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To aid twhom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD SIEGRIST, of 

Hurley, in the county of Ashland and State 
of Wisconsin, have invented a new and use 
fullmprovement in Heel Plates and Braces, of 
which the following is a description, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, which are a part of this specification. 
My invention relates to a combined device 

adapted to serve as a plate or bearing-surface 
for the protection of the heel of a boot or 
shoe, and also as a brace to support and 
strengthen the counter of the boot, as well as 
to hold the foot securely in position in the 
boot. 

Figure 1 shows my improved device at 
tached to the heel of a boot. Fig. 2 is a top 
plan view of the complete device in the form 
in which it exists before it is attached to the 
boot. Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the de 
vice in the form it has after it is bent to or 
has been fitted on the heel. - 
My improved heel plate and brace is con 

Structed of metal, and consists of the side 
plates AA, formed to..be placed on the under 
surface of a heel B of a boot and have their 
front ends C turned up at right angles to the 
remainder of the plates to fit against and 
protect the front of the heel. These plates 
A are to fit on the heel at its respective sides, 
and are to be secured thereto by screws or 
nails inserted through the holes D. A brace 
E, integral with the plates A, is connected 
thereto at the sides of the plates, near the 
front edge of the plates in the form they as 
sume when secured to the heel, and extend 
upwardly therefrom to a distance which car 
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lies them above the heel of the boot, and 
then rearwardly, forming a band behind and 
about the counter of the shoe adapted to sup 
port it and the foot in the shoe. This brace 
E is slightly elastic, so that the brace and 
plates A can be sprung onto a heel of any 
size. Screws F, passing through slots G in the 
brace, are turned into the heel of the boot 
and hold the brace in position. As it is de 
sirable to insert the screws F in the heel near 
the middle of the heel vertically, the ap 
ertures therefor through the brace are formed 
as slots G instead of merely screw-holes, so as 

better to accommodate heels of clifferent 
heights. A plate H, having a conformation 
to adapt it to fit on the under surface of the 
heel at and about its rear end, and also to fit 
to the plates A, and with these plates to cover 
the entire under surface of the heel about its 
edge, is secured to the heel in connection 
with the plates Aby screws inserted through 
apertures D' therefor. 
A heel-plate constructed in separate parts 

and adapted to be bent and conformed to the 
heel, as described, may be used on a large Or 
small heel, and serves not only to protect the 
bottom surface of the heel but also its front 
wall, and the brace retains the counter of the 
shoe in position, so that the upper or counter 
will not overrun the heel or permit the foot 
to slide about therein. 
What I claim as new, and desire to Secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. The combination of two metal plates 

formed and adapted to be secured on and to 
cover and protect the under surface of a boot 
heel, and forwardly-projecting portions of said 
plates turned upwardly in front of the boot 
heel, and a metal elastic brace secured rig 
idly to the two plates, extending from their 
side edges upwardly and thence rearwardly 
about and bearing against the counter of the 
boot, substantially as described. 

2. The combination of two metal plates 
formed and adapted to be secured on and to 
cover and protect the under surface of a boot 
heel, forwardly-projecting portions of Said 
plates turned upwardly in front of the boot 
heel, a metal elastic brace secured rigidly to 
the two plates, extending from their side edges 
upwardly and thence rearwardly about and 
bearing against the counter of the boot, and 
slots in the sides of the brace adapted to re 
ceive screws therethrough turning into the 
sides of the boot-heel, substantially as de 
scribed. - 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

EDWARD SIEGRIST. 
Witnesses: 

B. E. JUSSEN, 
J. H. TRIER. 
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