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This invention relates to bathtubs, and more 
particularly to a bathtub having an internal 
shape adapted to provide relaxation for the user 
of the tub, as well as conserving water. 
A main object of the invention is to provide 

a novel and improved bathtub which is very 
simple in construction, which is shaped to provide 
a very comfortable reclining position for the per 
son using the tub, and which is arranged so that 
a minimum amount of hot water is required to 
take a bath. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved bathtub which is inexpensive to 
manufacture, which is very compact in size, and 
which allows the user of the tub to aSSume a very 
comfortable and natural relaxed position. While 
taking a bath. 
Further objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will become apparent from the following de 
scription and claim, and from the accompanying 
drawings, wherein: 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of an improved bath 

tub constructed in accordance With the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal vertical Cross-sec 
tional view taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a transverse vertical cross-sectional 
view takem on the line 3-3 of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a transverse vertical croSS-Sectional 
view taken on the line 4-4 of Figure 2. 

Referring to the drawings, generally desig 
nates the improved bathtub, said tub being pref 
erably rectangular in plan and being formed from 
a single piece of material, such as by casting or 
the like. The tub comprises a hollow body having 
the end walls 2 and 3, the side walls 4 and 5 
and the Specially-shaped top wall, shown gener 
ally at 6. The tub is formed along the top 
margin of the side Wall 4 with an upstanding 
flange T forming a prolongation of the wall 4 
and being adapted to abut the wall Surface of a 
bathroom in which the tub is installed to define 
a flush joint therewith. At the end wall 2, the 
tub is formed with a vertical upstanding ex 
tension 8 which is shaped to define a headrest 
at the intermediate portion of the end of the tub, 
as shown in Figures 1 and 2. The top Wall 6 is 
formed with a main depression i 9 having rela 
tively steep side Walls 20, 20 and a gradually 
sloping rear wall 2. The bottom Wall of the de 
pression is substantially horizontal, and may have 
a slight forward and downward slope, leading to 
a drain opening 23 formed in the forward end 
portion of the depression. The forward wall of 
the main depression 9, shown at 24, slopes for 
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Wardly and upwardly at an angle of about 45°, 
and terminates at a footrest portion 25 which is 
Substantially horizontal, and preferably has a 
Slight forward and downward Slope. At the for 
Ward end of the footrest portion 25, the tub cavity 
extends upwardly, as shown at 26, to merge with 
the forward vertical wall 3. As shown in Figure 
1, the side wall portions of the footrest section 25, 
designated respectively at 27, 27, are substantially 
Vertical and converge toward the forward end 
Wall 26 of the bathtub cavity. The side wall por 
tions 27, 27 merge with the relatively steep side 
Wall portions 20, 20 of the main cavity 9 of the 
tub. At the forward end wall of the tub, openings 
28 and 29 are provided at the upper portions of 
the respective Wall elements 26 and 3 to receive 
conventional bathtub overflow fittings. 
As shown in Figure 2, the openings 28 and 29 

define the top water level of the tub, shown in 
broken line view at 30, said top water level being 
Spaced slightly below the outer plane of the top 
Wall fé of the tub. It is readily apparent from 
Figure 2 that a person seated in the tub may as 
sume a very comfortable, relaxed position, with 
the person's head Supported against the headrest 
portion 8 and the person's legs supported on the 
footrest portion 25, the main portion of the per 
Son's body being received in a very comfortable 
reclining position in the main cavity of the tub. 
The shape of the cavity is such that only a rela 
tively Small amount of water is required to com 
pletely immerse the person's body, while at the 
same time sufficient clearance is provided to allow 
normal movements of the body during the bath ing procedure. 
The footrest portion is provided with a rear 

Wardly flaring groove 3 located in the vertical 
longitudinal central plane of the tub, said groove 
facilitating the drainage of water from the foot 
rest portion 25 of the tub when the tub is being 
emptied. As will be seen from Figure 2, the bot 
tom of groove 3 slopes downwardly and rear Wardly. 
The angle of inclination of the rear backrest 

portion 2 of the main cavity is preferably of the 
order of 60°. 
While a Specific embodiment of a bathtub has 

been disclosed in the foregoing description, it will 
be understood that various modifications within 
the Spirit of the invention may occur to those 
skilled in the art. Therefore, it is intended that 
no limitations be placed on the invention except 
as defined by the scope of the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A bathtub comprising a body formed with a top 
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cavity having a relatively deep and wide rear 
main portion, and a relatively shallow and narrow 
forward portion, the respective cavity portions 
having Substantially horizontal bottom walls and 
relatively steep side walls, the main cavity portion 
having an upWardly and rearwardly-inclined rear 
Wall, an upwardly and forwardly-inclined Wall 
COnnecting the bottom wall of the main cavity 
portion to the bottom wall of the narrow forward 
cavity portion, the bottom wall of the narrow 
forward cavity portion being formed with a cen 
tral groove whose bottom wall slopes downwardly 
and rearwardly, and a vertically-rising headrest 
portion rigidly secured to the body at the top of 

4. w 
the intermediate portion of the rear wall of the 
main cavity portion. 

GENEK. MIYAKAWA. 
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