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UNiTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK H. CHASE, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

STAMP-CABINET.

9'18,560.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fraxx H. CHaAsE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Stamp-Cabinets, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
stamp cabinets and its object is primarily
to provide a convenient means for separat-
ing and dispensing stamps from a sheet.

The cabinet is designed more especially
for use by druggists and others who retail
stamps for the convenience of their general
customers, and it provides a device of sim-
ple character for holding a sheet of stamps
and with means whereby any number of
stamps from one to ten may be separated
from the sheet to supply the demands of
the trade and without handling the stamps
except to deliver them to the customer.

The invention has other objects in view
which will appear hereafter in the detail
description of the drawings in which— -

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the cabi-
net, parts being broken away to show the
interior mechanism and keys 0 to 4, inclu-
sive, appearing in depressed or operated po-
sition. Tig. 2 is a detail view of the stamp
sheet. support showing the sheet adjusting
device. Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a ver-
tical sectional view on the line 4—4 of Fig.
1 showing the parts as they appear after
the sheet has been fed bodily downward to
the delivery mechanism and before the oper-
ating lever is released.

Referring to the drawings, 5 designates
the frame which may be of any suitable
shape and size and preferably incloses as
well as supports practically all of the oper-
ating parts.

Stamps are sold by the Government in
sheets containing one hundred stamps sepa-
rated by lines of perforations. A single
sheet of stamps (not shown) is arranged on
the inclined support 6 and is adjusted
bodily sidewise into proper registration with
the delivery mechanism by movable guides
7 (Fig. 2) which are connected through
slots 8 in the support with a plate 9 or
other device beneath the support and by
means of which the guides may be moved
simultaneously in either direction.

The delivery mechanism is located at the
lower end of the stamp support and it com-

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed May 14, 1909.

Patented Dee. 13, 1910.
Serial No. 496,014.

prises a plurality of key bars 10 which are
pivotally mounted on a rod 11 supported in
the frame. A segment 12 made of wood, or
other suitable material, is made fast to each
key bar above the rod 11 and the sheet of
stamps is fed to these segments by means
hereafter described. Each key bar is pro-
vided at the front of the segment with a
stop 13 which operates in a slot 14 in the
delivery plate 14”. A spring 15 is attached
at 15’ to the frame and at 15”7 to the inner
end of the key bar to hold the outer end of
the key bar normally elevated and to return
the key bar to normal position after each
operation. Each key bar has a lug 16 on its
right hand side (Ifig. 1) which projects be-
neath the adjacent key bar to the right, so
that all the key bars in elevated position to
the left of any one operated will be operated
also at the same time.

A knurled presser roller 17 is supported
above each segment to press the stamps
against the segments and the segments and
presser rollers are arranged in pairs, each
pair being adapted to engage a stamp. Iach
presser roller 1s carried by a support 18 and
links 19 are pivotally connected at 19’ to
said support and at 20 to a presser lever 21
which 18 pivotally mounted on a rod 22 sup-
ported in the frame. A post 23 extends
through an opening 24 in a bracket 25 on
the frame and is pivotally connected at 26
to the lever 21. A spring 27 is held on the
post between the bracket and a nut 28 at
the end of the post, and this spring operates
on the lever 21 to hold the presser roller
against the stamp on the segment with suffi-
cient pressure to enable the segment, when
operated, to separate the stamp from the
sheet.

Each support 18 carries a restraining shoe
29 which 1s pivoted thereto at 30, and each
shoe is hung at its upper end on a hook 31
formed on a cross bar 32 supported in the
frame.
restraining shoes engage and hold the sheet
of stamps while one or a plurality of stamps
is being separated from the sheet by the de-
livery mechanism. The heel 18’ of the sup-
port 18 projects beyond the pivot 30 and
bears on the restraining shoe to hold its end
29" tightly against the sheet.

A handle lever 33 is rigidly mounted on a
rock shaft 34 which is supported in bearings
in the frame and carries a plurality of arms
35 in which the cross rod 86 is supported.

The lower ends or toes 29" of the.
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This rod is arranged to engage the rear end
917 of each of the presser levers 21 and when
the handle lever is swung forward from the
position shown in Fig. 3 to the position
shown in Iig. 4, the presser levers will be
swung on their pivot against the tension of
springs 27 to withdraw the presser rollers
and the restraining shoes from operative po-
sition, as shown in Fig. 4. One or both of
the arms 85 on the shaft 34 carries a slotted
guide 37 which travels on a guide roller 38
fastened to the side of the frame.

A plurality of sheet feeders 39 are fas-
tened to transverse rods 40 and 41 which are
guided in the slotted guides 42 and 43 fas-
tened to the sides of the frame. Two of the
sheet feeders are pivotally connected at 44’
to two links 44 which are loosely connected
to arms 45 rigid on the shaft 34. The loose
connection between the arms and the links
is effected by a pin 46 on each arm arranged
to travel in a slot 47 in the link. The two
links are connected at their forward ends by
a rod 48. The lower end 39" of each sheet
feeder is serrated or toothed and is arranged
to operate between a pair of shoes 29 to en-
gage the sheet of stamps.

I provide a storage receptacle 49 in which
a quantity of sheets may be stored if desired.

In practice the parts are arranged nor-
mally in the position illustrated in Fig. 3
and to fill the cabinet a sheet.of stamps is
slipped into place on the support against
the restraining shoes and between the guides
7. Then the handle lever 33 is swung for-
ward frem the position shown in Fig. 3 to
that shown in Fig. 4 which operates to raise
the presser rollers and the restraining shoes
out of operative position and at the same
time thrust the serrated ends of the sheet
feeders into engagement with the sheet and
downward a suflicient distance to feed the
lower edge of the sheet into operative po-
sition between the presser rollers and the
segments and against the stops. Then the
handle lever is returned to the position
shown in Fig. 3 and this movement operates
to return the sheet feeders to inoperative po-
sition and to lower the presser rollers and
the restraining shoes into operative engage-
ment with the sheet of stamps.

The sheet of stamps has a blank strip or
selvage at one side edge and at its top or
bottom and ten' rows with ten stamps in
each row, the stamps being separated from
each other and from the strips by lines of
perforations which extend through the
strips. The selvage strip is sometimes on
one side and sometimes on the other side.
As it is desirable to separate the strips from
the stamps I preferably provide twelve key
bars, the two end key bars being designated
by “07 and the intermediate key bars be-
ing designated by numerals from 1 to 10
reading from left to right. Upon the de-
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pression of the 0 key bar at the left of the
machine the part of the blank strip in the
first row opposite the first stamp will be
separated from the sheet; when the 1 key
bar is depressed the 0 key bar at its left
will also be depressed and the first stamp
will be separated from the sheet and de-
Iivered on the delivery plate 157; when the
4 key bar is depressed all the key bars to
the left thereof will be depressed at the
same time and all the stamps in the first
row on the sheet to the left of and including
the stamp opposite the 4 key bar will be
separated from the sheet. The tension of
the springs 15 may be such and the springs
may be connected to the key bars so that
when any key bar is depressed to the limit
of its downward movement it will stay in
this position until it is returned by hand.
This may be regulated by the pressure of
the presser rollers 17 under the tension of
the springs 27. It will also be noted that all
the key bars to the left of any key bar which
is operated will be depressed along with the
key bar which is operated. Therefore the,
say, 4 key bar may be depressed to separate
and deliver the first four stamps in the first
row of a sheet and left in their depressed
position, as shown in Fig. 1 to indicate to
the operator that these four stamps have
been delivered. To separate and deliver all
the ten stamps in the first row of the sheet
the 10 key bar or the 0 key bar at the right
of the machine will be operated and the
stamps would be separated from the sheet
and delivered in a strip and not separated
from each other. The stamps are separated
from the sheet by the segments operating in
conjunction with the presser rollers 17 while
the restraining shoes hold the sheet. The
segments and the presser rollers pull the
stamps which they engage away from the
sheet which is held in place by the shoes.
When all the stamps in the first row of
the sheet have been delivered the handle
lever 33 is operated, as before described, to
raise the presser rollers and the restraining
shoes and to cause the sheet feeders to feed
the sheet down with the next row of stamps
in position to be engaged by the presser
rollers and the segments. When the presser
rollers are thus raised the springs 15 may
then return all depressed key bars to ele-
vated position and to enable this return of
the key bars to take place before the sheet
is fed I provide the lost motion in the con-
nection between the arms 45 and the links
44. This will enable the segments to be re-
turned to their normal position (Fig. 3) be-

fore the feeder devices feed the sheet into.

operative relation thereto.

My improved cabinet provides a conven-
ient means for holding stamps and for sepa-
rating and delivering them from a sheet in
quantities as required, and it avoids the han-
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dling which is' necessary when stamps are
separated by hand from a sheet to supply
the demands of a customer. In addition to
thig the stamps are kept in a convenient
place where they will not get dirty or stuck
together.

What T elaim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on the support with the
first row of stamps in position for delivery,
and means adapted to be operated individu-
ally or simultaneously for separating from
the sheet by a single operation one or more

- stamps from the first row.
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2. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on the support with the
first row of stamps in position for delivery,
and a plurality of devices constructed to be
operated individually or one by another for
separating by a single manipulation one or
more stamps from the sheet.

8. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on the support with the
first row of stamps in position for delivery,a
separate means engaging each of the stamps
in the first row for pulling them from the
sheet, and means for operating said pulling
means separately or in multiple to deliver
one or more stamps.

4. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of conmnected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on the support with the
first row of stamps in position for delivery,

- means engaging the stamps in the first row
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for separating and delivering them from the
sheet, and a plurality of key bars for oper-
ating said separating and delivering means
to deliver one or more stamps from the sheet.

5. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on the support with the
first row of stamps in position for delivery,
and means for separating and delivering one
or more stamps in the first row from the
sheet, said means comprising a segment, a
roller to press the stamp against the seg-
ment, and a key bar for operating the seg-
ment.

6. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, and means
for separating and delivering one or more
stamps in the first row from the sheet, said
means comprising a segment for each stamp
in the first row, a roller pressing the stamp
against each segment, a key bar for oper-
ating each segment, and means for restrain-
ing the sheet while a stamp is being sepa-
rated and delivered from the first row.

7. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for separating and delivering one or more

“stamps in the first row from the sheet, said

means comprising a segment and a presser
roller to engage each stamyp in the first row,
a key bar for aperating each segment, means
for operating a plurality of key bars when
one 1s actuated, and means for holding the
sheet on the support while one or more
stamps is being ceparated and delivered
therefrom. .

8. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on the support with
the first row of stamps in position for de-
livery, means for separating and delivering
one or more stamps in the first row from the
sheet, a key bar for operating the separating
and delivering means for each stamp in the
first row, and a lug on each key bar arranged
to be engaged by the next adjacent key bar.

9. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on the support with
the first row of stamps in position for de-
livery, and means for separating and de-
livering one or more stamps in the first row
from the sheet, said means comprising a key
bar for the separating and delivering means
for each stamp in the first row, and each of

said key bars being operable independently:

of the key bars on one side but operable con-
jpilntly with all the key bars on the other
side.

10. In a stamp cabinet, a flat support for-
sustaining an integral sheet of connected’

stamps, means for pulling one or more
stamps in the first row from the sheet, means
engaging the sheet and pressing it against

the support to hold it in fixed position dur-
ing the pulling operation, and means for

moving said holding means out of operative
position.

11. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for separating and delivering one or more
stamps in the first row from the sheet, said
means comprising presser rollers, means for
holding the sheet on the support with the
first row of stamps in position for delivery,
and means for moving the presser rollers
and the holding means out of operative posi-
tion.

12. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for separating and delivering one or more
stamps in the first row from the sheet, means
for holding the sheet on the support with
the first row of stamps in position for de-
livery, a stop in front of the separating and
delivering means, and means for rendering
said separating and delivering and holding
means 1noperative to permit the adjustment
of a sheet against said stop.

13. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on the support with the
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first row of stamps in position for delivery,
means for separating and delivering one or
more stamps in the first row from the sheet,
a plurality of sheet feeders normally out of
engagement with the sheet, and means for
operating said sheet feeders to feed the
sheet to separating and delivering position.

14, In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means
for holding the sheet on ‘the support with
the first row of stamps in position for de-
livery, means for separating and delivering
one or more stamps in the first row from
the sheet, said means comprising presser
rollers, means for moving the holding means
and presser rollers out of operative position,
and means for feeding the sheet into sepa-
rating and delivering position beneath the
presser rollers.

15. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
integral sheet of connected stamps, means

978,560

- for holding the sheet on the support with

the first row of stamps in position for de-
livery, means for separating and delivering
one or more stamps 1n the first row from the
sheet, means for feeding the sheet into sep-
arating and delivering position, and means
for simultaneously rendering the holding
and separating and delivering means inop-
erative and operating said feeding means.

16. In a stamp cabinet, a support for an
mtegral sheet of connected stamps, laterally
movable guides on said support, and means
disposed at the rear of said support and
connecting said guides whereby the guides
may be moved simultaneously to adjust the
sheet transversely of the support.

FRANK H. CHASE.

Witnesses:
W, O. B,
M. A. Kippis.
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