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To all zuhom, it mag, corvce/'7.: 
Beit known that I, BENJAMAN F. FullGHAM, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Harts 
horne, in the Choctaw Nation, Indian Terri 
tory, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Match-Safes; and I do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact 
description of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

match boxes or-safes, and more particularly 
to match striking or igniting means therefor. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

simple, inexpensive, and efficient device of 
this character by means of which the match 
may be struck or ignited as it is pulled from 
the box. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists of certain novel fea 
tures of construction, combination, and ar 
rangements of parts, as will be hereinafter 
more fully described, and particularly pointed 
Out in the appended claim. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a side elevation of a match-box constructed 
in accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is 
a vertical transverse sectional view taken on 
the line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a vertical 
longitudinal sectional view taken on the line 
33 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is a horizontal sec 
tional view taken on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3. 
The embodiment of my invention illustrated 

in the accompanying drawings is shown as 
applied to a pocket match box or safe 1; but 
it will be understood that the same may be 
applied to various other forms of match-hold 
ing receptacles or containers. The match 
bOX 1 is of the usual rectangular form and 
has a swinging cover 2, which is hinged at one 
end, as shown at 3, and has at its opposite end 
a small opening or recess 4, adapted to re 
Ceive the detent, 5 of a Spring-catch 6. This 
catch is in the form of a spring-plate secured 
upon the inner side of the box 1 and having 
upon its outer face a button 7, which projects 
through an opening 8, formed in the box, so 
that when said button is pressed inwardly 
the detent will be disengaged from the open 

ing 4 to permit the cover to be readily swung 
open either by hand or by a suitable spring 
provided at its hinged end. 
My improved match striking or igniting 

device 9 is located within the box and consists 
of a series of spring-plates 11, between which 
the matches are placed. These plates are 
preferably three in number and are of sub 
stantially the same depth as the interior of 
the box. They are preferably formed of two 
pieces of material, one piece being bent upon 
itself to form two of the plates and the other 
piece being placed between the said two plates 
and secured by soldering the lower outwardly 
bent portions 11 of its inner end, as clearly 
shown in Figs. 2 and 4. The plates 10 are se 
cured within the box by a screw 12, which is 
passed through the bottom and into said plates, 
as shown. The upper ends of the plates 10 
have their opposing faces formed or provided 
with striking or friction surfaces 13, which may 
be of any desired character. As shown in 
the drawings, these surfaces are formed by 
roughening said portions of the plates by 
means of a punch or other instrument; but it 
will be understood that this roughened sur 
face may be formed upon or applied to the 
plates in any desired manner. In order to 
permit the plates to be forced together to 
firmly engage a match as it is drawn from the 
box and ignited, I provide in the opposing 
side walls of the box 1 alining openings 14, 
which in turn register or aline with buttons 
or projections 15, provided upon the Outer 
plates 10. These buttons may be formed by 
stamping out a portion of Said plates, as shown 
in Fig. 2, or they may be in the form of lugs 
or disks, of rubber or any other suitable ma 
terial, secured upon the outer faces of said 
plates. 

In order to permit the match-box to be 
readily pulled out of one's pocket and to pre 
vent the same from being misplaced or lost, 
I preferably provide upon the screw 12 a. 
swiveled plate or yoke 16, in the ends of which 
is secured an eye or ring 17. This ring is 
adapted to be engaged by a snap-hook or simi 
lar device 18 upon one end of a chain or cord. 
The construction, use, and advantages of 
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the invention will be readily understood from 
the foregoing description, taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawings. 

It will be seen that when a match is drawn 
from between the spring-plates 10 and the 
latter are pressed together by pressing upon 
the buttons 15 it will be struck or ignited as 
its head passes between the friction-surfaces 
at the upper ends of the said plates. 
Warious changes in the form, proportion, 

and the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to without departing from the prin 
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages o 
this invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
A match box or safe, comprising a suitable 
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receptacle having alining openings in its op 
posing walls, a plurality of spring-plates with 
in said receptacle, having friction-surfaces 
upon their opposing faces, buttons upon the 
outer faces of said plates, in alinement with 
said openings in the walls of the said receptacle, 
a screw in the bottom of said receptacle for 
securing said plates therein, a yoke swiveled 
upon said Screw, a snap-hook loosely connect 
ed to said yoke, a hinged cover for said re 
ceptacle and a spring-catch for said cover. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
?6??6? 

BEN.JAM.A.N. F. FULIGHAM. 
Witnesses: 

JAMES M. LEDBETTER, 
W. R. PATTERSON. 
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