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5 Claims.

1
This invention relates to an adaptor for wall-
type outlet boxes.
The conventional electrical outlet box is diffi-
cult to secure into a wall opening because often

there is no firm foundation to which the hox may 5

be attached. In attempting to fasten the box to
the plaster wall immediately adjacent the wall
opening, in which opening the box is to be re-
ceived, the plaster often breaks or gives way dur-
ing installation, thus making it difficult and
sometimes impossible to satisfactorily install the
box. Broken plaster around the opening may re-
quire repairs to obviate a resultant unsightly ap-
pearance.

It is an object of this invention to provide an.

adaptor for wall-type outlet boxes which over-
comes the difficulties mentioned.

Another object of this invention is to provide
an adaptor of the character described which is
adapted to be quickly and easily installed in a
wall opening with a minimum of skill.

Other objects of the invention will be manifest
from the following brief description and the ac-
companying drawings.

Of the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1 is a front elevation showing the
adaptor of this invention in operative position
in a wall opening, an outlet box being shown in
chain-dotted lines.

Figure 2 is a rear elevation showing the adaptor.

Figure 3 is a view taken on the line 3—3 of
Figure 2.

Figure 4 is similar to Figure 3, but with parts
broken away and showing the adaptor ready for
positioning into the opening of a wall.

The adaptor shown generally at | comprises op-
positely disposed gripping means 2 and 3, each
carried by spaced support legs 4, the legs of op-
posed gripping means being pivotally intercon-
nected as by rivets 5. The pivotal connection of
the legs 4 make it possible to move the gripping
means 2 and 3 toward each other as shown in
Figure 4 prior to installation in an opening 6 in
awallT.

The gripping means 2 and 3 each comprise a
stationary gripping bar or finger 8 carried by the
respective spaced legs 4, and a movable gripping
bar or finger 9 slidably mounted on the bar 10
by means of a pair of guide feet {1, bent to en-
gage a portion of the bar {0 on the underside
thereof as shown. The finger 9 is moved on the
bar 10 by means of a pair of threaded screws (2,
the tapered head 13 of the screw being held in
a corresponding countersunk portion (not shown)
in the finger 8. Movement of the screw by means
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2
of a screw driver in clockwise or counterclockwise
directions cause the finger 9 to move correspond-
ingly toward or away from the finger 8.

The adaptor is installed in the opening 6 of the
wall 1 by first moving the fingers 8 and 9 away
from each other to permit ready reception of the
wall 1 therebetween. The adaptor is then col-
lapsed about the pivots 5 as necessary (see Fig-
ure 4) to permit clearance of the fingers 9 into
the opening 6. When the fingers 8 and 9 are po-
sitioned as shown in Figure 4, force is applied at
the pivots § in a direction tending to extend the
legs into alighment in the plane including the
wall. Clockwise movement of the screws 12 moves
the pairs of fingers 8 and 9 into clamping engage~
ment with opposite portions of the wall 1. This
clamping condition of gripping means 2 and 3,
as shown in Figure 3, prevents relative movement
of the legs 4 and removal of the adaptor with
respect to opening 6.

The statignary finger 8 is provided with a pair
of threaded openingg {4 as means for anchoring
or securing a conventional outlet box 15, shown
in chain-dotted lines in Figure 1, in the opening
6 of the wall 1. The box {5 may be of the type
provided with anchor tabs 16 having apertures
therein for reception of screws, adapted to be
threaded into the openings {4 to anchor the box
in position. In this manner, both the adaptor and
the box may be mounted in a wall opening with-
out cracking or breaking the plaster of the wall 1.

While certain representative embodiments and
details have been shown for the purpose of illus-
trating the invention, it will be apparent to those
skilled in this art that various changes and modi-
fications may be made therein without departing
from the spirit or scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An adaptor for wall-type outlet boxes com-
prising a pair of adjustable wall gripping means
each carried by a support means pivotally inter~
connected to permit movement of the gripping
means toward each other, the gripping means
comprising a stationary wall engaging finger and
a second wall engaging finger movable into and
out of cooperative wall gripping engagement with
said stationary finger by means of a screw mem-
ber in threaded contact with the movable finger
and held by the stationary finger against axial
movement when the fingers are in wall gripping
position, the support means comprising a pair
of leg members parallel to each other and form-
ing a frame structure with said gripping means
for receiving said outlet box, and anchor means
carried by said stationary finger for receiving
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said outlet box in anchored position therewith.

2. An adaptor for wall-type outlet boxes com-
prising a pair of adjustable wall gripping means
each carried by a support means, between the
end portions of said pair of support means a
pivotal interconnection to permit movement of
the gripping means toward each other, and an-
chor means on said gripping means for receiving
an outlet box.

3. An adaptor for wall-type outlet boxes com-
prising a pair of adjustable wall gripping means
each carried by a support means, and between
the end portions of said pair of support means a
pivotal interconnection to permit movement of
the gripping means toward each other, said grip-
ping means including a relatively non-movable
wall-engaging member having an angularly dis-
posed extension thereof for slidably receiving
another relatively movable wall engaging mem-
ber, and means for effectuating relative move-
ment of said movable wall engaging member to-
ward said relatively non-movable wall engaging
member, said means for effectuating relative
movement between said wall engaging members
including a screw having its shaft received
through an aperture in the relatively non-mov-
able wall engaging member and being engage-
able within a threaded aperture in said relatively
movable wall engageable member.

4. An adaptor for wall-type outlet boxes, com-
prising a frame including oppositely disposed
end members each having a pair of laterally
spaced leg portions, said leg portions at the re-
spective side of the frame being pivotally inter-
connected at the free ends thereof to permit
movement of the members toward each other,
adjustable wall gripping means carried by each
said member, said gripping means each includ-
ing a relatively non~-movable wall-engaging mem-
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ber having an angularly disposed extension
thereof for slidably receiving another relatively
movable wall-engaging member, and means for
effectuating relative movement of said movable
wall-engaging member toward said relatively
non-movable wall-engaging member, said means
for effectuating relative movement between said
wall-engaging members including a screw having
its shaft received through an aperture in the
relatively non-movable wall-engaging member
and being engageable within a threaded aperture
in said relatively movable wall-engaging mem-
ber, said relatively non-movable wall-engaging
member having attaching means thereon for se-
curing a said wall-type outlet box thereto.

5. An adaptor for wall-type outlet boxes com-
prising a pair of adjustable wall gripping means
each carried by a support means, between the end
portions of said pair of support means a pivotal
interconnection to permit movement of the grip-
ping means toward each other, and anchor means
on said gripping means for receiving an outlet
box, said gripping means including a relatively
non-movable wall engaging member having an
angularly disposed extension thereof for slidably
recelving another relatively movable wall engag-
ing member.
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