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OFFICE-DIRECTORY.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 573,354, dated December 15, 1896,

Application filed October 4, 1895, ‘Serial No, 564,660, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WALTER W. POWERS,

of Rochester, in the county of Monroe, in the

State of New York, have invented new and

useful Improvements in Office-Directories, of

which the following, taken in connection with

the accompanying drawings, is'a full; clear,

and exact description. ‘ o
This invention réelates to improvements in

indieators or directories: particularly appli-
cable for use in office-buildings and similar,
places, and has for its object the production:

of a simple and practical device which pre-
sents.a pleasing appearance and permits of

ready and economical change and rearrange-

ment of its display matter; and to thisend it
consists in the general construction and ar-
rangément of the component parts of an in-
dicator or directory, all as hereinafter fully
deseribed, and pointed out in the claims.

In describing this invention reference is
had to the accompanying drawings, forming a

partof thisspecification, in which like letters

indicate corrésponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a face view of my improved in-
dicator or directory. -Fig. 2'1s a transverse
section taken'online 2 2, Ifig. 1. TFig. 8isan

isometric view of a portion of the main body
or support of the indicator or directory and
a number of display-pieces operatively en-

gagedtherewith. Tig.4isan enlargedtrans-
versesectionshowing one of the display-picces
and the adjacent portion of the inner division
of said body or support, the display-pieces
being also indicated by dotted lines as disen-
gaged fromsaid division. Fig. 5isan isomet-
ric view of a detached portion of the main
body or support of the indicator or directory,
illustrating particularly one of its transverse
bars. Tig. 6is a faceview of a detached por-
tion of themetallic plate secured to said body
or support. Fig. 7 is a face view of a por-
tion of the blank from which one of the ver-
tical division-bars’ of "said metallic plate is
formed.” Figs.8,9,and10areisometric views
showing portions of modified constructions of
main bodies or supports for my invention;
and Fig. 11 is an isometric view of a portion
of a modified construction of one of the ver-
tical division-bars of my improved indieator
or directory. ; : o

A representsa main body or support, which

may be of any desirable form, size, and con-
struction, and is mounted in any suitable po-
sition. Said body or support preferably con-
sists-of an outer division ¢, provided with a
central aperture ¢* and having its front face
formed with rabbets or grooves ¢?, extending
from the edges of the aperture a?, and an in-
ner. division «’, removably arranged in the
aperture ¢® and secured in position by any
st}ﬁta-ble means, as movable fastening-pieces
at,
of a rear plate a°, forined with a recess ¢®in
its front face, and a removable front plate o,
composed.of metal or other similar material
and provided with vertical and transverse se-
ries of perforations ¢® ¢, opening into the re-
cess af, suitable engaging shoulders,presently
described, projecting laterally one above the
other fromits frontface, and rearwardly-pro-
jecting edges ', lapped upon the edges of the
plate a’. :

.The engaging shoulders of the plate o are
usually arranged in columns; and are pref-
erably. formed upon vertical division-bars B,
projecting from the front face of said plate.

‘The bars B are usually coniposed of metal

-and their opposite edges are provided with
rearwardly-extending shoulders 0 b’ and in-
terposed perforations or slots 6% The rear
or end edges of the shoulders b are arranged
in close proximity to the front face of the plate
a’, and therear ends of the shoulders b, which
are suitably elongated, are passed through
the adjacent vertical series of perforations 8
into the recess a® and are lapped upon the
rear face of the plate a’.

The upper and lower ends of the vertical
bars B are preferably connected by trans-
verse bars B', provided with shoulders or arms
0%, which are passed through the transverse
series of perforations ¢’ into the recess of and
are lapped upon the rear face of the platea’.

C O are the display-pieces of myimproved
indicator or support, which may be of any
desirable form, size, and construction, al-
though they are preferably composed of flexi-
ble bars or strips formed of paper or other
suitable material. = Said display-pieces are
formed with substantially parallel longitudi-
nal edges preferably arranged in close prox-
imity to each other, as clearly seen at Figs. 1

The inner division ¢’ preferably consists.
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in width and are inserted into the perfora-
tions or slots U? and engaged with the shoul-
ders b 0. The display-pieces are thus posi-
tively and independently held in their de-
signed position and, being formed of flexible
material, may be readily bent, as indicated
at Fig. 4, so as to facilitate their securement
and removal. Suitable display matter is
placed upon the pieces C, and any desired
one may be readily removed and replaced by
another without effecting disarrangement of
the others.

A sunitable cover D, formed with a central
transparent portion d, is supported at the
outside of the display-pieces C, and its edges
are arranged in the rabbets or grooves a?.
This cover greatly adds to the appearance of
my invention and may be readily withdrawn
from operative position for permitting re-
moval or rearrangement of the display-pieces
C. One of the edges of the cover is prefer-
ably provided with hinges d' and its opposite
edge with a lock d? the construction of which
it is unnecessary to herein illustrate or de-
scribe.

The construction of the shoulders, previ-
ously described, for engaging the display-
pieces may be considerably varied, and at
Irigs, 8, 9, and 10 I have shown plates ¥ ¢
a,provided,respectively,with integral shoul-
ders a*, outwardly-extending loops ¢, and
perforations a*, with which are engaged the
ends of display-pieces C* C* C, T havealso
shown at Fig. 11 a modified construction of
vertical rib B, having its opposite edges pro-
vided with shoulders 0 of uniform length and
its central portion provided with rearwardly-
projecting sleeves ', through which suitable
fastening - serews (not illustrated) may be
passed.

The operation of my invention will be read-
ily understood upon reference to the forego-
ing description and the accompanying draw-
ings, and it will be particularly noted that it
presents a pleasing appearance, is ecconomical
in manufacture, and facilitates change or re-
arrangement of its display matter. It isob-
vious, however, that the exact detail con-
struction and arrangement of the parts of
my improved indicator or directory may be
somewhat changed without departing from
the spirit of my invention, and consequently
I do not herein specifically limit myself to
such exact detail construction and arrange-
ment.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In an indicator or directory, the combi-
nation of a support provided with engaging
shoulders projecting laterally one above the
other from its front face, and flexible dis-
play-pieces independently supported by the
engaging shoulders, said display-pieces Dbe-
ing arranged one above the other with their
longitudinal edgesin close proximity and hav-

- ing their opposite ends formed of reduced
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width and engaged with said shoulders, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.
2. In an indicator or directory, the combi-
nation of a support, division-bars detachably
secured to the front face of said support and
provided with engaging shoulders projecting
laterally one above the other from the front
face of said support, and flexible display-
pieces independently supported by the en-
gaging shoulders, said display-pieces being
arranged one above the other with their lon-
gitudinal edges in close proximity and hav-
ing their opposite ends formed of reduced
width and engaged with said shoulders, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.
3. In an indicator or directory, the combi-
nation of a support consisting of an outer
division provided with a central aperture, an
inner division removably supported in the
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aperture, division-bars secured to the front -

face of said support and provided with en-
gaging shoulders projecting laterally one
above the other from the front face of said
support, and flexible display - pieces inde-
pendently supported by the engaging shoul-
ders, said display-pieces being arranged one
above the other with their longitudinal edges
in close proximity and having their opposite
ends formed of reduced width and engaged
with said shoulders, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

4. In an indicator or directory, the combi-
nation of a support formed with a series of
perforations, a division-bar provided with a
series of separated shoulders, a number of
said shoulders being formed with elongated
cnds arranged in the perforations, and dis-
play-pieces having corresponding ends en-
gaged with the shoulders, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

5. In an indicator or directory, the combi-
nation of a support formed with transverse
and vertical series of perforations ¢® a?, ver-
tical bars B having their opposite edges pro-
vided with lateral shoulders b arranged with
their rear or end edges in close proximity to
the adjacent face of tlhe support, and lateral
shoulders 0" formed with clongated ends
passed through the perforations o, transverse
bars B’ provided with lateral shoulders or
arms 0° arranged in the perforations ¢’, and
flexible display-pieces C arranged one above
the other between the bars B B and having
their ends c of reduced width and engaged
with the shoulders b U', substantially as seb
forth.

6. In an indicator or directory, the eombi-
nation of a support formed with transverse
and vertical series of perforations a? ¢, ver-
tical bars B having their opposite edges pro-
vided with lateral shoulders b arranged with
their rear or end edges in close proximity to
the adjacent face of the support, and lateral
shoulders 0’ formed with eclongated ends
passed through the perforations ¢f, transverse
bars B’ provided with lateral shoulders or
arms 0® arranged in the perforations a?, flexi-
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ble display-pieces C arranged one above the
other between the bars BB and having their
ends ¢ reduced in width and engaged with
the shoulders b 0, and a movable door D se-
cured to the main body or support and ar-
ranged in front of the display-pieces, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto

signed my name, inthe presence of two attest- -
ing witnesses, at Rochester, in the county of 10
Monroe, in the State of New York, this 4th
day of September, 1895.

WALTER W. POWERS.

Witnesses:
GEo. KING,
HHawpPDEN HYDE.




