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The present inWention relates to hand bags for 

carrying articles of different weight, more par 
ticularly for carrying the light-weight articles 
used by a woman, and the improwementS are 
readily adaptable to Such hand bagS as are shoWn, 
described and clained in U. S. Letters Patent; 
No. 1,6'f6,229, dated July 3, 1928, Nos. 1,701.973 
and 1,701.974, dated February 12, 1929, and No. 
1,782.842, dated October 22, 1929. 

'This application is a diwision of application 
Ser. No. 26,292, filed May 29, 1939, and its prim 
cipal object is to protect the exterior finishing 
material or fabric of the bag, which is usually 
Waterproof, from being marred or damaged by the 
action of the hookleSS fastenings when they are 
operated to close the bag. 
Other objects are to provide an attractive hand 

bag which, while it has considerable strength and 
endurance, is not necessarily expernsive, but, on 
the contrary, can be Sold reasonably. 
'The invention consists of certain features of 

construction and combinationSof parts to be here 
inafter described and then clained with reference 
to the accompanying drawing illustrating the 
preferred embodiment of the invention, and 
wherein!-- 

Figure 1 is a, perspective wiew of the bag show 
ing the cower in open position; and 

Fig. 2 is a, Wertical Section of a, fragmentary 
portion of the bag. 

'The bag body 10 is prowided with a, hinged 
cower lf, and the bag is adapted to be opened 
and closed through the nediurn of hookleSS faS 
termingS fl2, 3, which are Secured to the outside of 
and around the bag body, and to the owerlapping 
outer edge or fiange of the cower? So as to extend 
fully around the bag except where the cower is 
hinged theret0. The hookleSS fastenings 2, 3 
are prowided with the usual operating tab l4. A 
handle l6 may be used. ~ 
The outer cowering or peripheral band I6 

around the bag may be of any Suitable thin, fieX 
ible material, Such as fabric or imitation deather, 
and the cower may be cowered with similar ma 
terial. The bag body has a, Suitable lining T, 
which may be of light; ormamental and attractive 
abric. 
Between the peripheral band f6 and the lining 

IT the Surrounding wall of the bag body may be 
reinforced by a Stiffening Sheet, or SheetS 8 of 
cardboard, fiberboard or the like, which prefer 
ably extend the full depth of the bag and entirely 
around the surrounding wall, as disclosed in the 
beforementioned patentS. 

It is found desirable to proWide means for pro 
widing a, Suitable foundation for the operation 
of hookleSS fastenerS when such are used, and to 
this end, as shown in Fig. 2, the tape l9 of fas 
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tening elements l2 is stitched into the folded 
flexible strip 20, which is connected at its fold 
by a line of Stitching 2 with the bag body, while 
between the strip 20 and the outer cowering [6 
of the bag there is located a preferably stiff back 
ing-up strip 22 of thin cardboard, fiberboard or 
the like. This backing-up strip 22 is stitched at 
23 to the outer cowering l6, and it extends for a 
Sufficient distance downwardly below the hookleSS 
fastening elements l2 and also aboWe the Same to 
prowide the desired foundation and t0 preWent the 
elementS l2, 3 of the hookleSS fastening defacing 
or catching in the fabric of the outer cowering 

. 6. The upper edge of the backing-up .. strip. 22 
preferably terminates adjacent the mouth of the 
bag. . Stitching · 23 may preferably also paSS 
through Sheet, f8. 
The reinforcing sheet, i8 in the bag body pro-- 

wides a, strong foundation for the backing-up strip 
during the operation of the hookleSS fastermingS, 
but the Said strip is relied upon principally to 
prewent, Wear of the cowering of the bag by the 
operation of the hookleSS fasteningS. 
Obwiously the invention is SuSceptible of modi 

fication which does not depart from the Scope 
of the claims. 
What I claim aS new is: 
1. A hand bag or the like, including a, bag body 

with a cowering of flexible material and hawing 
a mouth, a cower, hookleSS fasteningS extending 
around the mouth and cower, and fastener back 
irag-up means Stiffer than the filexible material 
and located betWeen Such material and the faS 
termingS Secured to the body, Such backing-up 
means consisting of a thin strip extending sub 
Stantially to the rim of the bag around the out 
Side of the bag, and abowe and below the fas 
tenings when the bag is closed, such backing strip 
preventing the hookleSS fastening elements from 
Wearing the material of the cowering when clos 
ing the bag by the hookleSS fastenings. 

2. A hand bag or the like, including a, bag body 
with a cowering of fiexible material and having 
a mouth a liming in the body, a bag-reinforcing 
Strip between the lining and covering, a hinged 
Cower, hookleSS fastenings · extending partly 
around the mouth and cower, and fastener back 
ing-tup means Stiffer than the flexible material 
ahd located betWeen such materiad and the as 
termiragS Secured to the body, such backing-up 
meanS consisting of a thin Strip extending Sub-- 
Stantially to the rim of the bag around the out 
Side of the bag, and back of the fastenings when 
the bag is closed, Such backing strip preverating 
the hookleSS fasterming elements from wearing 
the material of the cowering when closing the 
bag by the hookleSS fastenings. 
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