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has been demonswated [28), it still relies on
hierarchical structure of each document to support
local navigation. SuperBook has been shown to be an
cffective interface for IR tasks when browsing
structured collections { 12}, but alternatives to the book
metaphor must be found to support browsing through
loosely— d hypenext collecti

One such alternative — the newspaper metaphor — is
discussed in the following section, and VOIR, a
prototype that implements it, is described. Some
experimental results from an evaluation of VOIR are
presented, and the paper ludes with a di i
of possible extensions and applications of this query-
mediated hyperiext interfaces.

2VOIR

This section describes VOIR (Visualization of
Information Retrieval), a_prototype newspaper-based
dynamic _hypertext ilﬁ%ﬁ‘lﬁ'—sgﬁh
introduces (ﬁe newspaper metaphor and discusses its
implementation in VOIR. A description of VOIR's

linking interface follows, and the discussion concludes
with an overview of VOIR's visualization features.

Info Vis
Paper

10

|

10
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16
5 CONCLUSIONS /

S100

S105

This paper describes VOIR, a query-mediated S YRR
hypertext inlerface designed to support information 5327
exploration tasks in very large text databases. It
describes a technique for mediating links with v s110 — S170
passage-based  relevance redback  queries. . ff‘lg j:; . L/
Experimental results indicate that link-based queries HREMBT S 22T o
produced better performance than passage selections, ‘
and that subjects found dynamic hypertext interfaces 5120 *
intuitive to use. This research suggesis that integrating I —ginimci | S180
hypenext interfaces with full-text search engines can yvore 7
produce effective solutions for a class of infarmation ! ERTS
exploration tasks. POV $130 S190
This work also has implications for models of Te Vi wva
information exploration {e.g., [37]) that posit a * BREOSD?
distinction between selecting anchors and forming —HIBMAL R s1ap
queries. Interfaces such as the one described here Kraty e/ 5200
suggest that the distinction between hypertext and mA TS :ﬁiti&/
information retrieval can become progressively * 5150 A
blurred. As more sophisticated (e.g., agent-based)
techniques are integrated into information exploration
interfaces {e.g.. {26]), some distinctions between
semantic and statistical links should also disappear 3 BB Steo

Related Documents /_/ ¥ ;;:;T,; &

G. Golovchinksy, Queries? Links? Is There a
=| Differcnce?, In Proceedings of CI11*97, (March
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