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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, STEPHEN K. ELLIS, of 

Waltham, in the county of Middlesex and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain Im 
provements in Skirt-Supporters, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings making part of this specification, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a view of a skirt-supporter With 
Imy improvements applied thereto. Fig. 2 is 
a section through my fastening. 

Skirt-supporters, as heretotore constructed, 
are objectionable for the reason that the fast 
ening or safety pin, when formed of a single 
piece of Wire, has no protection for the point 
of the pin, which injures the clothing, and is 
also liable to prick and scratch the person of 
the Wearer. To overcome this objection is the 
object of my invention, which consists in a 
T-shaped pin provided with a guard to cover. 
and protect its point, which guard also serves 
to lock the pin in place, thus forming a safety 
pin. My invention also consists in connecting 
the two straps together in the back with elas 
tic material, thereby adding comfort and ease 
to the Wearer. w 
In the drawings, A A are two straps or sup 

porters, each provided with a sliding buckle, 
B, to adjust the straps lengthwise. 

I connect the straps together in the back, as 
seen in the drawing, by a piece of elastic web 
bing, C, which will give and conform to the 
movements of the Wearer. 
D D D D are four T-shaped pins, two of 

which are attached rigidly to the straps A A 
at one end, while the other two are attached 
loosely, as seen in the drawing, to the oppo 
site ends. These pins D are formed of single 
pieces of wire, bent in the form seen, (one end 
of each pin being sharpened to facilitate its 
entrance through a waistband of a skirt,) and 
are provided with guards a, secured near the 
tops of their vertical portions b, to protect and 
cover their points. 
By the employment of my improved pins 

there is no danger of injuring the Wearer or 
tearing the clothing, as the point of the pin is 
completely covered and protected, while the 
elasticity in the back adds comfort and ease 
to the wearer. 
What I claim as my invention is- y . 
The pin D, constructed substantially as 

shown and described. 
Witness my hand this 27th day of March, 

A. D. 1874. 
STEPHEN K. ELLIS, 

In presence of - 
J. E. CAMBRIDGE, 
F.T. DOWNES, 


