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To all whom it may concern: :
Be it known that I, GEORGE E. SIMON, a
citizen of the United-States of America, resid-
ing at Anderson, in the county of Madison,

5 in the State of Indiana, have invented a. gcer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Paper
Boxes, of which the following isa description,

- reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification;

io My invention relates to that class of paper’

boxes which are intended to be stored and
shipped in flat blank form and then folded
into and secured in box form when desired
for use; and it consists in the provision of
15 novel means for securing the folded blank in
box form, all as will be hereinafter set forth,
and particularly pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of a-shallow

20 box or box-lid embodying my invention; Fig.
2, a perspective view of the devices employed
at each of the four corners of the box for se-
curing the sides of the box together at such
corners; Fig. 3, a view of the flat box-blank

25 provided at its corners with the socket mem-
bers of the corner-fasteners; and Figs. 4, 5,
and 6, detail views in different forms of the
staple members of such corner-fasteners. -

" The same letters of reference are used to

30 indicate corresponding parts in the several
views.

My invention is more particularly designed
for and applicable to box-lids, since ina large
class of boxes the lids are relied upon to hold

35 the bodies of the boxes in box form, the pres-
ent practice being to store and ship the box-
bodies in flat blank form, but to make up the
lids complete at the factory. Under this prae-
tice the bodies of the boxes may be stored and

40 shipped in very compact form; but the lids,
being made up complete at the factory, can-

not be stored or shipped in flat form, and if it

be attempted to “‘nest” them in stovage and
shipment they become flared more or less, ac-

45 cording to the degree of nesting, and conse-
quently do not snugly fit the bodies of the
boxes when: put into use.

1t is the object of my mventioh to permit

the-lids, as well as the bodies of the boxes, to
be shipped from the factory and carried in 50
stock in flat form and be readily folded to
and seeured in lid form when desired for use.
Fig. 8 shows the flat blank for asquare box- .
1id composed of the top portion A and the
four sides a, which latter when bent upward 55
at right angles to the part A abut together at
the four corners of the latter, as in Fig. 1.
Secured to each of the four sides @ is what
may be termed the socket” member B of the
fastening devices for the four corners of the 6o
box or lid. In the present instance each of

‘these members B consists of a piece of tin or

other sheet metal bent upon itself to form two
leaves b b, adapted to fit over and embrace
the ends of the sides ¢ @ and provided with 65
prongs or teeth 1%, adapted . to pass into or
through® and be clenched upon the side a.
These members B are not fitted tightly against
the end edges of the sides &, but, on the con-
trary, a slight space is left between the end 7o
edge of the side-and the middle bend of the
member B, so that there is formed between

“the latter and the end edge of the side a a

socket adapted to receive one prong of a coup-
ling member or staple C. ‘When the sides a 75
of the box or lid are bent up to the position
shown in Fig. 1, these staples C are inserted
at the four corners of the box and pushed
downward into the sockets formed by the

‘members B and serve to couple the sides of 8o

the box together and secure it in box or lid
form, as in Fig. 1. In this manner and by
these means the box or lid blanks may be
stored and shipped in the flat form shown
in Fig. 3 and be readily converted into and 83
secured in box or lid form by the use of the
coupling members or staples C, as will be
readily understood. - The particular form of

‘the staples or coupling members is immate-
‘rial, providing they serve the purpose above 9o

described, and I have shown several slightly-
differing forms in Figs. 2, 4, 5, and 6. .

While I have described my invention as
applied to paper boxes or box-lids, and while -
it is broadly applicable to boxes and lidsmade 93
of paper,(especially corrugated paper,) it will
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be understood that the novelty of my inven-
tion does not relate to the material of which
the box or lid may be composed, and that con-

- sequently the scope of my invention is not

I0

15

limited thereto. . L
Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim—

1. The herein-described box comprising a
blank A having sides a, o, and corner-secur-
ing means for the sides Q, @, consisting of
metal plates B having seeuring - prongs 72,
said plates being bent over the ends of the
sides against the inner and outer faces there-
of and seciired by said prongs which pass
through the sides, said plates forming loops
at the ends of the sides, and substantially U-
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shaped coupling-pins each leg of which en-
ters one loop, substantially as described.
2. Theherein-described corner-fastener for

‘boxes and box - lids, consisting of two bent

plates B having securing-prongs b2and adapt-

ed to embrace the inner and outer faces of the
‘end of the box or box-1id side and form

loops
projecting beyond the ends of the sides, and a
U-shaped coupling-pin C each leg of which
is adapted to enter one loop, substantially as
described. ‘

GEORGE E. SIMON.

‘Witnesses:
EVERETTE HANNAH,
D. H. DursiIn.
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