking being slidable 
with the respective extensions relative to the cross mem 
ber, a tubular sleeve freely slidable on said handle, a 
pair of divergent braces coplanar with the handle and 
pivotally connected at their convergent ends to said 
sleeve for lateral Swinging movement, and means pivotal 
ly connecting the divergent ends of said braces to the 
respective fastening elements whereby when said elements 
are tightened to lock said extensions against sliding said 
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braces and said sleeve are simultaneously locked in fixed 
relation to said handle. 

4. The device as defined in claim 3 together with means 
pivotally connecting said handle to said cross member 
for Swinging in a plane perpendicular to the cross mem 
ber, Said means pivotally connecting said braces to said 
fastening elements including means for facilitating Swing 
ing of the braces with said handle in said perpendicular 
plane notwithstanding the locking action of said fastening 
elements. 

5. The device as defined in claim 3 wherein said fasten 
ing elements are carried by the respective extensions and 
are slidably adjustable in slots formed longitudinally in 
the end portions of said cross member. 
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