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57 ABSTRACT

A clamp may include two substantially planar plates oppo-
site from and generally parallel to one another, each plate
having a mounting hole formed therein for receiving a
fastener, two teeth, each tooth extending from a respective
one of the two plates, such that each tooth is generally
perpendicular to the plates, and such that each tooth extends
towards the other from its respective plate, and a tongue
opposite from and mechanically interfaced between the two
plates, such that the tongue has a concave curved profile
between the plates, and such that when a force is applied in
a first direction by a fastener engaging with the clamp
through the mounting holes, compression of the plates
towards one another causes deflection of the tongue in a
second direction substantially perpendicular to the first
direction.

14 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR UNIVERSAL
CLAMPING OF INFORMATION HANDLING
RESOURCE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates in general to information
handling systems, and more particularly to a systems and
methods for implementing a universal clamp for securing
information handling resources within an information han-
dling system.

BACKGROUND

As the value and use of information continues to increase,
individuals and businesses seek additional ways to process
and store information. One option available to users is
information handling systems. An information handling
system generally processes, compiles, stores, and/or com-
municates information or data for business, personal, or
other purposes thereby allowing users to take advantage of
the value of the information. Because technology and infor-
mation handling needs and requirements vary between dif-
ferent users or applications, information handling systems
may also vary regarding what information is handled, how
the information is handled, how much information is pro-
cessed, stored, or communicated, and how quickly and
efficiently the information may be processed, stored, or
communicated. The variations in information handling sys-
tems allow for information handling systems to be general or
configured for a specific user or specific use such as financial
transaction processing, airline reservations, enterprise data
storage, or global communications. In addition, information
handling systems may include a variety of hardware and
software components that may be configured to process,
store, and communicate information and may include one or
more computer systems, data storage systems, and network-
ing systems.

Information handling systems often comprise many infor-
mation handling resources (e.g., processors, hard drives,
peripheral devices, memories, batteries, air movers, etc.).
Oftentimes, it is necessary to mechanically affix information
handling resources in a particular location within an enclo-
sure of an information handling system. For example, bat-
teries, hard drives, air movers, and other information han-
dling resources may be fixed within an information handling
system enclosure via a screw or other fastener that passes
through a hole of a tab extending from the information
handling resource, allowing the information handling
resource to be mechanically mounted by fastening the
fastener through the hole in the tab and into another hole
configured to receive the fastener and formed in a printed
circuit board or formed within the enclosure itself.

However, such existing approach has many disadvan-
tages. For example, such tabs are often susceptible to
breakage, which may irreversibly damage the mechanical
mounting features of an information handling resource such
that it cannot be properly affixed within an information
handling system. Furthermore, such tabs may mechanically
interfere with other components, such as printed circuit
boards that may reside in the information handling system
enclosure. In addition, placement of tabs on an information
handling resource may limit locations in which it may be
placed within an information handling system enclosure.
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2
SUMMARY

In accordance with the teachings of the present disclosure,
the disadvantages and problems associated with mechani-
cally securing information handling resources may be
reduced or eliminated.

In accordance with embodiments of the present disclo-
sure, a clamp may include two substantially planar plates
opposite from and generally parallel to one another, each
plate having a mounting hole formed therein for receiving a
fastener, two teeth, each tooth extending from a respective
one of the two plates, such that each tooth is generally
perpendicular to the plates, and such that each tooth extends
towards the other from its respective plate, and a tongue
opposite from and mechanically interfaced between the two
plates, such that the tongue has a concave curved profile
between the plates, and such that when a force is applied in
a first direction by a fastener engaging with the clamp
through the mounting holes, compression of the plates
towards one another causes deflection of the tongue in a
second direction substantially perpendicular to the first
direction.

In accordance with these and other embodiments of the
present disclosure, a mechanical member may include a
body and a mounting rail extending from the body such that
two grooves are formed between the body and the mounting
rail, each groove configured to engage with a respective
tooth of a clamp configured to mechanically couple to the
mounting rail via a fastener, wherein the mounting rail
comprises at least one semi-cylindrical positioning notch
sized and shaped to receive the fastener.

In accordance with these and other embodiments of the
present disclosure, a method for coupling a mechanical
member to a structural base may include mechanically
coupling a clamp to a mounting rail of the mechanical
member with a fastener, wherein the clamp comprises two
substantially planar plates opposite from and generally par-
allel to one another, each plate having a mounting hole
formed therein for receiving the fastener, two teeth, each
tooth extending from a respective one of the two plates, such
that each tooth is generally perpendicular to the plates, and
such that each tooth extends towards the other from its
respective plate, and a tongue opposite from and mechani-
cally interfaced between the two plates, such that the tongue
has a concave curved profile between the plates, and such
that when a force is applied in a first direction by a fastener
engaging with the clamp through the mounting holes, com-
pression of the plates towards one another causes deflection
of'the tongue in a second direction substantially perpendicu-
lar to the first direction. The mechanical member may
include a body and the mounting rail extending from the
body such that two grooves are formed between the body
and the mounting rail, each groove configured to engage
with a respective tooth of the clamp, wherein the mounting
rail comprises at least one semi-cylindrical positioning notch
sized and shaped to receive the fastener. The method may
also include fastening the fastener to an insert formed in the
structural base.

Technical advantages of the present disclosure may be
readily apparent to one skilled in the art from the figures,
description and claims included herein. The objects and
advantages of the embodiments will be realized and
achieved at least by the elements, features, and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are
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examples and explanatory and are not restrictive of the
claims set forth in this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the present embodi-
ments and advantages thereof may be acquired by referring
to the following description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which like reference numbers
indicate like features, and wherein:

FIG. 1A illustrates a cross-sectional side elevation view of
a clamp mechanically engaged in an uncompressed state
with a mounting rail of an information handling resource
and affixed via a fastener to an insert mounted to a base
structure, in accordance with embodiments of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 1B illustrates a cross-sectional side elevation view of
a clamp mechanically engaged in a compressed state with a
mounting rail of an information handling resource and
affixed via a fastener to an insert mounted to a base structure,
in accordance with embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 illustrates an isometric perspective view of a
clamp, in accordance with embodiments of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 3A illustrates an isometric perspective view of a top
of an information handling resource with a clamp mechani-
cally engaged with a mounting rail of the information
handling resource via a fastener, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3B illustrates an isometric perspective view of a
bottom of an information handling resource with a clamp
mechanically engaged with a mounting rail of the informa-
tion handling resource via a fastener, in accordance with
embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 illustrates an exploded perspective view a of
mounting rail 104 of an information handling resource, a
fastener, and a clamp, in accordance with embodiments of
the present disclosure;

FIG. 5A illustrates an isometric perspective view of a top
of an information handling resource with a clamp mechani-
cally engaged with a mounting rail of the information
handling resource via a fastener, the mounting rail having a
damping material formed thereon, in accordance with
embodiments of the present disclosure; and

FIG. 5B illustrates a cross-sectional side elevation view of
a clamp mechanically engaged in a compressed state with a
mounting rail of an information handling resource and
affixed via a fastener to an insert mounted to a base structure,
the mounting rail having a damping material formed
thereon, in accordance with embodiments of the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Preferred embodiments and their advantages are best
understood by reference to FIGS. 1A through 5B, wherein
like numbers are used to indicate like and corresponding
parts.

For the purposes of this disclosure, an information han-
dling system may include any instrumentality or aggregate
of instrumentalities operable to compute, classitfy, process,
transmit, receive, retrieve, originate, switch, store, display,
manifest, detect, record, reproduce, handle, or utilize any
form of information, intelligence, or data for business,
scientific, control, entertainment, or other purposes. For
example, an information handling system may be a personal
computer, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a consumer
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electronic device, a network storage device, or any other
suitable device and may vary in size, shape, performance,
functionality, and price. The information handling system
may include memory, one or more processing resources such
as a central processing unit (“CPU”) or hardware or software
control logic. Additional components of the information
handling system may include one or more storage devices,
one or more communications ports for communicating with
external devices as well as various input/output (“I1/O0”)
devices, such as a keyboard, a mouse, and a video display.
The information handling system may also include one or
more buses operable to transmit communication between the
various hardware components.

For the purposes of this disclosure, information handling
resources may broadly refer to any component system,
device or apparatus of an information handling system,
including without limitation processors, service processors,
basic input/output systems, buses, memories, [/O devices
and/or interfaces, storage resources, network interfaces,
motherboards, and/or any other components and/or elements
of an information handling system.

FIG. 1A illustrates a cross-sectional side elevation view of
a clamp 102 mechanically engaged with a mounting rail 104
of an information handling resource 106 and affixed via a
fastener 108 (e.g., a threaded screw) to an insert 110 (e.g.,
threaded to receive fastener 108) mounted to a base structure
112 (e.g., a wall, ceiling, or floor of an information handling
system enclosure), in accordance with embodiments of the
present disclosure. As used herein, “information handling
resource” may broadly refer to any component system,
device or apparatus of an information handling system,
including without limitation a processor, a service processor,
a basic input/output system (BIOS), a memory, an I/O device
and/or interface, a storage resources (e.g., a hard disk drive),
a network interface, a motherboard, a battery, and air mover
(e.g., a fan or a blower), and/or any other components and/or
elements of an information handling system.

FIG. 1A illustrates clamp 102 in an uncompressed state.
When clamp 102, mounting rail 104, fastener 108, and insert
110 are arranged as shown in FIG. 1A and fastener 108 is
driven into insert 110 in a direction A shown in FIG. 1B,
clamp 102 may enter a compressed state, in which clamp
102 is mechanically compressed by the force of driving
fastener 108 in direction A. In addition, as described in
greater detail below, due to the shape of clamp 102, such
force in direction A may also cause a deflection of a portion
of clamp 102 in direction B, thus allowing clamp 102 to
provide two directions of clamping force onto mounting rail
104 and fastener 108 resulting from external application of
force in single direction A.

FIG. 2 illustrates an isometric perspective view of a clamp
102, in accordance with embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. As seen from FIGS. 1A and 1B, as also shown in FIG.
2, as viewed from the perspective of FIGS. 1A and 1B,
clamp 102 may generally be in the shape of Greek letter
(capital-letter sigma). As shown in FIG. 2, clamp 102 may
comprise two substantially planar plates 202 opposite from
and generally parallel to one another, each with mounting
holes 204 formed therein for receiving fastener 108. A tooth
206 may extend from each plate 202, such that each tooth
206 is generally perpendicular to plates 202 (although tooth
206 may extend in a curved manner from a plate 202), and
such that each tooth 206 extends towards the other from its
respective plate 202. As described elsewhere herein, each
tooth 206 may be configured to engage with a groove formed
between a body of information handling resource 106 and
mounting rail 104.
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A tongue 208 opposite from teeth 206 may mechanically
interface between opposite plates 202. As shown in FIG. 2,
tongue 208 may have a concave curved profile between
plates 202, such that it is possible to draw a line perpen-
dicular to the surfaces of plates 202 proximate to tongue 208
that passes through tongue 208. As further shown in FIG. 2,
tongue 208 may have formed therein a guide hole 210 and
flanges 212 on either side of guide hole 210. Guide hole 210
may, in some embodiments, guide a path of fastener 108
through clamp 102, as well as allowing flanges 212 to at
least partially wrap around fastener 108 to mechanically
engage flanges 212 when clamp 102 is forced between its
uncompressed state (e.g., FIG. 1A) and its compressed state
(e.g., FIG. 1B).

In some embodiments, clamp 102 may be formed from a
pliable metal. In these and other embodiments, clamp 102
may be formed from a single piece of material.

FIG. 3A illustrates a isometric perspective view of a top
of information handling resource 106 with clamp 102
mechanically engaged with mounting rail 104 of informa-
tion handling resource 106 and via fastener 108, in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present disclosure. FIG. 3B
illustrates a isometric perspective view of a bottom of
information handling resource 106 with clamp 102 mechani-
cally engaged with mounting rail 104 of information han-
dling resource 106 and via fastener 108, in accordance with
embodiments of the present disclosure. FIG. 4 illustrates an
exploded view of mounting rail 104 of information handling
resource 106, fastener 108, and clamp 102, in accordance
with embodiments of the present disclosure.

As shown in FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 4, in some embodiments,
a washer 302 may be used to further secure fastener 108 to
clamp 102 prior to driving fastener 108 into insert 110.

Further as shown in FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 4, mounting rail
104 may extend from information handling resource 106
such that grooves 306 are formed between information
handling resource 106 and mounting rail 104. Each groove
306 may be appropriately sized and shaped to receive a tooth
206 of clamp 102, in order to partially hold clamp 102 in
place relative to information handling resource 106.

As also shown in FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 4, mounting rail 104
may include one or more semi-cylindrical positioning
notches 304. Each positioning notch 304 may be appropri-
ately sized and shaped to receive fastener 108 therethrough.
When mounting rail 104 comprises a plurality of positioning
notches 304, one of such positioning notches 304 may be
selected for coupling clamp 102 to mounting rail 104,
providing flexibility in locating fastener 108 and clamp 102
relative to information handling resource 106 and thus
providing flexibility in a location of information handling
resource 106 within an enclosure of an information handling
resource.

FIG. 5A illustrates an isometric perspective view of a top
of information handling resource 106 with clamp 102
mechanically engaged with mounting rail 104 of informa-
tion handling resource 106 via fastener 108, wherein mount-
ing rail 104 has a damping material 500 formed thereon, in
accordance with embodiments of the present disclosure.
FIG. 5B illustrates a cross-sectional side elevation view of
clamp 102 mechanically engaged in a compressed state with
mounting rail 104 of information handling resource 106 and
affixed via fastener 108 to insert 110 mounted to base
structure 112, wherein mounting rail 104 has a damping
material 500 formed thereon, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. In some embodiments,
mounting rail 104 may include damping material 500
formed thereon to provide shock, vibration, or acoustic
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resistance when information handling resource 106 com-
prises a component sensitive to external vibration (e.g., a
hard disk drive) or a component that may generate vibration
(e.g., an air mover).

As used herein, when two or more elements are referred
to as “coupled” to one another, such term indicates that such
two or more elements are in electronic communication or
mechanical communication, as applicable, whether con-
nected indirectly or directly, with or without intervening
elements.

This disclosure encompasses all changes, substitutions,
variations, alterations, and modifications to the example
embodiments herein that a person having ordinary skill in
the art would comprehend. Similarly, where appropriate, the
appended claims encompass all changes, substitutions,
variations, alterations, and modifications to the example
embodiments herein that a person having ordinary skill in
the art would comprehend. Moreover, reference in the
appended claims to an apparatus or system or a component
of an apparatus or system being adapted to, arranged to,
capable of, configured to, enabled to, operable to, or opera-
tive to perform a particular function encompasses that
apparatus, system, or component, whether or not it or that
particular function is activated, turned on, or unlocked, as
long as that apparatus, system, or component is so adapted,
arranged, capable, configured, enabled, operable, or opera-
tive. Accordingly, modifications, additions, or omissions
may be made to the systems, apparatuses, and methods
described herein without departing from the scope of the
disclosure. For example, the components of the systems and
apparatuses may be integrated or separated. Moreover, the
operations of the systems and apparatuses disclosed herein
may be performed by more, fewer, or other components and
the methods described may include more, fewer, or other
steps. Additionally, steps may be performed in any suitable
order. As used in this document, “each” refers to each
member of a set or each member of a subset of a set.

Although exemplary embodiments are illustrated in the
figures and described above, the principles of the present
disclosure may be implemented using any number of tech-
niques, whether currently known or not. The present disclo-
sure should in no way be limited to the exemplary imple-
mentations and techniques illustrated in the figures and
described above.

Unless otherwise specifically noted, articles depicted in
the figures are not necessarily drawn to scale.

All examples and conditional language recited herein are
intended for pedagogical objects to aid the reader in under-
standing the disclosure and the concepts contributed by the
inventor to furthering the art, and are construed as being
without limitation to such specifically recited examples and
conditions. Although embodiments of the present disclosure
have been described in detail, it should be understood that
various changes, substitutions, and alterations could be
made hereto without departing from the spirit and scope of
the disclosure.

Although specific advantages have been enumerated
above, various embodiments may include some, none, or all
of the enumerated advantages. Additionally, other technical
advantages may become readily apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art after review of the foregoing figures and
description.

To aid the Patent Office and any readers of any patent
issued on this application in interpreting the claims
appended hereto, applicants wish to note that they do not
intend any of the appended claims or claim elements to
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invoke 35 U.S.C. § 112(f) unless the words “means for” or
“step for” are explicitly used in the particular claim.

What is claimed is:

1. A clamp comprising:

two substantially planar plates opposite from and gener-

ally parallel to one another, each plate having a mount-
ing hole formed therein for receiving a fastener;

two teeth, each tooth extending from a respective one of

the two plates, such that each tooth is generally per-
pendicular to the plates, and such that each tooth
extends towards the other from its respective plate; and

a tongue opposite from and mechanically interfaced

between the two plates, such that the tongue has a
concave curved profile between the plates, and such
that when a force is applied in a first direction by a
fastener engaging with the clamp through the mounting
holes, compression of the plates towards one another
causes deflection of the tongue in a second direction
substantially perpendicular to the first direction.

2. The clamp of claim 1, wherein the tongue has formed
therein a guide hole and a flange on either side of the guide
hole.

3. The clamp of claim 2, wherein the guide hole is
configured to guide a path of the fastener through the clamp.

4. The clamp of claim 2, wherein the flanges are config-
ured to mechanically engage with the fastener during deflec-
tion of the tongue in the second direction.

5. The clamp of claim 1, wherein the clamp is formed of
metal.

6. The clamp of claim 1, wherein the clamp is formed
from a single piece of material.

7. A method for coupling a mechanical member to a
structural base, comprising:

mechanically coupling a clamp to a mounting rail of the

mechanical member with a fastener, wherein:
the clamp comprises:
two substantially planar plates opposite from and
generally parallel to one another, each plate hav-
ing a mounting hole formed therein for receiving
the fastener;
two teeth, each tooth extending from a respective
one of the two plates, such that each tooth is
generally perpendicular to the plates, and such that
each tooth extends towards the other from its
respective plate; and
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a tongue opposite from and mechanically interfaced
between the two plates, such that the tongue has a
concave curved profile between the plates, and
such that when a force is applied in a first direction
by the fastener engaging with the clamp through
the mounting holes, compression of the plates
towards one another causes deflection of the
tongue in a second direction substantially perpen-
dicular to the first direction; and

the mechanical member comprises:

a body; and

the mounting rail extending from the body such that
two grooves are formed between the body and the
mounting rail, each groove configured to engage
with a respective tooth of the clamp, wherein the
mounting rail comprises at least one semi-cylin-
drical positioning notch sized and shaped to
receive the fastener; and

fastening the fastener to an insert formed in the structural

base.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the mounting rail
comprises a plurality of positioning notches and coupling
the clamp to the mounting bracket comprises selecting one
of such positioning notches for coupling the clamp to the
mounting rail.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein:

the mechanical member comprises an information han-

dling resource of an information handling system; and
the structural base comprises a portion of an enclosure of
the information handling system.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the tongue has formed
therein a guide hole and a flange on either side of the guide
hole.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising guiding a
path of the fastener through the clamp via the guide hole.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising mechani-
cally engaging the flanges with the fastener during deflection
of the tongue in the second direction.

13. The method of claim 7, wherein the clamp is formed
of metal.

14. The method of claim 7, wherein the clamp is formed
from a single piece of material.
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