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Thisinvention relatesto drapery supports,and more 
particulary tosip-in hooksfor Supporting pinch pleated 
draperies and the like? - > - 
?Thegeneralobjects of myinvention are:frst,topro 
videa springgrpping pinch-pleathookwhich holdsthe 
curtain withimprovedgrippingforce;and secondy,to 
provide a pinch-pleat hook capable of holdingthe cur 
tainina positionforward oftherodsandothersupport 
ingelements So thatthe top margin ofthe curtain can 
remain in a verticaly disposed position? 

In theaccomplishment of these objectsina preferred 
embodimentof myinvention,I provide a hookemploy 
ingageneraly U-shaped base loop havingupwardy ex 
tendinglegs?Theloopismade of strong,butresient, 
wire and is bent So that the legs provide alternatey 
spaced openingsandrestricted passages?The uppermost 
ofthesepassages comestogethertoazero spacingunder 
spring compression when the hookisnotin use,Each 
of the restricted passages therebelowis provided with a 
slightlygreater open space whenthe hookisnotinuse, 
The drapery Supporting hookismounted on the 1ower 
Portion oftheloopandextends upwardyandrearwardy 
therefromina planegeneralynormalto the base1oop. 
?tisa feature of myinvention thattherestricted pas 

Sages betweenthe legs of the base loop provide substan 
tialy short points of contactagainst the curtain,which 
Ifindto befarmoreefective thanthe previously known 
ine contacts,Moreover,an additionalfeature of my 
invention relatingto the restricted passagesisthatthey 
arearranged with Successively widerspacingfrom topto 
bottom?This means that the legs may be spread open 
as they are inSerted into the curtain pockets and the 
spring presSure will remain relatively uniformiy distrib 
uted from point to pointrather than havingthe major 
bearingforce onlyatthe bottom restriction aswould be 
the case without such progressivelyincreased openings? 
An additional feature of my invention relatesto the 

Dositioning of the hook?This isarranged substantially 
to the rear of the plane of the base loop and servesto 
holdthe rear ofthe curtain outwardyfrom the support 
ingelements,Such astraverse rod carriersand the like. 
This feature of myinvention is operationalyassociated 
with the above-mentioned features relating to the in 
creased gripping power of the restricted passages??tis 
thisincreased gripping power which makesitpossible to 
hold the curtain tightly between the upwardly extending 
legs of the base loop andatthe sametime support the 
curtain with a substantial Space between the hookand 
the rearface of the curtain? 

Itis an additionalfeature of my invention that the 
Superiorgrpping power provided by the restricted pas 
Sages heps hold the base loop of the support firmly 
againstrelative motion between itself and the curtain 
even though the curtain pockets may be substantially 
longer than the hook egs?Thisis important because 
it prevents the curtain materialadjacent to the base of 
the pockets from bunching or taking on an unsighty 
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2 
sueched appearance ifthe base ofthe1oopis requied 
tobearthe fullweightofthe curtainitself?? - 

Furtherobjectsand features ofmyinventionwibest, 
be understood andappreciated from a detailed descrip 
tion of apreferredembodimentthereof,selectedfor pur 
goses of Iustraton,and shown in the accompanying 
drawings,in which: 
Fig?1is a view in perspective of a pair of drapery 

Supports of myinvention showingin phantom ines a 
Dinch-pleated curtain Supported thereby; · 
Fig,2isa view in side elevation of the drapery sup 

ports shown in Fig,1 with the curtainandrod elements 
shownin cross Section;and 
Fig?3isa viewin frontelevation of the drapery ? 

port of myinvention? - 
The preferred embodiment of my invention herein 

shownismade of Steelwire,and comprisesa base loop? 
indicated at 10 disposed in a generally vertical plane, 
paralleltotherearface ofa drape12indicatedin phan 
tom linesin Fig.1?The base loop10is provided with 
a pair of upstandingleg portions14,each benttopro 
Vide restricted paSSages 16 and widened passages 18 
therebetween?Itwill be understood thatthe legs14are 
essentialy resilient,beingmade of steel wire,and con 
Structed and arranged to hold together by springforce? 
When the Supportis notinuse,the legs14abuteach 

other at the uppermostrestricted passage 16,and the 
Succeedingrestrictedpassagestherebelowarespacedapart 
bya progressively largerdimension?In one embodiment 
of my invention adapted for use with standard curtain 
material,the uppermostrestricted passage 16is entirely 
closed when the Supportis notin use;the second re 
Stricted passage hasa clearance of.005”to.015/;the 
thirdrestricted passage hasaclearance of.015”to.025”; 
andthefourth restricted passage hasa clearance of.025” 
to .035”?With Spacing of Such dimensions the base 
loop may be inSertedinto the adjacent vertical pockets 
of a curtain 12 and each one of the restricted passages 
wifirmly grip the seam line between thetwo pockets? 

It shal be understood thatin addition tothe progres 
sive Spacing of the passages 16,itis likewiseimportant 
to grp the Seam line between the curtain pockets at 
Somewhat of a point contactrather than afat or line 
contact?This is true for Several reasons?First,the 
Toint contactis more efective where fabrics are em 
Ployed because it forms a slightindentation which has 
Substantialy more resistance to motion than a simple 
crease caused by a line point of contact?Second,the 
point contactalongastitchedSeam linetendstosetitself 
between stitches where its gripping force is extremely 
efective? 
The base loop is supported by means of a hook20 

Secured to the lower portion of the base loop 10 and 
extendinginarearward verticaldirectionina planegen 
eraly normalto the plane of the base loop10?In the 
preferred embodiment herein shown,the hook 20 ex 
tends to the rear of the base loop10 by a substantial 
distance spaced clearly apartfrom the rearface of the 
curtain12and holdingthe curtain outwardy therefrom 
by a distance Sufcient to permitthe curtain12to hang 
verticalyatitsuppermargin,Ofcourse,somecurtains 
do not have enough internalstrength tostand verticaly 
in their upper portions,and since the center of gravity 
of the hook and Support must necessariy be sightly 
forward of the hook supporting point,such curtain wi1 
not Stand vertical?However,other curtains can easiy 
Stand verticaly due to the stifeningefect ofthe pinch 
pleatorotherstifeningmembers,andwith the hook of 
my invention,Such stronger curtain may readily stand 
in a Vertical position without beingforced into a bent 
position bytherod,ider carrier or otherelementsem 
ployed to Support the curtainitSelf? ;- 
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ftwilbe understood,ofcourse,thatthe superiorgrip 
pingforce of the restricted passage16isthe feature of 
myinvention whichmakesit possibleto Support the cur 
tainina position spaced substantially forward from the 
hookSupportingelement? 

Since various modifications and changes in the pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention herein shown will 
now beapparentto thoseskiledinthe art,itisnotmy 
intention to confine the invention to the precise form 
herein shown,butratherto limititinterms of the ap 
pended claims. 
Havingthus described and disclosed a preferred em 

bodimentofmyinvention,WhatIclaimasnewand desire 
tosecure by Letters Patentofthe United Statesis: 
1?Adrapery Support comprising:a base loop ofgen 

eraly U-shaped confguration havinga pair of upwardy 
extendinglegs disposedina planeparallelto the drapery, 
Said legs beingresienty separable and arranged toft 
into verticaly aligned adjacent pockets in the drapery, 
at least one of said legs being bent to define between 
said legs a plurality of vertically disposed alternately 
Spaced openings and restricted passages,Said passages 
forminga plurality of Verticaly spaced gripping areas 
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alongthe lengthofsaid1egsforrelativelyshortdistances 
sothat Saidlegsgrp the curtain within the pockets and 
form aseries ofload bearingpoints,Said restricted pas 
sagesarranged with progressiveynarrowerspacingfrom 
the lowermostthereoftothe uppermostthereoftoprovide 
a gripping force for each of Said load bearing points, 
anda hook mounted on thelower portion of said base 
loop extending upwardy to the rearthereof? 
2?Adrapery Supportas Set forth in claim 1 further 

characterizedin thatthe legsat the uppermost passage 
areinabuttingcontactWhen Said Supportisnotinserted 
inthe pockets? 
3?Adrapery supportas setforth in claim,1 further 

characterizedin that said hookispositioned a substan 
tialdistancefrom therearplane of Saidlegsforsupport 
ing the drapery Spaced from a rod? 
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