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7 (Caims. (C. 54-44) 

This invention relates to the general class of saddles 
and, more specifically, the instant invention pertains to in 
provements in the making of "western' saddles. 
One of the primary objects of this invention is to pro 

vide a free swinging stirrup leather which swings forward 
ly to provide suitable bracing means when riding down 
steep inclines or when making Sudden Stops. 
A further object of my invention is to provide means 

for hanging stirrup leathers in Such a manner as to swing 
from the center of the saddle seat, the stirrup ieathers hav 
ing substantially the same radius as the rider's legs. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
stirrup leather hanger which is sufficiently strong to with 
stand any strain placed thereon caused by severe pulls in 
curred in the ordinary use of the saddle or by virtue of 
an inadvertent accident. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide means 
in a saddle whereby no opening is ieft to cause sag in 
the seat leathers. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide 
a stirrup leather hanger which will fit any adult size 
western type saddle tree. 

Again, it is another object of this invention to provide 
a stirrup leather hanger which will not cut, bind or cause 
any excessive wear on the stirrup leathers, and a cover for 
the hanger to prevent the seat leathers extending there 
across from Sagging. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide 

means which eliminates the use of an elongated T-shaped 
conventional strainer in the seat. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

stirrup leather hanger to which the saddle groundwork 
may be easily fitted, and to provide a means whereby the 
groundwork may be formed from smaller pieces of leather 
than are normally incorporated in the conventional type 
“western' saddle and wherein no opening is left to cause 
sag in the seat leather. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
stirrup leather hanger to which ground work may be fitted 
which does not make the saddle seat higher than the seats 
of conventional saddles. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
means by which stirrup leather openings which are con 
ventionally found in all-leather riggings may be eliminated. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide a 
saddle which is non-complex in construction and assembly 
inexpensive to manufacture and maintain, and a saddle 
which is durable in use. 

Other and further objects and advantageous features of 
the instant invention will become more evident from a 
consideration of the following specification when read in 
conjunction with the annexed drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a “western' type 

saddle having a low seat and a forwardly sloping saddle 
fork constructed in accordance with this invention; 
FiGURE 2 is a bottom plan view of the saddle shown 

in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged, transverse, detail cross 

sectional view, FIGURE 3 being taken on the vertical 
plane of line 3-3 of FIGURE 1, looking in the direction 
of the arrows; 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged, longitudinal, detail cross 

sectional view, FIGURE 4 being taken on the horizontal 
plane of line 4-4 of FIGURE 2, looking in the direction 
of the arrows; 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary top plan view of the saddle 
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2 
tree bars with a stirrup hanger device secured thereto and 
further illustrating in full lines the normal depending 
position of the stirrup leathers and their respective for 
ward positions in dotted lines; and 
FIGURE 6 is an exploded perspective view of the com 

ponent elements of the saddle shown in FIGURE 1 prior 
to their assembly. 

Referring now more specifically to the drawings, refer 
ence numeral 0 designates, in general, a “western' type 
Saddle constructed in accordance with the teachings of the 
instant invention. As is seen in the drawings, the saddle 
10 includes an upwardly and forwardly extending fork 
or yoke 12 which has, as an integral part thereof, a bight 
portion 4 from the central portion of which forwardly 
projects a horn i6. The yoke 12 includes a pair of rear 
Wardly extending substantially parallel and laterally spaced 
apart tree bars 8 which normally engage the back of a 
horse on either side of its withers. Extending trans 
versely through the bight 14 is a passageway or gullet 20. 
Adjacent the free rear ends of the tree bars 18 and spaced 
inwardly from the outer ends thereof is fixedly secured a 
Saddle cantle 22, the cantle 22 spanning the tree bars 
and being fixedly secured thereto by conventional means. 
All of the above constitutes saddle construction according 
to convention. 
The improvement in saddle construction to which the 

instant invention is addressed comprises the provision of 
a stirrup leather hanger designated, in general, by the 
reference numeral 24. The hanger 24 includes forward 
ly and rearwardly disposed angle members 26, 28, re 
Spectively. The angle members 26, 28 are formed of 
any suitable material, preferably, a malleable metal, and 
the angle member 26 is seen to include a concave-convex 
chevron-shaped arm 36 having its respective arm por 
tions 32, 34 extending forwardly with respect to the tree 
bars 18. From the rear longitudinal extending marginal 
edge of the arm. 30 upwardly projects a substantially V 
shaped flange 36 having an apex 38. As is clearly seen 
in FIGURE 5, the flange 36 is provided with a rearwardly 
Opening arcuate depression 38 disposed substantially at 
the apex thereof. 
The rear angle member 28 comprises a similar concave 

conveX chevron-shaped arm 4 having an upwardly open 
ing depression 42 disposed centrally of its arm extensions 
or portions 44, 46. The angle member 28 also includes 
an upwardly projecting, integrally formed flange 48 which 
extends along one of the longitudinally extending marginal 
edges of the arm 46. As is seen in FIGURE. 5 of the 
drawings, the flange 48 includes a centrally disposed in 
Wardly bowed section 50 which opens towards the de 
pression 38 formed in the flange 36, the depression 38 
and the inwardly bowed section 48 being located in sub 
stantially confronting relation relative to each other. The 
angle members 26, 28 are extended over and fixedly se 
cured, as by screws 52 to the tree bars 8. 
Fixedly secured to the flanges 36, 48 are a pair of 

stirrup leather hanger rods 54, 56 which have one pair 
of adjacent ends secured to the flange 36 on opposite 
sides of the depression 38, and the other ends of the 
stirrup leather hanger rods are fixedly secured to the 
flange 48 proximate the opposed sides of the bowed sec 
tion 48. As is clearly seen in the several figures of the 
drawings, the rods 54, 56 diverge away from each other 
from the flange 36 towards the flange 48. Stirrup leathers 
58, 60 are now looped about the rods 54, 56, respectively, 
and depend therefrom. Reference numeral 62 denotes 
an open ended inverted substantially U-shaped channel 
member forming a cover for the hanger 24. The cover 
62 includes a bight 64 having flanges 66, 68 depending 
from the opposed longitudinally extending sides thereof, 
the flanges 66, 68 being adapted to engage against the 
(remotely disposed sides of the flanges 36, 48, respectively. 
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The ground work and assembly of the saddle 10 also 

includes a pair of substantially triangularly shaped spurs 
respectively, to the tree bars 18 with the base end 72 there 
of abutting the lower ends of the arm portions 32, 34 
of the arm. 30. 

Reference numerals 74, 76 denote a pair of substan 
tially rectangular leather pads which are secured, respec 
tively, to each of the tree bars 18 in the conventional 
manner with the forward ends thereof disposed in abut 
ting relationship with respect to the arm portions 44, 46, 
the rear ends 78, 80 of which are skived and extend rear 
wardly and partially into the cantle 22. As is clearly 
seen in FIGURE 6, the rear ends 78, 80 of the pads 74,76 
are slightly rounded. 

Reference numerals 82, 84, 86 denote leather strips 
having a substantially ogive configuration, these strips 
being superimposed on one another and on the leather 
spurs 70 with the bases thereof abutting against the for 
wardly facing side of the flange 66. The leather strips 
82, 84, 86 have skived end portions and extend partially 
upwardly and over the yoke 12. Reference numerals 
88, 90, 92 denote a second series of superimposed leather 
strips also having an ogive configuration, the last men 
tioned leather strips being also superimposed on the 
leather pads 74, 76 and extending at their rear ends, up 
wardly into the cantle 22. The several bases of the 
leather strips 88, 90, 92 are, as is seen in FIGURE 4, 
disposed in abutting relation with respect to the flange 68 
of the cover 62. Interposed between the leather strips 88 
and 90 is an ogive shaped metal strainer 93 by which the 
leather layers thereabove are kept from sagging. 

Superimposed over and fixedly secured to the leather 
strips 86 and 92, the metal cover 62 and the bars 18, is a 
final leather 94. As is seen in FIGURE 6 of the draw 
ings, this final leather is substantially rectangular in con 
figuration but is somewhat arcuate in shape at its opposed 
ends. This final leather 94 comprises the only one of the 
several leather strips 82, 84, 86, 88, 90 and 92 which 
extends entirely across the bight 64 of the cover 62. 
With the above described ground work of the saddle 10 

glued together and secured to the yoke 2 and tree bars 
18, the leather strips 82, 84, 86 and 94 are cut away 
as at 96 to form a hand opening therethrough which is 
in open communication with the gullet. 20. 
From the foregoing description of the saddle 10 it now 

becomes obvious that for the most part, the leather ground 
work of the saddle 10 may be built up of small pieces of 
leather which would normally find no use in the art of 
saddlery and which would be normally discarded as Waste 
material. 
that the leather ground work assembly does not increase 
the height of the saddle thereby permitting the rider to 
remain seated proximate the horse's back. 

Referring now more specifically to FIGURE 5, the 
stirrup leathers 58, 60, as illustrated in full lines denote 
the normal depending position thereof from the rods 54, 
56. However, should the rider find it necessary to ride 

At the same time, it should also be observed : 
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having a yoke including a pair of arms comprising saddle 
tree bars, said stirrup leather hanger device including a 
pair of concave-convex chevron-shaped angle members 
each having a normally upright flange extending longitu 
dinally of an edge thereof, said angle members extending 
transversely of said bars and secured thereto in longitu 
dinally spaced relation, a pair of longitudinally extending 
laterally spaced stirrup leather hanger rods extending be 
tween and fixedly secured to said flanges of said angle 
members, said rods diverging away from each other in a 
direction away from said yoke, said rods each being 
adapted to be loosely engaged, respectively, within the 
looped end of a pair of stirrup leathers, and a cover mem 
ber spanning said flanges at the upper ends thereof and 
extending over said rods. 

2. A stirrup leather hanger device for a riding saddle 
having a yoke including a pair of arms comprising Saddle 
tree bars, said stirrup leather hanger device including a 
pair of concave-convex chevron-shaped angle members 
extending transversely of said bars and secured thereto 
in longitudinally spaced and confronting relation, said 
angle members having their respective convex sides pro 
jecting away from said tree bars, each of said angle mem 
bers having a normally upright flange projecting away 

25 from an arm thereof, said flanges being disposed in con 
fronting relation relative to each other, a pair of longitu 
dinally extending laterally spaced stirrup leather hanger 
rods extending between and being fixedly secured to said 
flanges, said Iods diverging in a direction away from said 
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yoke and having one of their respective adjacent pair of 
ends fixedly secured to one of said flanges on opposite 
sides of the apex thereof, the other pair of adjacent ends 
of said rods being fixedly secured to the other of said 
flanges on the opposite sides of the apex thereof, said rods 
each being adapted to be loosely engaged, respectively, 
within the looped end of a pair of stirrup leathers, said 
cover means spanning the upper ends of said flanges and 
being disposed over said rods in spaced relation relative 
thereto. 

3. A stirrup leather hanger device for a riding saddle 
having a yoke including a pair of arms comprising saddle 
tree bars, said stirrup leather hanger device including a 
pair of concave-convex angle members extending trans 

down a steep incline or come to an abrupt and sudden 
halt, the stirrup leathers 58, 60 are free to Swing for 
wardly to assume substantially the positions shown in 
dotted lines without binding or cutting. As is seen in 
this figure, when the stirrup leathers 58, 66 are in their 
normal depending position, only the forward corners of 
their respective looped portions 98, 100 engage about 
the rods 54, 56. When, however, it is necessary for the 
horseman to move the stirrup leathers to their respective 
forward positions, the entire looped portions of the stirrup 
leathers engage about the rods 54, 56. . 

Having described and illustrated one embodiment of 
this invention in detail, it will be understood that the same 
is offered merely by way of example, and that this inven 
tion is to be limited only by the scope of the appended 
claims. - 
What is claimed is: 
1. A stirrup leather hanger device for a riding Saddle 
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versely of said bars and secured thereto in longitudinally 
spaced relation, each of said angle members including a 
normally upstanding flange and said fanges being dis 
posed in confronting relation relative to each other, and 
a pair of longitudinally extending laterally spaced stirrup 
hanger rods extending between and being fixedly secured 
to said flanges with one pair of adjacent ends of said rods 
connected to one of said flanges on opposite sides of the 
apex thereof and the other pair of adjacent ends being 
fixedly secured to the other of said flanges on the oppo 
site sides of its associated flange, a substantially U-shaped 
cover member extending across and between said flanges, 
Said cover member having longitudinally-extending de 
pending side flanges engaging the remotely-disposed sides 
of said one and other flanges, said rods each being adapted 
to be loosely engaged, respectively, within the looped end 
of a pair of stirrup leathers. 

4. In a riding saddle having a yoke including a pair of 
arms comprising saddle tree bars, that improvement in 
said saddle which comprises the provision of a stirrup 
leather hanger which includes a pair of concave-convex 
chevron-shaped angle members each having an arm por 
tion extending transversely of said bars and secured there 
to in longitudinally spaced relation, each of said angle 
members including a normally upright flange, said flanges 
being disposed in confronting relation relative to each 
other, a pair of longitudinally extending laterally spaced 
stirrup leather hanger rods extending between and fixedly 
secured to said flanges, said rods diverging away from one 
another in a direction away from said yoke, said rods each 
being adapted to be loosely engaged, respectively, within 
the looped end of a pair of stirrup leathers, and a ground 
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Work for said saddle for forming a saddle seat, said ground 
work comprising a plurality of superimposed leather strips 
fixedly secured to one another and to said tree bars, the 
uppermost one of said seat forming strips extending en 
tirely across said stirrup leather hanger device, and the 
remainder of said strips having ends disposed in abutting 
relation relative to the remotely disposed sides of said 
flanges. 

5. In a riding saddle having a yoke including a pair of 
arms comprising saddle tree bars, and a cantle fixedly se 
cured to said saddle tree bars adjacent the free ends there 
of, that improvement in said saddle which comprises pro 
viding a stirrup leather hanger device which includes a 
pair of concave-conveX chevron-shaped angle members 
each being provided with an elongated arm and a nor 
mally upwardly projecting flange, said angle members ex 
tending transversely of said bars in longitudinally spaced 
relation relative to each other and having the arms there 
of fixedly secured to said bars, said angle members each 
having their convex side facing upwardly and away from 
said tree bars, said fianges being disposed in confronting 
relation relative to each other, said flange of the angle 
member nearest said yoke having a depression formed 
therein adjacent the apex thereof, the flange of the other 
of said angle members having an inwardly bowed portion 
at the apex thereof, said depression and said inwardly 
bowed portion of said flanges opening towards each other, 
a pair of longitudinally extending laterally spaced stirrup 
leather hanger rods extending between and being fixedly 
secured to said flanges, said rods diverging away from each 
other in a direction away from said yoke, one adjacent 
pair of ends of said rods being secured, respectively, to 
the immediately adjacent one of said flanges on opposite 
sides of said depressed portion and on opposite sides of 
said inwardly bowed portion, an inverted substantially 
U-shaped channel member including a pair of depending 
laterally spaced flanges, said flanges being adapted to en 
gage against the remote sides of said flanges of said angle 
members with the bight portion of said inverted U-shaped 
channel member spanning therebetween, and a ground 
work for said saddle including a plurality of leather strips 
superimposed one on the other and having one of their re 
spective adjacent ends disposed in abutting relation rela 
tive to one of said flanges of said channel member, the 
oppositely disposed ends of said strips being supported on 
said yoke, a plurality of leather strips disposed in super 
imposed relation relative to one another and having one of 
their respective adjacent ends positioned in abutting rela 
tion with respect to the other flange of said inverted U 
shaped channel member, the opposed ends of said last 
named leather strips extending rearwardly of said tree bars 
and partially into said cantle, a leather strip extending be 
tween said yoke and said cantle and superimposed against 
the uppermost ones of said superimposed leather strips, 
and said last named leather strip and the first of said su 
perimposed leather strips having a hand hold opening ex 
tending transversely therethrough. 

6. A stirrup leather hanger device for a riding saddle 
having a yoke including a pair of arms comprising saddle 
tree bars, said stirrup leather hanger device including a 
pair of concave-convex angle members extending trans 
versely of said bars and secured thereto in longitudinally 
spaced relation with the convex side thereof facing away 
from said bars, a pair of longitudinally extending laterally 
spaced stirrup leather hanger rods extending between and 
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fixedly secured to said angle members, said hanger rods 
diverging away from each other in a direction away from 
said yoke, said rods each being adapted to be loosely en 
gaged, respectively, within the looped end of a pair of 
stirrup leathers, and a cover member for said hanger, said 
cover member comprising an inverted substantially U 
shaped channel member extending between and supported 
on said angle members. 

7. In a riding saddle having a yoke including a pair of 
arms comprising saddle tree bars, and a cantle fixedly se 
cured to said saddle tree bars adjacent the free ends there 
of, that improvement in said saddle which comprises pro 
viding a stirrup leather hanger device which includes a pair 
of concave-convex chevron-shaped angle members each 
being provided with an elongated arm and a normally up 
wardly projecting flange, said angle members extending 
transversely of said bars in longitudinally spaced relation 
relative to each other and having the arms thereof fixedly 
secured to said bars, said angle members each having 
their convex side facing upwardly and away from said 
tree bars, said flanges being disposed in confronting rela 
tion relative to each other, said flange of said angle mem 
ber nearest said yoke having a depression formed therein 
adjacent the apex thereof, the flange of the other of said 
angle members having an inwardly bowed portion at the 
apex thereof, said depression and said inwardly bowed 
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portion of said flanges opening towards each other, a pair 
of longitudinally extending laterally spaced stirrup leather 
hanger rods extending between and being fixedly secured 
to said flanges, said rods diverging away from each other 
in a direction away from said yoke, one adjacent pair of 
ends of said rods being secured, respectively, to the im 
mediately adjacent one of said flanges on opposite sides 
of said depressed portion and on opposite sides of said in 
wardly bowed portion, an inverted substantially U-shaped 
channel member including a pair of laterally spaced 
flanges, said flanges being adapted to engage against the 
remote sides of said flanges of said angle members with 
the bight portion of said inverted U-shaped channel mem 
bers spanning therebetween, a groundwork for said sad 
dle including a plurality of leather strips superimposed one 
on the other and having one of their respective adjacent 
ends disposed in abutting relation relative to one of said 
flanges of said channel member, the oppositely disposed 
ends of said strips being supported on said yoke, a plural 
ity of leather strips disposed in superimposed relation rela 
tive to one another and having one of their respective ad 
jacent ends positioned in abutting relation with respect to 
the other flange of said inverted U-shaped channel mem 
ber, the opposed ends of said last named leather strips ex 
tending rearwardly of said tree bars and partially into said 
cantle, a leather strip extending between said yoke and 
said cantle and superimposed against the uppermost ones 
of said superimposed leather strips, said last named leather 
strip and the first of said superimposed leather strips have 
ing a hand hold opening extending transversely there 
through, and a metallic strainer interposed between a pair 
of the second of said superimposed leather strips. 
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