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‘UNDERGARMENT

" Matthias Imershein, New York, N. Y., assignor
to -Graceform-Camlin ‘Corset Co,, Inc, New

6 Cla.lms

= The 1nvent1on relates to artmles of apparel
gonstituting - Iadiés’ undergarments;  such -as-a
girdle, foundation garment, or combination gar-
‘ment, of - whic¢h -one portion is constituted of a
.5 -girdle, such, for instance, as-are-known as “Cor-
selletes”. *The-invéntion, more ‘particularly, con-

sistsiin: providing an undergarment of -any usual

typethaving -a portion -adapted ‘to encircle the
torseiinthe abdominal region thereof, in' which
g0 such body encircling, or girdling portion has ap-~
‘plied thereto, either upon its outer surface, or its
:inner:surface, a plurality of ribbons, tapes, strip-
" pings;-or ‘like ‘instrumentalities; ‘disposed in a
Ppattern of crossing bands of: such ribbons, tapes,
x5 rebe., throughout particular portions of such gar-
ments
- Anobject: of the present 1nvent10n is to pro-
vide such a body-encircling undergarment, usu-
-ally a-girdle, with-a series-of 2 plurality- of strips

‘20 Lof ‘ribbons, ‘tapes, or strippings, one.such series’

sof :stripsicrossing another, the plurality-of -strips
-of:ribbon, tapes, or strippings, in each series be-
‘ing disposed in parallel relationship to-each other.
= The-objects ‘attained. by such - provision and
95 disposition of ribbon.and/or tapes are to secure,
swhen'sthe. garment is - worn, a flattening or
ssmoothing: of the figure -at the portions of the
body:underlying  the -garments at those locali-
sties, and-to. effect -an ‘even distribution, by -the
-g0 sslight opressure -exerted. by - the “strips of ‘ribbon
cor.tape) ofithe flesh, so that, instead of a direct
-inward pressure being :applied. against the more
“fleshy. portions.of-the body,a uniform and widely
“distributed. even .flattening of a:comparatively
a5 large area ofithe hypogastric region, in one case,
cand-of the region directly below the small of the
-back, in:the:other, is effected. . An effective con-

.4irol; more:in :accordance with the ideal anatom-

-ical contour-of ‘these regions of the body is thus
10 ‘obtained: without -interference with the neces-
=gary ‘flexibility of.the garment,; both for comfort
during:wear and for ease and famhty in donning
z6r:removing the:same,.

.:By my novel indergarment, there isthus pro~-

45 duced an appreciable reduction-in the waist line
“by.the:effective control and proper distribution of
the flesh in the abdominal region, a:smoothing
cand-flattening of the -anatomical portion below
and-at the rear of such region, so as to cover the

50 ~natural bulging of the thighs and at the same time
provide:a-section ‘of unusual strength and sup-
wport :

s Tnedts . broadest aspect my 1nvent10n contem-

»)plates the crossing of twoor more strips of ma-

55 iterial;: rigid or ‘stretchable, the crossing being
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such that the area in wh1ch such crossmg occurs

‘oveflies the abdomen and -diaphragm, giving both

additional support and:a flattening effect to such
parts, in the front; and like members; similarly
disposed, in ‘the- back to give -additional support 5

- and .o flattering effect in- the buttock and thigh
regions.

Specific embodlments of my 1nvent10n are

-shown'in-the accompanying drawings, the ihven-
‘tion ‘being: shown ‘therein -4s applied to a ladies’ 10

undergarment of the “girdle” type, the showing
being intended by way-of 111ustrat10n rather than
by way of limitation.

In such drawings, Fig. 1 is a front view of ‘a
girdle constructed: in. accordance with my inven- :15
tion; Fig. 2 is a:rear view -of such girdle; Fig. 3
is a front.view of a -second embodiment of the
invention; Fig.-4 is a rear view thereof; and Fig. 5
is a view..of the girdle of Figs.3.and 4, showing
the inner face.of the girdle when it is in fully 20
extended, flat condition. :

Referring more particularly to the drawings,

inswhich ‘similar reference characters identify
similar-parts in ;the several views, the girdle of

Figs: 1-and 2, in the construction of which my 95

invention :has been utilized,  preferably  consists
-of ‘o front. section 10.and a rear section 1{, with
two intermediate side sections 12 and. 13, the sec-
‘tions being ‘permanently “joined 4t one side ‘of
the garment, while at the -opposite side; the edges -39

of the sections f1-and t3-are joined through only

“a-.small :extent :of-their edges, :as at :i4,-and are

provided with cooperating: fastener elements (not

-shown).

The front section Iﬂ of the garment is con- g5

structed:of any-suitable material for instance siik
“brocade, or *of netting constituted of a plurality
-of oplies,  and 1may include devices, such as the
‘elastic insert 15 assisting the-girdle in its body
-conforming . function.. The body 0 may be also 4

provided with hose supporters 16 of conventional-

form..

The rear sectlon 1t .of the girdle may be sub-

.stantlally of the form and material constituting
the front section, but need not have an .elastic 45

inserf. Conventional ‘hose supporters. |7 depend

from. the rear section of the girdle.

. 'The two ‘intermediate. sections. 12 and .18 are

preferably constructed of an elastic material.
Inthis.embodiment.of my inventoin, illustrated .50

-in'Fig. 1.and 2, I provide, upon the front section,
ssewn:directly upon the outer surface thereof, two
:series of ‘parallel strips of ribbon or tape 18, the

strips- of one series being.:disposed at angles of

t::approXimately 45 degrees running : diagonally 56
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across the face of the section, -and the strips of
the other series being disposed at like angles, but
running diagonally across the face of the section
in the opposite direction, the two series of rib-
bons or tapes crossing in the upper half of the
front section, or that portion of the girdle which
is adapted, when the garment is worn, to overlie
the hypogastric or abdominal region of the torso.

By this disposition of the strips of ribbon or
tape, the portion of the torso, namely the abdo-
men or diaphragm region, requiring a -flattening

or smoothing of the flesh, is directly beneath the -

area of the section in which the ribbons or tapes
Cross.

In the rear section of the garment a like
disposition of two series of ribbons 18 is made, but
in such manner that the first series crosses the
second series at a region of the garment which,
when it is worn, overlies the buttocks or the
portion of the torso below the small of the back,
with the like result of flattening and smoothing
the underlying flesh. The bottom portions of the
ribbong or tapes effectively cover the bulges of
the thighs.

Tt should be noted that one series of strlps of
ribbon or tape, i. e., those on the front section 10,
extend from near the bottom extremities of the
edges of the section, upwardly and diagonally, to
substantially the upper edge of the section,
whereas the other series of strips of ribbon or
tape, i. e, those upon the rear section, extend
from near the bottom extremities of the edges of
the section to near the upper extremities of such
edges, but not to the upper edge of the section.
The area at which the series of strips cross each
other, will therefore be higher in the first in-
stance, namely upon the front section, than in
the second, or on the rear section.

It will be understood that while I have shown
the two series comprising three parallel strips
of ribbon or tape, and any number, two or more,
of such strips may be used-in either series.

In the embodiment of my invention illustrated
in Figs. 3 to 5, substantially the same effects and
results are produced by series of tapes 20 on the
front section and series of tapes 21 on the rear
section. In such embodiment, however, the rib-
bons or tapes are secured by stitching, upon the

" inner faces of such sections, namely those which
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are adapted, when the garment is worn, to con-
tact the body. In such second embodiment of
my invention also, a great latitude in the number
of tapes-constituting either series, is possible, al-
though I prefer to use such number as is 111us—
trated.

In the garment 111ustrated in Figs. 3 to 5, both
of the front and rear sections may be conven-
iently provided with boning 22; suitably disposed
in pockets 23, there being shown three such bone
inserts in the front section, extending approxi-
mately half way down the length of the section,
and two such bone inserts in the rear section,
extending substantially the entire length of the
rear section. It is.to be understood, of course,
that my invention is not limited to undergar-
ments, having such boning, but is equally appli-
cable, with the same functions and results, to
undergarments having no boning whatever
therein.

While I have described partlcular embodiments
of my invention, it is obvious that various modifi-
cations therein, particularly in the specific form
and disposition of the parts may be made without
departing from my invention.

It will be understood, for instance, that the

2,187,183

advantages of my invention may be attained by
any disposition of ribbons, tapes, or the like in
which they cross in an area of the garment sec-
tion which will give the benefit of the increased
support and flattening effect, although not to
the full extent resulting from the particular con-
structions described. Thus, it is conceivable, and
I recognize such possibility, that similar advan-
tages and effects will be produced by having the
ribbons or tapes extend in horizontal and verti-

_cal directions, crossing each other at the regions

described. - Such structures; if embodying cross-

- ing ribbons or tapes, I regard within the ambit

of my disclosure and invention.

In place of the ribbons or tapes, there may be
used strippings, or ordinary binding cloth with its
edges turned in. Such strips may be also con-
stituted of plain ribbon or tape material or of
stretchable material, such as Lastex. Further-
more, such ribbons, tapes, or strippings may be
sewn between two or more layers of material and
s0- applied to the garment sectlons as to be con-
cealed.

As already indicated, the bas;c pr1nc1ple of my
novel undergarment, that is, the-crossed dispo-
sition of the ribbon, tapes,; or strippings, may be
applied ‘with equally good results to garments
having any desirable type of boning wherever
placed within, or upon the garment sectlons

I claim:

1. A garment, including a tight ﬁttmg front
portion, said portion having two series of parallel
inelastic ribbons, tapes, or the like secured along
their lengths to said portion, and extending sub-
stantially from one side to the other side of said
portion, one series crossing the other diagonally
in the region overlying the abdomen of. the
wearer.

2. A garment including a tight fitting rear por-
tion, said portion having two series of parallel
inelastic ribbons, tapes, or the like secured along
their lengths to said portion, and extending sub-
stantially from one side to the other side of said
portion, one series crossing the other in the region
overlying the buttocks of the wearer.

3. An undergarment having ‘a portion adapted
to encircle the body of the wearer in the region
of the abdomen, said portion having a front sec-
tion provided with a plurality of strips of inelastic

ribbon, tape, or the .like secured thereto along -

their lengths, substantially in parallel relation, to
constitute one series of such strips, and with an-

.other series of similar strips diagonally crossing

said first series in the hypogastric region of the
body, each of said series extending substantially
from one side to the other side of said section,
the area in which said series of strips cross over-
lying the abdomen when the garment is worn,
said portion having a rear section which is sim-
ilarly provided with two other series of ‘strips of
parallel ribbons, tape, or the like, crossing in the
area of the garment overlying the buttocks and
thighs when the garment is worn, each of said
other series extending substantially from one
side to the other side of said rear section, the
major portion of the:area in which the strips
cross on the front section of the garment being
higher than the major portion of the area in
which the strips cross in the rear of the garment.

4, An undergarment as claimed in claim 3, said .

sections comprising substantially straight-sided
panels, most of the strips on said front panel ex-
tending from the side edges of, and from near the
bottom edge of said front panel to the top edge

thereof, most of the strips on said rear panel:
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extending from the side edges of, and from near

the top edge of said rear panel to the bottom edge -

thereof.

5. An undergarment as claimed in‘claim 3; said

portion having stretchable elastic side sections
joining said front and rear sections.

6. A garment as claimed in claim 3, said gar—
ment having stretchable elastic side sections join-
ing said front and rear sections, said side' sec-
10 tions having substantially straight vertical edges,

3

said front and rear sections being substantially
rectilinear, most of the strips on said front sec-
tion extending from the side edges of, and from
near the bottom edge of said front section to the
top edge thereof, most of the strips on said rear
section extending from the side edges of, and
from near the top edge of said rear section to the
bottom edge thereof.
MATTHIAS IMERSHEIN.
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